Mariupol pounded 


Ukraine school where 400 sought shelter 
is bombed by Russian forces. News, Page 4 
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Justice Thomas ill 


Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas 
in hospital since Friday. News, Page 8 
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9 p.m. tipoff for UConn 


UConn women get a late start for their 
second-round game vs. UCF. Sports, Page 1 


Sunny and mild 
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Sunshine, 10-15 mph breeze; 
high of 57. Sports, Page 8 
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A key to solving future food shortages 


Reshaped Hartford Regional Market would give farmers a wider reach 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — The Hartford 
Regional Market — well-known 
for its seasonal sales of flow- 
ers and produce by local farms 
— could take on a much higher 
profile in aredevelopment aimed 
at lessening Connecticut’s vulner- 
ability to food shortages such as 
those seen during the pandemic. 

A new study recommends 
the regional market in the city’s 





South Meadows be reshaped as 
a central location for local farm- 
ers to bring what they grow 
so it can be distributed more 
widely throughout the state, 
well beyond what they can do 
on their own. 

The vision also includes 
significantly expanding food 
processing at the market to allow 
those farmers — individually or 
in groups — access to commer- 
cial kitchens that could turn 
produce, dairy and meat into 


other grocery items that could 
be sold throughout the year, not 
just during the growing season. 

The study, commissioned by 
the Capital Region Develop- 
ment Authority, warns that 75% 
of the food bought and eaten in 
Connecticut comes from west of 
the Hudson River. The pandemic 
could be just the first brush with 
empty grocery shelves, the study 
says. 


Turn to Market, Page 3 











OTTAWA T2 


EXKALMAR SF ® 
= 


ee ae ek 


Lobbyist Janice Flemming-Butler talks with state Rep. Antonio Felipe, of Bridgeport, outside the House Democratic caucus room 
as lobbyists have returned to the Connecticut Capitol after two years during the coronavirus pandemic. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD 
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2 years later, lobbyists 
back at state Capitol 


Pandemic limited their 
face time with lawmakers 


By Christopher Keating 


Hartford Courant 


obbying is the art of personal 
persuasion, reading body 
language, and making follow-up 


points. 


That is very hard to do on the 


phone or on Zoom. 


For the past two years, lobbyists disap- 
peared from the state Capitol as the build- 
ing was closed to the general public for 
fear of spreading the coronavirus. Now, 
mask-wearing lobbyists say they are happy 


HARTFORD 


to be back after having little personal access 


to lawmakers during the entire pandemic. 
While it is impossible to roll back the 
clock, both legislators and lobbyists say that 
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A Capitol police officer holds a red velvet rope for Joan Cavanagh in the area 
where lobbyists are permitted to gather to influence legislation. While not a paid 
lobbyist, Cavanagh was asked to move inside the velvet rope where she could 


pass out literature urging ano vote on an assisted suicide bill. She is followed by 





Sean Hughes, son of longtime lobbyist Carroll Hughes, who died in November. 


German 
a Echeverry moves 
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Regional Market. 
A study is calling 
for expanding 
the use of the 
market, now 
mostly used 

for wholesale 
distribution. 
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WAR IN UKRAINE 


How allies 
united to 
punish 
Russia 


Ahead of invasion, 
US pressed EU to 
‘do the right thing’ 


By Josh Boak 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Just days 
before Russia invaded Ukraine 
on Feb. 24, President Joe Biden 
quietly dispatched a team to 
European Union headquarters 
in Belgium. 

These were not spy chiefs or 
generals, but experts in read- 
ing fine print and tracking the 
flow of money, 


computer Inside 
chips and other 

goods around Blumenthal 
the world. condemns 
Their mandate: Putin’s 

inflict maxi- ‘genocidal’ 
mum pain on Ukraine war: 
Russian Presi- senator speaks 


dent Vladimir in New Britain, 
Putin, making — sayshe’ll push 
it harder, ifnot for more aid. 
impossible, for PAGE 2 

him to fund a 

prolonged war in Ukraine and 
denying him access to technolo- 
gies at the core of modern warfare. 

There were intense meet- 
ings in February in Brussels, 
Paris, London and Berlin, often 
running six hours at a time as the 
allies tried to craft the details of 
a historic economic blockade, 
according to Biden administra- 
tion officials. 

Some of the exports the United 
States wanted to ban were met 
with reluctance by the Europe- 
ans, who would essentially be 
telling their own companies to 
forgo several billion dollars in 
annual revenues from Russia. 

When there was a dead- 
lock, U.S. negotiators would 
put Commerce Secretary Gina 
Raimondo on the phone. 

“You can say ‘no’ now, but 
when the body bags are coming 
out of Ukraine, you’re not going to 
want to be a holdout,’ Raimondo 
said she told allied counterparts. 
“Do the right thing” 

Everyone signed on — and 
before the invasion. 

Raimondo said what ulti- 
mately drove the agreement and 
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Blumenthal condemns Putin’s ‘genocidal’ Ukraine war 


Senator speaks in New 
Britain, says he’ll push 
for more relief aid 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


Calling Russia’s war on Ukraine 
“barbaric, genocidal and criminal,” 
Sen. Richard Blumenthal assured 
New Britain Polish-American 
and Ukrainian American leaders 
Sunday that he’ll press for more 
U.S. military and relief aid. 

“If I have one plea to the pres- 
ident of the United States, it is 
‘provide more air defense to the 
people and the brave freedom 
fighters of Ukraine; ” he said. 

Russia’s reported use of power- 
ful missiles against Ukraine this 
weekend makes the need for action 
more urgent, he said. 

“Most alarming, just within the 
last 24 hours they have begun to 
use hypersonic missiles,” Blumen- 
thal said, calling that “a dangerous 
escalation.” 

Atrip to Poland earlier this month 
was a chance to see firsthand the 
devastation that Russia’s attack 
has brought down on neighboring 
Ukraine and its people, Blumenthal 
said. 

His pro-Ukraine audience at the 
Belvedere, a popular Polish restau- 
rant in the city’s Little Poland 
section, applauded Blumenthal’s 
promise to press President Joe 
Biden for more — and faster — mili- 
tary and humanitarian aid. 


Allies 


from Page 1 


the fast timeline was the threat 
of Putin’s imminent attack on 
Ukraine. 

“We all got religion fast that it 
was time to band together and stick 
together,” she said. “If you cause 
enough pain, isolate Putin, it will 
bring this war to an end.” 

The wealthiest nations in the 
world — outside of China — are 
directly confronting Putin on their 
preferred terms. They have imposed 
sanctions in which their strengths 
intersect with Russia’s vulnerabili- 
ties. Russia is reliant on the U.S., the 
EU, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan 
for cutting-edge technologies and 
investment, so the allies decided to 
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Former Mayor Lucian Pawlak, right, talks about local fundraising efforts on 
behalf of Ukraine at the Belvedere Restaurant in New Britain’s Little Poland 
section Sunday. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, left, and Commander Carl Harvey 
of the Ukrainian American Veterans post in New Haven listen. DON STACOM/ 
HARTFORD COURANT 


A series of speakers told of 
campaigns in the city and across 
Connecticut to raise money and 
clothing donations for Ukrainian 
refugees pouring into Poland. 

State Rep. Peter Tercyak said 
parishioners in churches across 
New Britain said prayers for Ukrai- 
nians on Sunday morning. 

“People in our communities 
understand this threat,’ Tercyak 
said. 

“The reason that Polish people 
are so much in support of Ukraine 


cut Moscow off. 

It’s a strategic play designed to 
trap Putin in a downward spiral, 
as foreign investors pull out their 
money in response to the atroci- 
ties. It’s also a remarkable show 
of unity that could be tested in the 
coming weeks by the allies’ own 
dependence on fossil fuels. 

A group of economists estimated 
Thursday that EU countries have 
transferred more than $14.7 billion 
to Russia for oil, natural gas and 
coal since the war began, essen- 
tially funding Putin’s war machine. 

While the allied talks in the 
lead-up to the war were critical, the 
EU was not just waiting around for 
US. direction to act. Bloc members 
had been consulting for months. 

One EU diplomat, speaking on 
condition of anonymity to discuss 
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is because Ukrainians are now 
fighting our fight. They’re not 
just fighting for their freedoms 
and right but for ours,” said Andre 
Blaszczynski, president of the 
Polish American Foundation of 
Connecticut. 

Representatives of the New 
Haven post of the Ukrainian Amer- 
ican Veterans distributed letters 
seeking medical equipment and 
supplies for the Lviv region, where 
soldiers and civilians alike have 
sustained injuries. 


internal talks, outlined in an inter- 
view as far back as January poten- 
tial penalties that included the 
export ban, noting that the EU 
had held together its coalition on 
enforcing sanctions since Russia’s 
2014 occupation of parts of the 
Donbas region in Ukraine. 

But this time, the U.S. and EU 
responded to Putin’s aggression 
with a novel set of policies to crip- 
ple Russia’s ability to fight by deny- 
ing it access to the semiconductors, 
computers, telecommunications 
equipment, lasers and sensors inte- 
gral to war materiel. 

This is a supply chain squeeze 
that will force Russia to raid exist- 
ing airplanes, tanks and other 
gear for spare parts — essentially 
eroding its military and economic 
capacity. The same U.S. and EU 
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“There are a lot of boots on the 
ground in this area,” former Mayor 
Lucian Pawlak told the group. 

“I’ve got an appeal from the 
veterans. Last night the Pulaski 
Club around the corner (raised 
funds). Next Sunday the Blues 
Society stepped up and we'll do 
a benefit. I’m so proud of our 
communities coming together,’ 
Pawlak said. 

“I came to the United States in 
1956. On Elm Street there was a 
John Pawlak — he was Ukrainian,” 
said Pawlak, whose father, also 
named John Pawlak, was Polish. 
“So how can I not respond to 
what’s going on now? John and 
John — they shared acommon last 
name; they became buddies.” 

Several people at the Belvedere 
pressed Blumenthal about specif- 
ics on the weapons systems the 
United States could provide, and 
others asked or whether NATO or 
other entities might mine the Black 
Sea to impede Russia’s Navy. 

Blumenthal, a member of the 
Senate Armed Services Commit- 
tee, said he is barred from discussing 
details of weapons systems or possi- 
ble military tactics, but emphasized 
that he’ll press Biden and Congress 
for as much help as possible for 
Ukraine’s self-defense. 

He said what he saw of 
Ukrainian refugees this month 
was hard. 

“Refugees come across the board 
literally carrying their clothes on 
their backs, their pets, their stuffed 
animals,” he said. “They’re all 


officials dealing with their own 
supply chain challenges after the 
pandemic found a way to amplify 
the problem for Russia through 
trade regulations. 

In asign of early success, U.S. offi- 
cials point to the closing of Lada auto 
plants in Russia and the more than 
300 companies that have stopped 
doing business with Russia. 

The companies are not just 
Starbucks, but chipmakers such 
as Germany’s Infineon that said 
it stopped all direct and indirect 
deliveries to Russia as well as tech- 
nical support. 

Within days of the Feb. 24 inva- 
sion, the allies blocked the foreign 
assets of Russia’s central bank. Two 
senior Biden administration officials, 
who were not authorized to publicly 
discuss the strategy and spoke on 
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women and children because the 
men have stayed to fight. 

“The anguish and grief in their 
eyes is heartbreaking and harrow- 
ing. It was one of the most moving 
moments of my life to talk with 
them - we spent the whole day 
at the border crossing where just 
hours before the Russians bombed 
the town just 12 miles away,” 
Blumenthal said. 

“In the midst of all this evil, 
destruction and death, there is 
still good. The Polish people have 
opened their arms, their hearts and 
their homes,” he added. 

State Sen. Rick Lopes said 
people throughout Greater New 
Britain support helping Ukraine. 

“There’s a great deal of thanks 
that our government is try to step 
up and do more things - but there’s 
also a feeling that we could and 
should be doing more,” Lopes said. 
“T think that’s pretty universal.” 

Adrian Baron, president of the 
city’s Polonia Business Association, 
praised the owners of the Belve- 
dere for making the restaurant 
available Sunday morning. It has 
hosted Ukraine fundraisers for the 
past month and a half, but was one 
of several Little Poland businesses to 
get a threatening letter in response. 

Baron said the threats has not 
hurt fundraisers. Instead, the 
Little Poland Festival has decided 
to include Ukrainian folk danc- 
ers and free exhibit space to 
Ukrainian-American groups. 

“This year we might even havea 
Putin dunk tank,” Baron said. 


condition of anonymity, said this 
option was not initially presented 
to allies out of concern that Russia 
could move its money ahead of time. 

They waited to present the asset 
freeze until the invasion started 
and the images of bombings and 
death compelled the Europeans 
to almost immediately agree to the 
course of action. 

The freeze rendered half of the 
more than $600 billion in Putin’s 
war chest unusable. While the 
Russian stock market has been 
closed and the value of the ruble 
has plunged, the sanctions are 
designed so that the financial 
effects tighten over time. As long 
as Ukraine is able to hold out with 
military aid against severe casual- 
ties, the sanctions are expected to 
do more to exhaust Putin. 
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“Whether it’s COVID, climate change 
or some other market disruption, being at 
the end of the train, if you will, it ampli- 
fies the problem even louder for us,” 
said Bryan Hurlburt, the state’s agricul- 
ture commissioner. “COVID really did 
highlight the supply chain situation that 
happens in America. If a couple of large 
meatpackers go down in Pennsylvania or 
Nebraska, it impacts us. It’s not this far 
away distant thing. It’s a real problem for 
Connecticut.” 

There is a three-day supply of produce 
on store shelves, Hurlburt said. 

The study said local farmers could make 
Connecticut more self-sufficient. The 
regional market is centrally located, at the 
intersection of Interstate 84 and Interstate 
91, and within 30 minutes of 786 Connecti- 
cut farms. 

“So by creating space, opportunities and 
facilities to help farmers, you can really 
elevate the system quickly,” Hurlburt said. 


COVID-19 forces 
new look at market 


A fresh look at the regional market came 
two years ago after Gov. Ned Lamont raised 
questions about the long-term role of the 
market while the state paid for much- 
needed repairs. The issue turned more 
urgent after COVID-19 disrupted supply 
chains to grocery stores. 

There is a bottleneck preventing growth 
of Connecticut farmers into the broader 
grocery market. The majority of the state’s 
farmers are smaller and they rely on going 
directly to consumers at farmers markets 
or farm stands. 

“Farmers are spending four or five days 
a week driving all over the state selling at 
farmers markets,” said Thomas Jansen, a 
principal at HR&A Advisors, Inc., a New 
York-based real estate development consul- 
tant heading the study. “At the same time, 
they are not large enough to sell directly to 
distributors, just because of the size of their 
farm. This is what this is designed to solve.” 

Caitlin Taylor and her husband, Aaron, 
and their two business partners come up 
against this problem consistently at their 
organically-focused Four Root Farm in East 
Haddam. 

In tomato season, for instance, tomatoes 
ripen quickly and must be harvested daily; 
and yet, it is rare that the seven-acre farm 
produces 1,000 pounds a day, about the 
minimum volume accepted by commercial 
canning companies in the state, Taylor said. 

“There is a really thriving ecosystem of 
farmers doing amazing work in the state,” 
Taylor said. “And there is a missing middle 
[size] of infrastructure to support the distri- 
bution and aggregation of food produced at 
a relatively small and medium scale.” 

Tomatoes, for example, could be made 
into ketchup or tomato sauce that could 
be locally branded and more easily land on 
store shelves and in restaurants because 
it can be delivered in bulk at predictable, 
regular intervals, Hurlburt said. 

In Wallingford, at Geremia Farms, a 
seven-acre farm now run by the third 
generation of the Geremia family, Joe Gere- 


Rabbit 
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of protein as well as a revenue opportu- 
nity for farmers too small to benefit from a 
system that favors factory farms’ economy 
of scale. The other insists that rabbits, being 
popular pets, should not be considered meat, 
and that the fur, cosmetics and pet-store 
industries have moved away from profiting 
from rabbits. 

“T am appalled, as are most animal lovers 
in CT, that as the country recognizes the 
elevated role rabbits play as household pets, 
Connecticut has chosen to initiate a program 
that will expedite killing and processing of 
rabbits for food,” Jo-Anne Basile, executive 
director of CT Votes for Animals, declared 
in her opposition to the HB-5263. 

HB-5263, sponsored by Rep. Brian Lanoue 
(R-District 45) and Rep. Dave W. Yaccarino 
(R-District 87), is in the Commerce Commit- 
tee. That bill asks the state to put into place 
a USDA exemption aimed at small farms, 
to transfer the responsibility for sanitary 
inspections from the federal to the state 
government. 

The USDA exemption has been in place 
for decades, but each state must pass legis- 
lation to enact it. 

The second bill, HB-5295, submitted by 
the Department of Agriculture and now in 
the Environment Committee, makes the 
same request, as one element of a large agri- 
cultural package. 


Repeated attempts 


Lanoue sponsored similar legislation in 
2020, with Rep. Doug Dubitsky (R-District 
47), at the request of a local farmer. That bill 
had a public hearing on March 6, 2020, one 
week before the state went into COVID-19 
lockdown. The bill, which also had strong 
opposition, did not advance past the Envi- 
ronment Committee. 

The Department of Agriculture requested 
similar legislation last year in its annual 
policy package. It was removed from the bill, 
said Bryan Hurlburt, state commissioner of 
agriculture. 

Even without that exemption, small 
Connecticut farms still can sell rabbit meat, 
using one of two methods. They can sell a 
live rabbit to a customer, then the customer 
would return later to pick up the processed 
meat. The second method is to take multi- 
ple rabbits to a USDA-approved facility for 
processing, then take them back to the farm 
to sell. 

Hurlburt said both methods are problem- 
atic. The on-demand method is inefficient. 
The USDA processing method is expensive. 
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“There is a really thriving 
ecosystem of farmers doing 
amazing work in the state. 
And there is a missing middle 
[size] of infrastructure to 
support the distribution and 
aggregation of food produced 
at a relatively small and 
medium scale.” 


— Caitlin Taylor, 
co-owner of Four Root Farm 


mia said a centralized location is just more 
efficient for farmers. 

“This is not a new thing,” Geremia said. 
“Tt’s been done all over North America with 
much success.” 

The study cites several examples else- 
where in the country that have thrived with 
a similar model, including Red Tomato 
in Rhode Island and Cleveland Central 
Kitchen. 

In addition to her farm, Taylor is an 
architect who designs food-related build- 
ings and systems. Her firm, MASS Design 
Group, contributed to the study. 


Not the first 
redevelopment plan 


The 32-acre regional market, on Reserve 
Road, focuses primarily on bigger-scale 
commercial distribution, which would 
remain. And a redevelopment wouldn’t 
necessarily mean a larger complex, but 


“A USDA-certified processing center costs 
hundreds of dollars an hour. If you don’t 
have a lot of animals, it’s cost-prohibitive. 
Farmers can’t get the product to market ina 
way that can be supported,” he said. 

Larese and Weinstock are familiar with 
this dilemma. 

“Tf you can find a USDA poultry plant that 
will do it, you have to pay to get the animals 
under inspection. By the time you add in 
these inspection fees out of pocket, that adds 
$20 a pound just for slaughter and inspec- 
tion. We were already selling at $10 a pound,” 
Larese said. “It’s completely unrealistic to do 
that. If you’re doing it in massive batches, it 
makes sense, but we are a small farm.” 

Weinstock estimated that in any given 
year when they were custom-selling rabbits, 
they would sell from 100 to a few hundred a 
year. They could have sold more with a more 
streamlined process. 

“We had more demand than we could 
meet, but it’s such an inefficient system,” he 
said. 


Poultry farmers 


The bills, if passed, would let farmers 
process no more than 1,000 rabbits a year 
on their own farms, not just on demand but 
pre-sale, saving them facility money and 
letting them scale up their production. Each 
farm would be subject to inspection not by 
the USDA but by state agricultural author- 
ities. 

“This is something the legislature did a 
decade or so ago for Connecticut-grown 
poultry, chickens and turkeys. It made a big 
difference to the industry. They could raise 
and process animals continually, not just 
when one customer at a time said ‘that’s the 
one I want, ” Hurlburt said. 

Ekonk Hill Turkey Farm in Sterling was 
one of the facilities that benefited from 
that legal change affecting poultry. Before 
it was enacted, Ekonk Hill did only custom 
processing. 

Ekonk Hill owner Rick Hermonot said, “It 
was a big deal. It really helped out our busi- 
ness tremendously. We process our turkeys 
in our facility and sell them from our store 
right from the farm.” 

Hermonot said the USDA exemptions 
exist for efficiency reasons. 

“The big guys are huge — Tyson, Purdue, 
Butterball — producing millions of birds. 
Those facilities are USDA inspected. The 
USDA just doesn’t have the manpower 
to go out to a place doing 200 chickens,’ 
Hermonot said. “The rationale behind the 
exemptions is that they don’t want to put all 
these little guys out of business. You do not 
need to be USDA inspected but do need to 
be inspected, by your state.” 
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Wilmer Ortiz of Musto Wine Grape Co. loads a truck at the Hartford Regional Market. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


there would be anew emphasis, according 
to the study. 

There are no estimates for the cost of 
redevelopment, but it could easily run into 
the tens of millions for new buildings and 
equipment. Some of the existing buildings 
date back to at least the 1950s. 

The market could include an expanded 
restaurant and classrooms for educational 
programs geared to agriculture. 

The HR&A study suggests that financ- 
ing could include federal funding through 
COVID-19 relief and infrastructure 
programs. Private investment could come 
from distributors and processing compa- 
nies that see an opportunity for their busi- 
nesses. 

The plans are in the early stages, and it 
would take at least a year to ramp up the 
effort should it gain the support, according 
to Michael W. Freimuth, CRDA’s executive 
director. 

This wouldn’t be the first time there was 
a revitalization plan for the regional market. 

In 2014, a study recommending a $100 
million redevelopment went nowhere as 
the state wrestled with a deep budget defi- 
cit. 

Later, in 2018, another study suggested 
the regional market could become more of 
a tourist destination. 

This latest plan also comes amid debate 
over the future of the nearby trash-to-en- 
ergy plant and whether Brainard Airport 
should remain open or closed. 

These new plans for the regional market, 
however, have caught the attention of 
Connecticut Foodshare, the statewide food 
bank. 

“In terms of food insecurity, it brings 
more food — and particularly more fresh 
produce — to the state of Connecticut,’ 


Ethnic cuisine 


Opponents also have cited in their testi- 
monies that there is little demand for rabbit 
meat. In testimony against the bill, Annie 
Hornish, the Connecticut senior state direc- 
tor of the Humane Society of the United 
States, wrote “a few years ago, the rabbit 
meat market was tested, and vigorous public 
outcry resulted in the discontinuation of the 
sale of rabbit meat by Whole Foods and other 
stores.” Another opponent, Elizabeth Abee 
of Glastonbury, wrote “a caring public will 
oppose a market for rabbit meat!” 

Some supporters say that opinion is 
culturally unenlightened, as rabbit, common 
in grocery stores and markets in Europe, isa 
traditional staple in the diets of many foreign 
countries, and thousands of natives of those 
countries now live in Connecticut. 

According to a report by meat indus- 
try publication beef2live.com citing 2019 
figures, the top countries where rabbit 
meat is widely produced are China (59.42%), 
followed by North Korea, Egypt, Italy, Russia 
and Ukraine. The United States is not in the 
top 25 on that list. 

“The premise that there is no public 
demand for rabbit meat, on its best day is 
ignorant and insensitive of other cultures,” 
said Joe Emenheiser, a UConn Extension 
educator focused in the area of meat live- 
stock, who voiced support of the bill. 

Most grocery stores in the state don’t sell 
rabbit. Highland Park Market in Manches- 
ter, Farmington and Glastonbury does, on 
special order, delivered frozen from large 
suppliers out of state. “We go to them for 
the unusual meats like rabbit, frog’s legs, 
ostrich,” said Joe Panaro, manager of High- 
land Park in Manchester. 


Restaurant demand 


Not many restaurants in Connecticut serve 
rabbit either. A few do, restaurants that serve 
ethnic cuisine. Kouneli Stifado, a traditional 
Greek rabbit stew, is the favorite food of Dino 
Kolitsas, owner of Greca Mediterranean 
Kitchen + Bar in New Milford and in White 
Plains, New York. It’s not on his regular menu, 
but he offers it as a special two or three times 
a year. 

“A lot of Greeks see it on the menu and will 
run to the place. But not just Greeks order it. 
Our customers trust us. They know we stand 
behind our food. So they order it, and they love 
it. An old high school friend of mine, I got him 
to try it. He said, ‘The next time you make it, 
text me, ” he said. “People who eat it are not 
put off by the cute little bunny connection.” 

He said he would put rabbit on the menu 
more frequently if meat from Connecticut 
farms was more readily available. “We’re 
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Jason Jakubowski, Foodshare’s president 
and chief executive, said. “They are not 
putting up four walls and a door. What 
they are talking about is creating a food 
campus, an area dedicated to food storage, 
food processing, food distribution.” 

Jakubowski said in his views the lack 
of centralized food distribution system 
for local growers locked out farmers from 
contracts, for the most part, from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s “Farmers to 
Families Food Box” program during the 
height of the pandemic. 

Those boxes distributed fresh produce 
for those in need at locations in Connecti- 
cut such as Rentschler Field in East Hart- 
ford. 

“We were in a situation in which 100% of 
the food that we were distributing as part 
of that program during the emergency was 
from out of state,” Jakubowski said. “I know 
that is still a bone of contention among a lot 
of the farmers in Connecticut.” 

Jakubowski said Foodshare had leased 
space at the regional market in the past, but 
it’s aging refrigeration systems often broke 
down. But Jakubowki said Foodshare was 
“ready to step up to the plate with some 
investment of our own.” However, the 
plans still need to be further developed, 
he said. 

Freimuth said a revitalized regional 
market would boost the state’s agricultural 
industry and help keep more farms open. 

“We want our shelves full, our farms 
protected and not candidates for subdivi- 
sions and we want local food,” Freimuth 
said. “What are we willing to invest to get 
these?” 


Kenneth R. Gosselin can be reached 
at kgosselin@courant.com. 


always looking for stuff that is locally farm 
raised,” he said. 

Olivia Benson has seen this. The co-owner, 
with her husband Justin, of FoxView Farm 
in Canterbury submitted written testimony 
regarding the 2020 bill and discussed her talks 
with Connecticut restaurateurs. “There was 
no lack of enthusiasm as I introduced myself 
and my product. One owner and chef whom 
I spoke with explained how he had been 
searching for locally raised rabbit for well over 
a year, and had come up empty-handed. Asa 
farm-to-table restaurateur, he simply refuses 
to purchase frozen rabbit meat from a national 
distributor, but wants nothing more than to 
introduce his patrons to the amazing culinary 
opportunity that rabbit meat provides.” 

Benson would deny that there is no demand 
among the general public. Potential custom- 
ers have told her that they want to try rabbit, 
but as an unfamiliar meat, they don’t know 
how to cook it. “They’re nervous to take that 
step. They want to leave that to the profession- 
als. That’s where restaurants would find most 
of their market for it. People want to give it a 
try but don’t want to make something where 
there is alack of knowledge of how to prepare 
it?’ Benson said. 


Small farms 


Another opposition brought up by many 
opponents is concern that the rabbits would 
be subjected to conditions often common at 
large-scale production facilities. “This bill will 
allow the processing of thousands of rabbits 
and will bring factory-like farming conditions 
of rabbits to Connecticut under the guise of 
promoting farming in the state,” Danielle 
Heller of Hamden wrote in her opposition to 
HB-5263. 

Larese, a small farmer, is of a like mind with 
the opponents in her aversion to factory farming. 

“T absolutely agree that factory farming is 
inhumane and shouldn’t be allowed to exist 
at all. There are right ways to farm and several 
not right ways to farm. That nuance often gets 
lost in the conversation,” she said. “We have 
worked so hard on our farm to size our oper- 
ation, not toward making money but on the 
humane aspect of how we grow.” 

Dubitsky, who co-sponsored Lanoue’s 
2020 bill and plans to co-sponsor the new bill, 
pointed out that the exemption would benefit 
small farmers only. He said in his mind, the bill 
is about helping those farmers make a living. 

“The farmers are trying to increase the vari- 
ety of foods people can eat and have access to 
in the state,” he said. “If farmers want to make 
a business out of it, it should be easy to be able 
to sell.” 


Susan Dunne can be reached at sdunne@ 
courant.com. 
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Forces battle in Mariupol’s streets 


Ukraine: School 
where 400 sought 
shelter is bombed 


By Cara Anna 


Associated Press 


LVIV, Ukraine — 
Ukrainian authorities said 
Sunday that Russia’s military 
bombed an art school shel- 
tering about 400 people in 
Mariupol, and tearful evacu- 
ees from the devastated port 
city described how “battles 
took place over every street,” 
weeks into the siege. 

The fall of Mariupol 
would allow Russian forces 
in southern and eastern 
Ukraine to link up. But West- 
ern military analysts say that 
even if the surrounded city 
is taken, the troops battling 
a block at a time for control 
there may be too depleted to 
help secure Russian break- 
throughs on other fronts. 

Three weeks into the 
invasion, Western govern- 
ments and analysts see the 
conflict shifting to a war of 
attrition, with bogged down 
Russian forces launch- 
ing long-range missiles at 
cities and military bases as 
Ukrainian forces carry out 
hit-and-run attacks and seek 
to sever their supply lines. 

Ukrainians “have not 
greeted Russian soldiers 
with a bunch of flowers,” 
President Volodymyr Zelen- 
skyy told CNN, but with 
“weapons in their hand.” 

Moscow cannot hope to 
rule the country, he added, 
given Ukrainians’ enmity 
toward the Russian forces. 

The strike on the art 
school was the second time 
in less than a week that off- 
cials reported an attack ona 
public building where Mari- 
upol residents had taken 





Ukrainian servivcemen attend the funeral service Sunday in Kyiv for marine Alexandr Khovtun, who was killed in combat in the 


town of Huta-Mezhyhirska, north of the capital. FELIPE DANA/AP 


shelter. On Wednesday, a 
bomb hit a theater where 
more than 1,000 people 
were believed to be shelter- 
ing. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties in the 
school attack, which Asso- 
ciated Press could not inde- 
pendently verify. Ukrainian 
officials have not given an 
update on the search of the 
theater since Friday, when 
they said at least 130 people 
had been rescued and 
another 1,300 were trapped 
by rubble. 

Unexpectedly strong 
Ukrainian resistance has 
dashed Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s hopes 
for a quick victory after he 


ordered the Feb. 24 invasion 
of his neighbor. In recent 
days, Russian forces have 
entered Mariupol, cutting it 
off from the sea and devas- 
tating a massive steel plant. 
But taking the city could 
prove costly. 

“The block-by-block 
fighting in Mariupol itself 
is costing the Russian mili- 
tary time, initiative and 
combat power,” the Wash- 
ington-based Institute for 
the Study of War said. 

In ablunt assessment, the 
think tank concluded that 
Russia failed in its initial 
campaign to take the capi- 
tal of Kyiv and other major 
cities quickly, and its stalled 
invasion is creating condi- 


‘There is no city anymore; 
Mariupol resident says 


Ukrainians who 
are able to escape 
take trains to safety 


By Cara Anna 
and Renata Brito 
Associated Press 


LVIV, Ukraine — The heat 
on the train was as thick as 
the anxiety. Ukrainian survi- 
vors of one of the most brutal 
sieges in modern history 
were in the final minutes of 
their ride to relative safety. 

Some carried only what 
they had at hand when they 
seized the chance to escape 
the port of Mariupol amid 
relentless Russian bombard- 
ment. Some fled so quickly 
that relatives who were still 
in the starving, freezing 
Ukrainian city on the Sea of 
Azov aren’t aware that they 
have gone. 

“There is no city 
anymore,” Marina Galla 
said. 

She wept in the doorway 
of a crowded train compart- 
ment that was pulling into 
the western Ukrainian city 
of Lviv. 

The relief of being free 
from weeks of threats and 
deprivation, of seeing bodies 
in the streets and drinking 
melted snow because there 
was no water, was crushed 
by sadness as she thought of 
family members left behind. 





People gather Sunday in Habima Square in Tel Aviv, Israel, to 


“I don’t know anything 
about them,” she said. “My 
mother, grandmother, 
grandfather and father. 
They don’t even know that 
we have left.” 

Seeing her tears, her 
13-year-old son kissed her 
over and over, offering 
comfort. 

Mariupol authorities 
say nearly 10% of the city’s 
population of 430,000 have 
fled over the past week, risk- 
ing their lives in convoys out. 

For Galla, the memories 
are too fresh. 

For three weeks, she and 
her son lived in the base- 
ment of Mariupol’s Palace 
of Culture to hide from the 
Russian shelling, moving 
underground. 

“We had no water, no 
light, no gas, absolutely no 
communications,” she said. 

They cooked meals 
outside with wood in the 
yard, even while under fire. 

Even as they finally fled 
Mariupol, aiming to reach 
trains heading west to 
safety, Russian soldiers at 
checkpoints made a chill- 
ing suggestion: It would 
be better to go to the 
Russian-occupied city of 
Melitopol or the Russian-an- 
nexed Crimean Peninsula 
instead. 

It’s a suggestion that resi- 
dents found ludicrous after 
the Russians on Wednes- 


—————— 


watch Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s address to 
the Knesset, Israel’s parliament. MAYA ALLERUZZO/AP 


day bombed a Mariupol 
theater where children and 
others were sheltering, and 
after authorities on Sunday 
said an art school holding 
hundreds of people in Mari- 
upol had been bombed. 

For hours on Sunday’s 
train journey, survivors 
shared their experiences 
with fellow passengers. 
Even residents of other 
Ukrainian cities that have 
been battered or occupied 
by the Russians see Mariu- 
pol as a horror apart. 

One resident of Melitopol, 
Yelena Sovchyuk, shared a 
train compartment with a 
Mariupol family. She bought 
them food, she said. They 
had nothing, only a small 
bag. 

“Everyone from there is in 
deep shock,” Sovchyuk said. 

She recalled seeing 
convoys from the besieged 
city on the road. “There’s a 
way to tell a Mariupol car,” 
she said. “They have no glass 
in their windows.” 

With deep disdain, 
Sovchyuk said Russian 
soldiers amid such devas- 
tation were still encourag- 
ing Ukrainians to come to 
Russia, claiming it would be 
for their safety. 

The Mariupol City Coun- 
cil has asserted that several 
thousand residents were 
taken into Russia against 
their will over the past week. 


tions for a “very violent and 
bloody” stalemate. 

U.S. Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin said Ukrainian 
resistance means Putin’s 
“forces on the ground are 
essentially stalled.” 

“Tt’s had the effect of him 
moving his forces into a 
woodchipper,” Austin told 
CBS on Sunday. 

In Ukraine’s major cities, 
hundreds of men, women 
and children have been 
killed in Russian bombard- 
ment. Millions have moved 
to underground shelters or 
fled the country. 

In the hard-hit northeast- 
ern city of Sumy, authori- 
ties evacuated 71 orphaned 
babies through a humani- 
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tarian corridor, regional Gov. 
Dmytro Zhyvytskyy said 
Sunday. He said the orphans, 
most of whom need constant 
medical attention, would be 
taken out of the country. 

At least 20 babies carried 
by Ukrainian surrogate 
mothers are stuck in a make- 
shift bomb shelter in Kyiv, 
waiting for parents to enter 
the war zone to pick them 
up. The infants — some only 
days old — are being cared 
for by nurses trapped in the 
shelter by constant shelling 
from Russian troops trying 
to encircle the city. 

Russian shelling killed at 
least five civilians, includ- 
ing a 9-year-old boy, in the 
eastern city of Kharkiv, 


Ukraine’s second-largest. 

The British Defense 
Ministry said Russia’s failure 
to gain control of Ukrainian 
airspace “has significantly 
blunted their operational 
progress,” forcing them to 
rely on weapons launched 
from Russia. 

At least 40 Ukrainian 
troops were killed Friday by 
a Russian missile strike on 
their barracks in the Black 
Sea port of Mykolaiv, Mayor 
Oleksandr Senkevich said 
in televised remarks. The 
missiles were fired from 
the neighboring Kherson 
region, leaving little time to 
respond, he said. 

Separately, the Russian 
Defense Ministry said a 
Kinzhal hypersonic missile 
hit a Ukrainian fuel depot 
in Kostiantynivka, a city 
near Mykolaiv. The Russian 
military said Saturday that 
it used a Kinzhal for the first 
time in combat to destroy 
an ammunition depot in the 
Carpathian Mountains in 
western Ukraine. 

Russia has said the 
Kinzhal, carried by MiG-31 
fighter jets, has a range of 
up to about 1,250 miles and 
flies at 10 times the speed of 
sound. The Pentagon says it 
has not yet confirmed its use 
in Ukraine. 

Western analysts played 
down the hypersonic weap- 
on’s significance, saying it 
was “not a game-changer,” 
but rather a “message of 
intimidation and deter- 
rence” toward Ukraine 
and the West, said Valeriy 
Akimenko, senior research 
associate at the Conflict 
Studies Research Centre in 
England. 

The U.N. has confirmed 
902 civilian deaths in the 
war but concedes the actual 
toll is likely much higher. 





A mother embraces her son who escaped the besieged city of Mariupol and arrived at the train 
station in Lviv, western Ukraine on Sunday. BERNAT ARMANGUE/AP 


On Sunday, the Russia- 
backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine said 2,973 people 
had been “evacuated” from 
Mariupol since March 5, 
including 541 over the last 
24 hours. 

The train of survi- 
vors on Sunday afternoon 
approached the central 
station of Lviv, the city near 
Poland that has absorbed 
an estimated 200,000 
people fleeing other areas 
of Ukraine. As they climbed 
off one by one into the arms 
of family and friends after 
weeks of fearing for their 
lives, some Mariupol survi- 


vors wept. 

A mother embraced a 
red-faced, teary teenage boy 
at the foot of the steps. An 
elderly woman ina kerchief, 
helped off the train, walked 
away in silence. Another 
stood motionless among her 
bags, blinking behind thick 
glasses. Her hair askew, 
clutched by family, Olga 
Nikitina cried on the plat- 
form. 

“They began to destroy 
our city, completely, house 
after house,” the woman 
said. “Battles took place over 
every street. Every house 
became a target.” 


Gunshots blew out 
the windows. When the 
temperatures in her apart- 
ment dropped below freez- 
ing. Nikitina moved in with 
her godmother, who has 
cancer and takes care of her 
elderly father. Ukrainian 
soldiers later came and 
warned them their house 
would come under fire. 

“Either hide or move out,” 
the soldiers said. 

Nikitina left. The others 
were too fragile to flee. 
Now, like so many Mariu- 
pol survivors who escaped, 


she doesn’t know the fate of 
those left behind. 


Zelenskyy evokes Holocaust in appeal to Israel 


By Josef Federman 


Associated Press 


JERUSALEM — 
Ukraine’s president on 
Sunday called on Israel 
to take a stronger stand 
against Russia, delivering 
an emotional appeal that 
compared Russia’s invasion 
of his country to the actions 
of Nazi Germany. 

In a speech to Israeli 
lawmakers over Zoom, Pres- 
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said it was time for Israel, 
which has emerged as a key 


mediator between Ukraine 
and Russia, to finally take 
sides. He said Israel should 
follow its Western allies 
by imposing sanctions and 
providing arms to Ukraine. 
“One can ask for a long 
time why we can’t accept 
weapons from you or why 
Israel didn’t impose sanc- 
tions against Russia, why 
you are not putting pres- 
sure on Russian business,” 
he said. “It is your choice, 
dear brothers and sisters.” 
Zelenskyy, who has care- 
fully catered a series of simi- 


lar parliamentary speeches 
to his audiences, made 
frequent references to the 
Holocaust as he tried to rally 
support. The comparisons 
drew an angry condemna- 
tion from Israel’s national 
Holocaust memorial, which 
said Zelenskyy was trivializ- 
ing the Holocaust. 
Zelenskyy accused 
Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin of trying to carry 
outa “final solution” against 
Ukraine — using the Nazi 
term for its planned geno- 
cide of 6 million Jews during 


World War II. 

“You remember it and 
will never forget it for sure,” 
he said. “But you should 
hear what is coming from 
Moscow now. They are 
saying the same words now: 
‘final solution’ But this 
time it’s about us, about the 
Ukrainian question.” 

Zelenskyy, who is Jewish, 
also noted that a Russian 
missile slammed into Babi 
Yar — the spot of anotorious 
Nazi massacre in 1941 that 
now hosts Ukraine’s main 
Holocaust memorial. 
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some legislation might have been changed 
over the past two years if the advocates 
could have lobbied more aggressively and 
in person as they always did in the past. 

“T think there are a lot of bills that would 
have been different had the building been 
open,” said House Republican leader 
Vincent Candelora of North Branford. “I’m 
glad that the advocates are back in the build- 
ing to be able to have their positions be heard 
so that we can make better legislation.” 

Candelora cited the controversial police 
accountability bill that was passed largely 
on party lines by the Democratic-controlled 
legislature in July 2020 and signed into law 
by Gov. Ned Lamont. Advocates did not say 
they would have blocked the complicated, 
71-page bill entirely but say they might 
have softened some provisions that officers 
believe were too tough on police. 

Police unions were particularly concerned 
about changes in “qualified immunity” 
regarding civil lawsuits that could be 
brought against officers on a personal basis. 
Legislators still disagree about the impact of 
the provision with some saying it makes it 
easier to file lawsuits regarding split-second, 
on-duty decisions and others saying that the 
only major impact would be against officers 
who acted recklessly, rather than making a 
good-faith mistake. The issue was so close 
that a Republican amendment failed on a 
tie vote. 

Candelora also cited the banning of 
“consent” searches that officers say lead to 
fewer guns and drugs being taken off the 
streets during routine traffic stops. Demo- 
crats, though, say that officers still have wide 
latitude on “consent” searches that would 
allow them to search a vehicle if they have 
probable cause because, for example, they 
saw a gun sticking out from under a seat. 

House Speaker Matt Ritter of Hartford 
declined to comment about the police or 
other individual bills, but he said he is glad to 
see the lobbyists back in the Capitol because 
they provide a wealth of information about 
important bills that he personally needed to 
provide at times. 

“During COVID, when we would have 
caucuses, it was hard because it really falls 
on the chair and in many cases myself [and 
other top leaders] too often have to answer 
every question because many members 
would say, ‘I’m not on that committee, and 
I’m not familiar with that bill, and I’m not 
sure what you’re talking about, “ Ritter 
said in an interview. “Emails are often form 
emails, and they aren’t always well-drafted. 
One of the hardest parts is not having a lot of 
different opinions that people can ask ques- 
tions about.” 

Deputy Speaker Robert Godfrey of 
Danbury, one of the longest-serving legis- 
lators who was first elected in 1988, said 
he learns information from lobbyists in the 
hallways and the first-floor cafeteria in the 
Legislative Office Building that is connected 


: HOME SERVICES... 





FURANCE PROBLEMS? 





. sa : oy &é 


Hartford Courant | Section! | Monday, March 21,2022 7 





From her spot behind a red velvet rope designating the space for lobbyists, state AFL-CIO 
lobbyist Joelyn Leon talks with a lawmaker on his way to the House chamber. Lobbyists have 
returned to the crowded second floor at the state Capitol after two years of the coronavirus 
pandemic limited their access to lawmakers. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


by atunnel to the Capitol. 

“What we do for a living is schmooze, 
and not being able to do that for two years 
just crippled our thinking,” Godfrey said in 
an interview. “Since the Citizens Election 
Program [that created public financing of 
campaigns], lobbyists are less influential, but 
they’re still effective and necessary because 
that’s where I and most of my colleagues go 
for real information. Taking it with a grain 
of salt and understanding it’s one-sided, but 
then I get to talk to the lobbyist on another 
side of an issue and get the full information 
from the two differing points of view.” 

Godfrey added, “The advocates I need 
information from are back, and that’s very 
helpful in my decision-making” 

The lobbyists traditionally gather in a rela- 
tively small area on the second floor, outside 
the historic Hall of the House chamber and 
outside the caucus rooms. They work in 
spots around the entire building, but the 
second floor is the epicenter, where they 
stand behind velvet ropes that separate them 
from legislators. 

Brian Anderson, a longtime lobbyist for 
the American Federation of State, County, 
and Municipal Employees, known as 
AFSCME, said being outside of the building 
made it more difficult to deliver his message 
over the past two years. 

“Lobbying is a face-to-face business,” 
Anderson said in an interview. “Something 
gets left out in Zoom. You can’t read people’s 
reactions. ... | can wait by a legislator’s park- 
ing space. I can’t wait on a cellphone.” 

With other colleagues, Anderson worked 
hard in representing police officers on legis- 
lation following the death of George Floyd, 
who was died handcuffed in police custody 
in Minneapolis. 

“T think the police accountability bill 
would have been substantially different if we 
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could have talked to rank-and-file legislators 
about it,” Anderson said. “When you can’t 
talk to rank-and-file legislators, the chairs 
become all-powerful.” 

Anderson declined to outline the specific 
points that might have been different, but 
said it was important to be back in the build- 
ing with his lobbying colleagues. 

Besides the police bill, Candelora says 
a multi-pronged recycling bill that passed 
in June 2021 would have been different if 
lobbyists could have worked the bill more. 
The measure, the largest expansion of the 
Connecticut bottle bill in decades, doubled 
the deposit on cans and bottles to 10 cents 
— starting in January 2024 — and widely 
expanded the items being recycled. 

One of the problems, he said, is that the 
bill did not include enough safeguards to 
prevent residents from Rhode Island, where 
there is no bottle bill, from crossing over the 
state border and collecting deposit money 
when they never purchased the products in 
Connecticut. 

Lawmakers and lobbyists also cited a 
complicated, 300-page bill that legalized 
recreational marijuana last year and set a 
high bar that makes it highly expensive for 
some entities to get involved in the newly 
legal industry. 

Despite complaints, the pandemic did 
have a major impact on public hearings by 
vastly expanding the number of witnesses 
through Zoom. Previously, all witnesses 
needed to appear in person — with many 
speaking only for the limit of three minutes 
— in asystem that forced them to wait many 
hours before speaking. Now, they could 
pass those hours at home before testifying 
by Zoom. 

On the crowded, noisy area outside the 
House chamber, lobbyist Joelyn Leon of the 
state AFL-CIO said the hearings are quieter 


than the hurly burly of lobbyists trying to 
reach legislators for a few brief moments 
before they head to the second-floor caucus 
rooms. 

“There were some benefits to it with 
Zoom,” Leon said with numerous lobbyists 
standing only feet away in each direction. 
“You had that one-on-one, and there was 
none of this chaos in the background.” 

Josh Hughes, a longtime lobbyist who 
now works for a growing firm known as 
Capitol Consulting, said the business was 
drastically impacted by COVID-19. 

“You look at robotics and see how tech- 
nology can make things obsolete,” Hughes 
said in an interview. “It took a pandemic to 
change our business. ... Physical expressions 
are 60% of the conversation. Body language 
is a big part of the conversation, and you can’t 
get that over Zoom.” 

State Rep. Greg Howard, a freshman 
lawmaker who has spent his short tenure in 
office under COVID conditions, said he has 
come to appreciate the hard work of lobby- 
ists. 

“There’s a stigma around lobbyists like 
they’re some sort of a crooked bunch of 
people,” Howard said. “But lobbyists bring 
to the legislator expertise in a specific area. 
... Legislators are part-time. It’s not always 
easy to keep up with your emails and meet- 
ings in a virtual world, whereas somebody 
can grab you quickly in a hallway where 
you’re passing through and can get your 
ear and you can then double-check what- 
ever they’re talking about. Lobbyists bring 
subject-matter expertise and opinions 
beyond what we all have.” 

Lobbyist Jean Cronin, the wife of legend- 
ary lobbyist Carroll J. Hughes, who died late 
last year after nearly 50 years at the Capitol, 
agreed that the police, recycling, and mari- 
juana bills all could have been changed. 

Some bills “wouldn’t have passed or they 
would have passed differently,” said Cronin, 
who has been lobbying for more than 30 
years. 

With about six weeks remaining in the 
session that ends May 4, Ritter expects 
that lobbyists will bring members of the 
general public to explain certain bills, such 
as members of the State Employees Bargain- 
ing Agent Coalition that has a pay-raise deal 
pending before the legislature. 

“The SEBAC agreement — that’s going to 
bring workers up” to the Capitol, Ritter said. 
“They'll tell you that they are more effec- 
tive when they can bring up members from 
people’s districts. You can talk all you want 
about pay raises, but ‘this is me in the flesh 
and I’m telling you about my life and my 
personal story’ That, to me, is a big differ- 
ence.” 

Ritter added, “Now, you have more voices 
in the Capitol, and I do think it will be help- 
ful. When we do some of these bills and you 
hear personal stories from someone who 
lives in your hometown, that’s impactful to 
people. That really does matter.” 


Christopher Keating can be reached at 
ckeating@courant.com 
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Ilhuminating military mental health 


General fighting to 
destigmatize issues 
among soldiers 


By Jennifer Steinhauer 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — Brig. 
Gen. Ernest Litynski has 
received numerous awards 
and decorations during his 
nearly three decades in the 
Army. But he is best known 
among soldiers and his 
superiors for his campaign 
to illuminate mental health 
issues among troops, scrap- 
ing away bit by bit at the 
stigma that often leads to 
tragedy. 

In meetings with new 
formations of Army Reserve 
troops, he might first talk 
about physical fitness and 
training before moving on to 
the story of his own unrav- 
eling after he returned from 
Afghanistan, when he would 
sit in his darkened basement, 
ignoring his family and star- 
ing into nothingness. 

“I removed myself from 
everybody between 2007 
and 2010,” he recalled. 
“I wouldn’t go to family 
parties, events, wouldn’t go 
out with my family to eat. I 
would turn the TV on just 
for noise. I would not go up 
to bed with my wife. The 
burden I put on my wife and 
12-year-old daughter had to 
be the worst.” 

His daughter did not 
speak to him for years, he 
said. He tells his story at 
ceremonies and gatherings 
and made a video that the 
Army has posted to some 
of its Facebook accounts, 
generally a repository for 
war remembrances, vaccine 
information and images of 
cold weather drills. “There’s 
a shame if you show weak- 
ness,” he says, voice waver- 
ing as he recounts his 
struggles with post-trau- 
matic stress. “That’s the way 
I felt.” 

Litynski’s campaign is a 
striking one within the mili- 
tary, where resilience is not 
just celebrated but part of 
the job description. 

After two decades of war, 
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Brig. Gen. Ernest Litynski is pictured Feb. 10 at the Stephen A. Douglas Armed 
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Forces Reserve Center in Salt Lake City. Litynski’s 


efforts to publicize his mental health issues have struck a chord within the military. KIM RAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


the military has yet to make 
significant progress on what 
many experts, lawmakers 
and service members say are 
among its most persistent 
problems: unaddressed 
mental health issues and 
rising suicide rates among 
troops. 

“The needle has not 
moved much at all in this,” 
said Mark Russell, a former 
Navy commander who is 
now a professor at Antioch 
University in Seattle with 
expertise in military trauma. 
“So it’s rare when someone 
with a star on his lapel is 
speaking out.” 

The suicide rate among 
active-duty service 
members increased by 
more than 40% from 2015 to 
2020, according to Defense 
Department data. The mili- 
tary had historically lagged 
behind the general popula- 
tion in suicide rates but in 
recent years has caught up. 

A report last year from 
the Costs of War Project at 


US admiral says China 
fully militarized at 
least 3 of many islands 


From news services 


China has fully mili- 
tarized at least three of 
several islands it built in the 
disputed South China Sea, 
arming them with anti-ship 
and anti-aircraft missile 
systems, laser and jamming 
equipment and fighter jets 
in an increasingly aggres- 
sive move that threatens all 
nations operating nearby, a 
top U.S. military commander 
said Sunday. 

U.S. Indo-Pacific 
commander Adm. John C. 
Aquilino said the hostile 
actions were in stark 
contrast to Chinese Presi- 
dent Xi Jinping’s past assur- 
ances that Beijing would 
not transform the artificial 
islands in contested waters 
into military bases. The 
efforts were part of China’s 
flexing its military muscle, 
he said. 

“T think over the past 20 
years we’ve witnessed the 
largest military buildup 
since World War II by the 
PRC,” Aquilino told The 
Associated Press in an inter- 
view, using the initials of 
China’s formal name. “They 
have advanced all their 
capabilities and that buildup 
of weaponization is destabi- 
lizing to the region.” 

There were no immedi- 
ate comments from Chinese 
officials. Beijing maintains 
its military profile is purely 
defensive, arranged to 
protect what it says are its 
sovereign rights. But after 
years of increased military 
spending, China now boasts 
the world’s second-largest 
defense budget after the 
U.S. and is rapidly modern- 
izing its force with weapons 
systems including the J-20 
stealth fighter, hypersonic 
missiles and two aircraft 
carriers, with a third under 
construction. 

Aquilino spoke with the 
AP onboard a U.S. Navy 
reconnaissance aircraft 
that flew near Chinese- 


held outposts in the South 
China Sea’s Spratly archi- 
pelago, one of the most 
hotly contested regions in 
the world. During the patrol, 
the P-8A Poseidon plane 
was repeatedly warned by 
Chinese callers that it ille- 
gally entered what they said 
was China’s territory and 
ordered the plane to move 
away. 

“China has sovereignty 
over the Spratly islands, 
as well as surrounding 
maritime areas. Stay away 
immediately to avoid 
misjudgment,” one of the 
stern radio messages said in 
a veiled threat. 

But the U.S. Navy plane 
dismissed the multiple 
warnings and pressed on 
defiantly with its recon- 
naissance in brief but tense 
moments witnessed by 
two AP journalists invited 
onboard. 

“T am asovereign immune 
United States naval aircraft 
conducting lawful mili- 
tary activities beyond the 
national airspace of any 
coastal state,” a U.S. pilot 
radioed back to the Chinese. 
“Exercising these rights is 
guaranteed by international 
law and I am operating with 
due regard to the rights and 
duties of all states.” 


Justice hospitalized: Justice 
Clarence Thomas has been 
hospitalized because of 
an infection, the Supreme 
Court said Sunday. 

Thomas, 73, has been at 
Sibley Memorial Hospital 
in Washington, D.C., since 
Friday after experiencing 
“flu-like symptoms,” the 
court said in a statement. 

The court offered no 
explanation for why it 
waited two days to disclose 
that the justice was in the 
hospital. 

It also provided no addi- 
tional details about the 
infection, but said Thomas 
is being treated with antibi- 
otics and his symptoms are 


Brown University found that 
an estimated 30,177 active- 
duty military personnel and 
veterans who have served 
since the Sept. 11 attacks 
died by suicide, compared 
with the 7,057 killed in mili- 
tary operations during the 
two-decade war against 
terrorism. 

While some service 
members, like Litynski, have 
suffered from combat-re- 
lated traumas or injuries, 
others come into the mili- 
tary with mental health 
issues that are not revealed 
in medical screenings or that 
later become more intense. 

The problem mirrors a 
larger crisis in the nation, 
with millions of Americans 
lacking access or not seeking 
mental health care. 

“Members of the military 
have to function at a very 
high level, and that takes a 
toll” said Sherman Gillums 
Jr., a retired Marine officer 
and a former senior execu- 
tive at Paralyzed Veterans 


of America. “We are taught 
to mask anything that is 
wrong with us, to adapt and 
overcome. Military culture 
looks at asking for help as a 
liability, from recruitment to 
training to the rest of one’s 
career.” 

Litynski was born in 
Chicago and joined the 
Army in 1994. He has multi- 
ple advanced degrees and 
military awards over a 
career that has included 
tours in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan and has held a variety 
of active and reserve compo- 
nent command positions. 
He is now the commanding 
general of the 76th Opera- 
tional Response Command 
in Salt Lake City. 

After he returned from 
overseas in 2009, Litynski 
said that his life at work 
seemed fine, but he would 
isolate himself in his base- 
ment when he returned 
home at night. “I didn’t do 
anything,” he said, other 
than “let time go by.” 


His few interactions 
with his family were gener- 
ally stormy. When his wife, 
Jennifer Litynski, dented 
their minivan in a parking 
lot, he reacted by hitting 
the vehicle violently and 
repeatedly. “This was a 
180-degree turn from who 
Ernie Litynski was,” he said. 

In 2011, his wife said she 
had enough. “That is what 
sparked it for me. That 
moment, in essence, was an 
ultimatum, and rightly so,” 
Litynski said. 

He sought help and began 
to reflect on the troops he 
had seen die overseas and 
the death of his younger 
daughter from arare genetic 
disease less than a year after 
she was born. 

His psychiatrist at the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs had an idea: discuss 
his struggles with his unit 
at the time in Milwaukee 
in lieu of giving the usual 
PowerPoint on post-trau- 
matic stress. 


Litynski worried that 
no one would understand 
and how it might affect his 
career. But ultimately, he 
said, “I went all-in.” 

Some in the audience 
revealed experiences they 
had previously felt too 
ashamed to share. “I had 
young soldiers talk to me 
afterward and hug me and 
cry,” he said. 

The speech became his 
brand, of sorts. “When he 
first came to our unit, he 
told us about how he felt 
helpless and was ready to 
give it up,” said Scott Alsup, 
who served under Litynski 
in Iraq. “He helped get me 
into rehab, which probably 
saved my life. 

In 2019, after speaking at 
an event in Florida for rede- 
ploying soldiers, Litynski 
caught the attention of Army 
brass, who encouraged him 
to make a video, which was 
posted on Army Facebook 
pages. While many applaud 
Litynski’s efforts, veter- 
ans who had mental health 
issues while serving said the 
military needed to do much 
more, like improve health 
screenings of new recruits. 
Training must change, 
and leaders must learn to 
address problems before 
they spiral, they say. 

Members of the National 
Guard and the Reserve often 
lack medical insurance or do 
not have access to mental 
health resources. “We see 
sO many stories when a 
mental health process ends 
in a tragedy,” said J. Roy 
Robinson, a retired briga- 
dier general and president of 
the National Guard Associa- 
tion of the United States. “I 
truly believe a large amount 
of those issues are tied to 
access.” 

Gillums noted that more 
troops were sharing their 
experiences with sexual 
harassment, assault and 
mental health struggles on 
social media. 

“This could be an inter- 
generational shift,” he said, 
“starting with young people 
who see themselves as 
humans first beyond their 
uniform and weapon.” 





Rescuers try to recover bodies Sunday after a cargo vessel hit a ferry carrying dozens of people in Narayanganj, outside Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. Six bodies were recovered. It was not clear immediately how many are missing. MAHMUD HOSSAIN OPU/AP 


abating. 

He could be released in 
the next couple of days, the 
court said. 

The Supreme Court is 
meeting this week to hear 
arguments in four cases. 
Thomas plans to partici- 
pate in the cases even if he 
misses the arguments, the 
court said. Thomas has been 
on the court since 1991. 


Arkansas shooting: One 
person was killed and at 
least 24 others, including 
children, were wounded in 
a shooting at a car show in 
Arkansas on Saturday night, 
authorities said. 

State troopers were 
dispatched to Dumas, 
Arkansas, a city of 4,000 
people about 90 miles south- 
east of Little Rock, about 
7:25 p.m., said Bill Sadler, a 
spokesperson for the State 
Police. 

One person was in 
custody, and authorities are 
searching for “others who 
may have been firing into the 
crowd of people,” the State 
Police said. 


Authorities did not imme- 
diately release details about 
the gunman or a possible 
motive for the shooting. 

Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital in Little Rock 
treated six minors who had 
gunshot wounds, said Hilary 
DeMillo, a hospital spokes- 
person. Most of the patients 
were treated and released by 
late Sunday morning. 


Car kills Carnival fans: A car 
slammed at high speed into 
Carnival revelers in a small 
town in southern Belgium 
early Sunday, killing six 
people and leaving 10 more 
with life-threatening inju- 
ries, authorities said, adding 
many others were lightly 
injured. 

“What should have been 
a great party turned into a 
tragedy,’ said Belgian Inte- 
rior Minister Annelies 
Verlinden. 

The prosecutor’s office, 
which gave the death toll, 
also said two local people 
in their 30s were arrested 
at the scene in Strepy-Brac- 
quegnies, 30 miles south of 


Brussels. Prosecutors said, 
in the early stages of their 
investigation, there were no 
elements to suspect a terror 
motive. 

In an age-old tradition, 
Carnival revelers had gath- 
ered at dawn, intending to 
pick up others at their homes 
along the way, to finally hold 
their famous festivity again 
after it was banned for the 
past two years to counter the 
spread of COVID-19. 


Leaving palace: South 
Korea’s incoming president 
said Sunday he will abandon 
the mountainside presiden- 
tial palace of Blue House 
and establish his office 
at the Defense Ministry 
compound in central Seoul 
to better communicate with 
the public. 

The plan drew an imme- 
diate backlash from crit- 
ics of the relocation plan, 
who warned that a hasty 
movement of top govern- 
ment offices would under- 
mine South Korea’s national 
security, require excessive 
spending and violate prop- 


erty rights of residents in the 
new presidential office area. 
Relocating the presiden- 
tial office was one of Presi- 
dent-elect Yoon Suk Yeol’s 
main campaign promises. 
The conservative former 
top prosecutor whose 
single five-year term begins 
on May 10 said the loca- 
tion and design of the Blue 
House have fed criticism 
that South Korean leaders 
are cut off from the public 
and wield excessive power. 


Koreas tensions: North 
Korea fired suspected artil- 
lery pieces into the sea 
Sunday, South Korea’s mili- 
tary said, days after the 
North’s latest missile launch 
ended in failure amid the 
country’s recent burst of 
weapons testing activity. 

There is speculation that 
North Korea could soon try 
to launch its developmen- 
tal longest-range ballistic 
missile to bolster its arse- 
nal and dial up pressure on 
the United States to wrest 
concessions as negotiations 
remain stalled. 


Helen Bennett 
Executive Editor 
hbennett@courant.com 
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Empowering women benefits all of us 


By Susan Bysiewicz 


Our ever-changing economy is due 
for equalization. The Women’s Business 
Development Council and the Depart- 
ment of Economic and Community 
Development recognize that women and 
women of color are the future of entre- 
preneurism. They are leveling the play- 
ing field for women-owned businesses, 
which have grown by 56% in Connecticut 
over the past two decades and contribute 
$16 billion to Connecticut’s gross domes- 
tic product each year. It’s a figure that I 
expect to multiply in years to come. 

Empowering women benefits all of 
us. Nationally, a remarkable 1.8 million 
women dropped out of the workforce 
since 2020 due to increased home 
demands, health risks and lack of child 
care support during the early months of 
the pandemic. 

Even more women- and minori- 
ty-owned businesses shut their doors, and 
many more are hanging by a thread due to 
huge profit losses during the first year of 
COVID-19. 

The federal Paycheck Protection 
Program provided $7 billion to businesses 
in Connecticut. Almost 80% of those 
loans were given to larger corporations 
and white-male dominated industries. 
The PPP loan process was a microcosm 
of the gender and minority funding gap. 
Women-owned small businesses received 
loans at arate between 12%-18% less than 
their overall makeup as business owners 
in the nation. 

Communities of color, which histori- 
cally have less access to regular banking 
institutions, saw even less financial relief 
during those first pivotal months of the 
pandemic. 

Fran Pastore, founder and executive 

director of the WBDC, and I saw how this 
unequal access to PPP loans affected our 
economy. To address this, we created the 
Equity Match Grant program, an entre- 
preneurial stewardship resource that 
focuses on women-owned and especially 
women-of-color-owned businesses. 
Fran and I raised $1.5 million in private 
sector funding that was matched with 
$1.5 million in state funding through the 
DECD to assist these businesses. 

I agree with the saying that the “future 
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Herbert Hoover 
had a point 


President Joe Biden recently 
proclaimed that the U.S. is essen- 
tially energy self-sufficient and actu- 
ally exports oil and natural gas. That 
said, why does Congress permit Big 
Oil to exploit the war in Ukraine as an 
excuse for the meteoric increase in fuel 
prices, virtually increasing all products’ 
prices and airfares, adding to inflation? 
In our American oligarchy, Big Oil can 
price gouge for no reason. These price 
increases are not “Putin’s price hike,’ but 
opportunistic, capitalistic greed. 

Congress, members of both parties, do 
nothing to prevent this economic injus- 
tice because in the past 50 years, America 
has transitioned from a democracy to an 
oligarchy whereby government power 
is financed and controlled by corporate 
and special-interest lobbyists. President 
Herbert Hoover said it best during the 
Depression: “The problem with Capi- 
talism are the capitalists; they’re just too 
damn greedy.” 

Gary Kuhn Vernon 


Union deal a slap 
to everyone else 


Regarding the headline “GOP knocks 
union deal” [Page 1, March 11]: The deal 
was made with the all-powerful state 
union leaders in order to woo rank-and- 
file members to continue their support of 
the current administration by negating 
the contract made in 2017, which aimed to 
rein in costs. 

A $3,500 bonus and three years of salary 
increases is a nice reward for loyal union 
members and a slap in the face to every- 
one else who has “showed up every day” 
during the pandemic. For union bosses to 
encourage people already receiving gold- 
plated benefits to demand more when 
so many others are struggling just to get 
by is ashame and an embarrassment. It 
certainly is asad commentary when votes 
are more important than the welfare of all 
citizens equally. 

Diane Carney, Newington 


Sackler family should 
be severely punished 


I would like to confront the Sackler 
family on behalf of all victims who are 
suffering due to the fact some doctors are 
now afraid to prescribe anything unless 
it is over the counter for individuals who 
truly need pain medication [courant. 
com, March 3, “Purdue Pharma to pay 
$6 billion in opioid settlement” ]. This is 
a result of drugs being handed out like 
candy by these evil individuals to enrich 
themselves. There is no punishment too 
severe for the Sacklers or others involved 
in this atrocity. 

Pat Haefs, Glastonbury 
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Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz shows a photo of Gov. Ella Grasso as she boarded a train in 1975 to travel to Hartford for her inauguration. STEVE SMITH/ 
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is female,’ which is why we are intro- 
ducing opportunities through the Equity 
Match Grant program. The EMG has 
provided 98 grants in the amount of 
$924,000 since 2020 when the program 
was introduced, shortly after the “sheces- 
sion” began. 

Small businesses have capitalized off 
these $2,500-$10,000 grants to maximize 
profits and further invest and grow their 
businesses. WBDC’s partnership with 
DECD provides comprehensive services 
to clients reflective of our state’s diverse 


demographics. The WBDC and I continue 


to promote equity match grant programs 
and spread awareness of its availability to 


State has to eliminate 
debt right now 


There has been much talk at the LOB 
and from the governor’s office about 
cutting taxes and expanding various 
credits. The Republican candidate for 
governor promises a sales tax cut. We 
are told we are swimming in money and 
have tons in the rainy day fund. What we 
have in reality is huge debt and massively 
underfunded liabilities. We have a debt 
bomb waiting to explode as the Fed 
raises interest rates from historic lows. 
Cutting taxes will not lead to increased 
revenue. The supply-side tax-cutting 
mantra doesn’t apply when repeated 
endlessly. 

We should understand a simple fact: 
Government debt transfers wealth 
from the middle to the top. I contend 
this welfare for the wealthy is its major 
purpose. It increases income and wealth 
inequality, which has detrimental effects 
on economic growth, the social order 
and democratic governance. The state 
would be better served by running a 
surplus and investing the funds ina 
sovereign wealth fund. The miracle of 
compound interest will accrue for the 
state. This fund could meet unplanned 
expenses. More importantly, the fund 
can serve as a pool of funds for long-term 
capital expenditures. Borrowing for 
projects increases costs, thus the burden 
on the taxpayer. No more debt! 

Tom McCormick, West Hartford 


Follow facts if voting 
on aid in dying 

I support Senate Bill 88 concerning 
aid in dying for terminally ill patients. 
My comments are directed to those 
who oppose the bill, who fall into two 
categories: those with strong reli- 
gious affiliations and those who are 
not persuaded by evidence, or the lack 
thereof. 

Those with religious affiliations 
should abstain because their reli- 
gion forbids them from supporting it. 
Those who fall into the second cate- 
gory should also abstain. Decisions 
should be based on evidence. Even 
though evidence collected over two 
decades (from Oregon, and other states 
for shorter durations) overwhelmingly 
proves that concerns over coercion 
and/or abuse have not come to pass, 
opponents continue to base opposition 
on these false claims. 

If a prospective juror were to tell an 
attorney that he or she would not or 
could not base their fact-finding on the 
evidence, that person would be prohib- 
ited from serving. Legislators who act 
in a similar fashion should be prohib- 
ited from voting on matters in which 
they ignore the evidence. Abstain. 
Please. 

Duane Lueders, West Simsbury 


women and minority business owners. In 
the last round of EMG funding, a third of 
recipients were women of color. 

We created this initiative as a grant, 
rather than a loan program, because busi- 
nesses did not want to accrue more debt. 
Our administration’s commitment to 
women entrepreneurs and reversing the 
shecession is evident in programs like the 
EMG, which strengthens their sustain- 
ability and growth. 

We specifically targeted women-owned 
businesses in socially vulnerable and 
economically distressed municipalities 
such as arestaurant owner in New Haven 
who used her EMG grant to fund curated 


sample treat boxes that kept the restau- 
rant open during the height of COVID- 
19, Remaining open benefited refugee 
women employed by the restaurant who 
learned to cook, gained job skills in their 
training program and helped them start 
their own entrepreneurial endeavors. 
This is a business model that will 
perpetuate more financial stability for 
those women and their families while 
supporting the local economy. These are 
economic investments in our state that 
will pay dividends in decades to come. 


Susan Bysiewicz is the lieutenant governor 
of Connecticut. 


Tobacco is still troubling, 
even for tobacco company 


By George F. Will 
The Washington Post 


The universe is expanding, but into 
what? An equally inscrutable mystery 
is: What is Altria, and why is it issuing 
gaseous pronouncements? 

An Altria subsidiary is Philip Morris, 
which sells lots of cigarettes. Reluctantly. 
Sort of (read on). It is the largest domestic 
manufacturer, selling almost half of the 


cigarettes Americans buy. Driving through 


Richmond, Va., on I-95, you pass Philip 
Morris’s manufacturing center, which has 
a tower emblazoned with familiar fonts 
used for cigarette brands such as Marl- 
boro and Benson & Hedges. 

But Altria and its spin-off Philip Morris 
International have been running peculiar 
full-page — what? Ads? Not exactly. These 
word-mists in major newspapers say: 

“From tobacco company to tobacco 
harm reduction company ... moving adult 
smokers away from cigarettes ... towards 
less harmful choices.” Using “more inclu- 
sive” approaches and a “fierce commit- 
ment to science” as a “global community” 
transcending “provincial thinking,” Altria 
and PMI are making “smoke-free prod- 
ucts that eliminate combustion,’ products 


that “are not risk-free and deliver nicotine, 


which is addictive” but are preferable to 
continued smoking. 

Their rhetoric is, unfortunately, not 
eccentric: Today, many corporations 
slather their business calculations with a 
syrup of fashionable blather. By the time 
this geyser of corporate-gush concludes, 
no progressive trope has been unused: 
Ending “exclusionary policies” will 
ameliorate “climate change” and “institu- 


tionalized inequity.” PMI wants to achieve 


“a smoke-free future” by selling noncom- 
bustible tobacco products — e-cigarettes. 
PMI and Altria rightly resent those who 
insist that only zero-risk products are 
virtuous alternatives to the known high 
risks of cigarettes. 

The behavior of many millions of 
Americans is generating an ocean of data 
that can be acquired no other way — data 
about harm-reduction from smoke-free, 
non-combustion products. Do they, over 
time, wean smokers off cigarettes? Or do 
they, particularly with flavors that delight 
the young, become a gateway to ciga- 
rettes? We will find out, unless govern- 


ment regulations truncate the experiment. 


Regulating tobacco — a legal product 
that is harmful when used as intended, 
and marketed with heavily regulated 
advertising — is problematic. Democracy 
assumes a certain threshold of personal 
responsibility, individual rationality and 
the efficacy of information. But four 
centuries after King James I (1566-1625) 
issued his “Counterblaste to Tobacco,” 


many millions have not gotten the 
message. 

COVID-19 has quickened interest in 
public health policies, including this: The 
most efficient thing government does, in 
terms of social benefits per dollar spent, 
is disseminate information — about the 
dangers of smoking, the benefits of seat 
belts, prudent dietary habits, etc. 

In television’s early days, the sponsor of 
NBC’s “Camel News Caravan” required 
that anchor John Cameron Swayze have 
a lit Camel cigarette constantly in view. In 
1964, the U.S. surgeon general announced 
what had been common knowledge long 
before a character in a 1906 O. Henry short 
story used common slang for cigarettes: 
“Say, sport, have you got a coffin nail on 
you?” That inhaling smoke from a burning 
plant is unhealthy was clear to King James 
I — Britain’s coffers would soon bulge 
with tobacco earnings from its Virginia 
colony — who denounced tobacco as 
“harmful to the brain, dangerous to the 
lungs.” That tobacco is addictive also has 
long been known. In 1845, John Quincy 
Adams, then 78, said, “In my early youth I 
was addicted to tobacco.” 

Yet in 2020, year one of a respiratory 
illness pandemic, smoking, which is still 
the nation’s foremost cause of prevent- 
able death Gt has taken many more lives 
than all U.S. wars combined) increased: 
For the first time in 20 years, cigarette 
sale rose (to 203.7 billion). In January, the 
New York Times’s John Ortved wrote a 
darkly hilarious report on young renegade 
smokers, such as the Columbia Univer- 
sity pre-med student who declined to be 
identified lest her career in medicine be 
affected. Another young woman said that 
“hot guys that I’m into” consider smoking 
(oxymoron alert) “Grunge sophisticated.” 
She evidently does not subscribe to the 
axiom that kissing a smoker is like licking 
an ashtray. 

But an ingenious public service ad in 
California’s late 20th century antismok- 
ing campaign said: “I tried it twice and I, 
ah, got all red in the face and I couldn’t 
inhale and I felt like a jerk and, ah, never 
tried it again, which is the same as what 
happened to me with sex.” The percent- 
age of Californians smoking declined 17 
percent in three years. 

In the mid-1950s, nearly half of Ameri- 
can adults smoked. Today, one-eighth do. 
The reduction is stunning; the persistence 
of 1 in 8 is more so. In the mid-1950s, 
smoking was a marker of sophistication 
and élan. Today, it is déclassé. Quite a 
change for a nation the father of which 
was an aristocratic tobacco farmer. 


George F. Will writes on politics and do- 
mestic and foreign affairs for The Washing- 
ton Post. 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 

BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


MIGHTY DOG ROOFING GREENVILLE 
https:// mightydogroofing.com 


OSTRINSKY SCRAP Buyers of scrap. 
Manchester, CT. 860-643-5879 

















SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 
built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


TWO CEMETERY PLOTS St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Holy Cross Section J, 
$1,525. Call: 860-826-5115, 
11am-6pm. 


Wanted To Buy 








1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 









ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Buying Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Knives, Fishing, Tools, Lanterns, Glass, 
Clocks, Books & More 860-874-8396 


BUYING 


Tonka, Matchbox, Hotwheels, Trains, 
LEGOs, Star Wars, GI Joes, Nintendo, 
Action Figures, Slot Cars, Models, 
Games, Atari, Western, Dolls, Robots, 
Windups, & more. 860-874-8396 








BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


eens 
AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 


EAGLE KING CONSTRUCTION LLC 
Retaining wall, stamp _ concrete, 
venera stone, bluestone, pavers, 
steps, fire pits, stucco and more. 
Licensed and insured, free estimate. 
lic #0665356 Call 203-805-3807. 








Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 





PINBALL MACHINES - CASH PAID 


We are looking to buy pinball 


machines in any condition and will do 
all moving. Call today! 860 986 4055 


© 





Antiques/ 
Classics 


MERCEDES-BENZ 300SL 1991 


$17000 Excellent condition classic 
convertible with hard top. Always 
garaged. 802-436-2962 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 





Auto & SUV's 


BMW 740 2001 - $2950 negotiable 
740i Good Condition, Nice Driving 
860-539-4439 


HUMMER H3 2006 - $5900 Black 
Ext Tan Int New Tires, Runs Well 
860-539-4439 


NISSAN ALTIMA 2019 


$26,500 All Wheel Drive, Many 
Options, Like New Condition 16,000 
miles 860-605-6895 


PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 2002 - 
$1350 OBO. GT. Runs, engine light 
on, new parts. Call: 860-623-9570 


TOYOTA COROLLA 2015 - $15,600 
Silver, 39K, 1 owner 860-667-1393 








Trucks & Vans 


FORD F350 2020 - $67,500 Mint 
condition, loaded dually, Crew Cab, 
4x4, 12k mileage, 7.3 Gas, 860- 
287-1528 










Buy. Sell. Save. 
courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 


NEWSPAPER 
SERVICES 


LICK 
PAY != 


Save Money 


Save Time 
Pay 


Online At 


courant.com. 





www.courant.com/pets 


. * 


FOX TERRIER PUPPIES $1400, M/F 
vet checked, shots, 860-942-2651 








home on 
3.30.22. Girl=$900 Boys=$850. 
Text 401.207.1233 for pics 


and ready for forever 



















LABRADOODLE Excellent 
temperaments and health. 
Responsible breeder with 14 + 


years experience. Current vaccines. 
$1500.00 802-673-9955 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


LEGAL NOTICE 


The Northwest Regional Workforce 
Investment Board announces the availability 
of funding under the Workforce Innovation 
& Opportunity Act (WIOA) for Program Year 
2022-2023 (July 1, 2022, through June 30, 
2023). 

SUPPLEMENTAL WIOA Out of School Youth 
Programs - Funds are subject to Notice of 
Funds Availability released by the State of 
Connecticut Department of Labor 

A mandatory Bidder’s Conference will be held 
in person on Tuesday, March 29th, 

2022 at 1:30 PM at the Board’s office lo- 
cated at 249 Thomaston Ave, Waterbury, CT 
06702. Please register ahead of time with: 
Ana Goncalves, Ana.Goncalves@nrwib.org 
with the subject line: “OSY Bidders 
Conference Registration.” 

Interested bidders may obtain an RFP by 
downloading the proposal at www.nrwib.org 
in 

the RFP section. 


Mandatory Bidder’s Conference 


IMPORTANT - Any Bidder wishing to submit a 
proposal for the out of school 

WIOA funds MUST attend the Bidder’s 
Conference. Due to the new reporting 
requirements for the Work Experience com- 
ponent under WIOA those 

programmatic and fiscal staffs that will be 
responsible for reporting requirements 

to the NRWIB must attend the Bidder’s 
Conference. 

All bids must follow the specific requirements 
as set forth in the RFP Bids must be submit- 
ted to the Northwest Regional Workforce 
Investment Board at 249 Thomaston Avenue, 
Waterbury by 4:00 PM on Friday, April 22, 
2022, in order to be considered for funding. 
Participation begins July 1, 2022. The 
period of June 1—June 30, 2022 can only be 
utilized for recruitment and worksite develop- 
ment. AA/EOE. 

3/21/22 7173188 
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Legal Notice 
Request for Proposals 
Automated Work Zone Speed Control 
Design-Build Pilot Project 


The Connecticut Department of 
Transportation is seeking to engage a 
contracting firm to provide services related 
to Automated Work Zone Speed Control pilot 
project. More detailed information regarding 
this project can be found at: 
https://webprocure.perfect. 
com/wp-web-public/#/bidboard/ 
bid/98540?customerid=51 

Connecticut Department of Transportation 
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
Employer 

3/17-4/1/2022 7171086 








LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF FARMINGTON 
PUBLIC HEARING 


A Public Hearing will be held on Monday, April 
4, 2022 at 7:05 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers on the Town Council’s Proposed 
Budget 

View the Town Council’s Proposed Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 on the Town Website. 
Dated at Farmington, Connecticut this 21st 
day of March 2022. 

Kathleen A. Blonski 

Town Manager 

3/21/2022 7170860 





The Board of Health of the Farmington Valley 
Heath District will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, April 5th at 12:00pm, via Zoom 
link. For oral comments please call the 
Farmington Valley Health at 860-352-2333 
for link. Copies of proposed budget for fis- 
cal year 2022-2023 may be obtained from 
Farmington Valley Health District, 860-352- 
2333. Written comments may be sent to 95 
River Road, Canton, CT 06019. 

3/21, 3/22/2022 7172952 








Buy. Sell. Save. 
Neen 


Connecticut 


March 21, 2022 Bid Notice 2200 for The 
Diaper Bank of Connecticut Furnishing 
Three Million (3,000,000) Infant And Toddler 
DiapersTo The Diaper Bank Of Connecticut is 
available at the Diaper Bank of Connecticut’s 
website: www.thediaperbank.org/ 
legal-notices. 

3/21- 3/25/2022 7172882 





ORDER OF STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE 
MANAGEMENT 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 


Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 
2-71p of the Connecticut General Statutes, 
as amended, that the Joint Committee on 
Legislative Management of the Connecticut 
General Assembly has issued a Request for 
Proposal, 2022 SRO District-wide Newsletters 
Printing & Delivery (JCLM23REG0013). 
Proposal responses must be received no 
later than April 18, 2022 at 12:00 pm (noon) 
via email at CGAContracting@cga.ct.gov. 

All Proposals must be submitted in ac- 
cordance with the specifications and forms 
supplied in the Request for Proposal. This 
Request for Proposal is posted on the 
Department of Administrative Services CT 
Source Bid Board website which can be 
found at the following address: https:// 
portal.ct.gov/ DAS/ CTSource/BidBoard. 
3/19/2022 7172847 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 





BLUE HILLS FIRE DISTRICT 
CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSIONER 


Notice is hereby given that the candidates for 
commissioner of the Blue Hills Fire District 
is Ariel Marzouca Jaunai. The Election is 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 6, 2022, 
7:00pm - 9:00pm at 1021 Blue Hills 
Avenue, Bloomfield, CT. Walk-up/ Drive-Thru. 


Dated at Bloomfield, Connecticut this 18th 
day of March 2022. 


The Legal Notice should be billed to Blue 
Hills Fire District at the above-mentioned 
address. 


Barbara Taylor, District Clerk 
Blue Hills Fire District 

1021 Blue Hills Avenue 
Bloomfield, CT O6002 
3/21/2022 7173433 

































2 Lines 
3 Days 
FREE* 


To Place An Ad 
Go Online today 
courant.com/advertiser 

































Extend your reach. 
Access customized technology. 
Simplify your search. 


2 Lines 
3 Days 


FREE” 


bune publishing 


recruitment services 


YOUR PERFECT 


FIRE ts waitine 


Stop wasting time searching for talent. 
Find the right talent with tribune publishing recruitment services. 














We work hard to make your talent search easy. With our expansive network 
of distinguished print and online publications and their respective reach and 
readership, you'll have access to top talent from coast-to-coast. 


Plus, enjoy advanced job matching and ad targeting technology, access print 
and digital advertising opportunities, career fairs and more. 


courant.com/jobs 
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To Place An Ad Go Online today 
courant.com/advertiser 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 


Bristol Out of State 
Theresa C. Darby Spero Bonatsakis 
Hartford Delores A, Timmons 
Spero Bonatsakis Windsor 


Delores A, Timmons 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 





OBITUARIES 


hare memories, 


Bonatsakis, Spero 


Spero Bonatsakis, 96 passed 
away peacefully on February 
21nd, 2022. Spero was born 
on July 9, 1925 on the island 
of Crete, Greece to Emmanuel 
and Sterie Bonatsakis. He 
was predeceased by his wife 
of 73 years, Antonia and his 
sisters Maria and Eleni. He 
came to the U.S. in 1954 and 
brought his family to America 
the following year. He had a 

long and varied career, starting as a police officer in 

Greece, a barber, a machine technician at Arrow Hart in e @ 

Hartford, CT and a successful restaurant owner. i L C QO t aa t 

Spero loved everything about Crete. In the early 1970s, } Z U Vr SEC ZOVL 

he was the founding president of the Eleftherios : 

Venizelos Cretan Club in Hartford, CT. He retired to | 

Crete where he delighted in spending time with his 

grandchildren every summer and gardening all year 


round. 
He leaves behind his three daughters, Sterie Pachis, On COULVAaAN L. COM. 


Rose Vouthounes, Maria Bonatsakis, nine grandchil- 
dren, seventeen great grandchildren, and his brothers 
George and Niko Bonatsakis. He also leaves behind 
many relatives and friends both in Greece and America. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 






express condolences, 
and celebrate life in 





acl Theresa C. (Letizia) 


Theresa Catherine (Letizia) 
Darby, 54, of Bristol passed 
away peacefully, Surrounded 
by her loving family on 
Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
after a long and courageous 
battle against cancer. 
Theresa is survived by her 
parents, John and _ Barbara 
(Sundgren) Letizia of Bristol, 
her husband Darrell of 30 
| years, daughters Taylor Darby 
Henderson anid husband, Todd of Colchester, and Sarah 
and Olivia both of Bristol: three sisters, Rachel Letizia 
Sattler and husband Jay of Bristol, Alison Letizia of 
Middletown and Jacquelyn Letizia Furniss and husband 
Keith of Bristol, sister-in-law Donia Vance and husband 
Russ of Sleepy Hollow, New York as well as several 
nieces and nephews. Theresa was predeceased by her 
mother-in-law, Agatha Coverty Darby of Bristol. 
Theresa was born on May 14, 1967 and was a life- 
long resident of Bristol. She attended St. Matthew's 
school and was a 1985 graduate of St. Paul Catholic 
High School. She received her Associate's Degree in 
secretarial studies from Briarwood College. Theresa 
Started her career at Aetna Insurance Company. As 
her parent's accounting firm expanded she joined them 
as the firm's secretary. Upon her parent's retirement, 
she became the front desk receptionist at Komanetsky 
Estates, where she enjoyed helping the elderly resi- 
dents and her warm smile brightened up their days. 
Theresa was a loving wife and mother who dedicated 
her life to her family. She cherished her annual sum- 
mer vacations to Disney World, Virginia Beach and 
Water's Edge in Westbrook, CT where she would spend 
entire days in the water which she loved. Her fam- 
ily nicknamed her “Mermaid”. She enjoyed cheering 
for her three daughters at their athletic games and 
was very proud of their accomplishments. She never 
missed an event. Theresa was on the cross country 
team in high school and later became an avid walker. 
Theresa loved spending time with dogs, especially her 
beloved Ashton and Tide. 
The family would like to thank Caitlyn Gorneault of 
Masters in Home Care for her compassionate care dur- 
ing her illness. 
Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, March 23, 
2022 at 9 AM from O'Brien Funeral Home, 24 Lincoln, 
Ave., Bristol, CT to St. Matthew's Church, Bristol for a 
mass of Christian burial at 10 AM, followed by a pro- 
cession to St. Joseph Cemetery, Bristol. Calling hours 
will be held at the funeral home on Tuesday, March 22, 
2022 from 4 to 6 PM. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to either: 
Connecticut Brain Tumor Alliance: P.O. Box 370514, 
West Hartford, CT 06137 or Companion Pet Rescue, 
Southbury, CT 06488 
To leave an online message of condolence, share a 
memory or a photo, please visit Theresa's tribute page 
at www.OBrien-FuneralHome.com 








Eke Ask us for our -listing of emblems 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries and how we can help you personalize 


Timmons, Delores Ann 


Delores Ann Timmons, 73, of Springfield, MA passed your loved one’s obituary. 


away on Wednesday, March 16, 2022 at home. She is 
Survived by her Mother, Ruby M. Tyson of CT; 2 sons, 
George Timmons of New York and Tyrell Timmons of CT; 
a brother, Eddie Raines of CA; 2 sisters, Shirley Raines 
of Ga and Crystal Wiggins of CT; an Uncle Alvin Tyson 
of Ga; 5 grandchildren; and a host of other relatives 
and friends. 
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Jehovah's Witnesses set to worship in person 


But don’t expect door-to-door 
visits to return anytime soon 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut congregations of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses will join their counterparts 
around the world April 1 in returning to 
in-person worship for the first time in more 
than two years. 

“There’s a level of excitement I haven’t 
seen in a long, long time. There might be a 
just a little apprehension, but we’re really 


A fine line 

splits Levy 
campaign, 
super PAC 


GOP Senate candidate, allied 
eroup using same consultant 


By Mark Pazniokas 
CT Mirror 


Somewhere in a red brick townhouse 
in the Old Town district of Alexandria, 
Virginia, an invisible “firewall” separates 
a consultant advising the U.S. Senate 
campaign of Leora Levy from a colleague 
directing the super PAC 
created to promote Levy’s 
candidacy, Connecticut 
Patriots. 

The townhouse is home 
to Grassroots Targeting, a 
smallish, well-connected 
consulting firm that is 
working for both Levy’s 
campaign and Connecti- 
cut Patriots, which 
launched the same week with the same 
goal: Secure the GOP nomination for Levy, 
then unseat Connecticut’s senior senator, 
Democrat Richard Blumenthal. 

The arrangement is as complicated as it is 
synergistic. Federal law prohibits coordina- 
tion between Levy’s campaign and the super 
PAC — while allowing both to hire the same 
consultant, Grassroots Targeting, for sophis- 
ticated microtargeting of voters and donors. 

It’s legal as long as Blaise Hazelwood, 
the consulting firm’s founding partner who 
also directs Connecticut Patriots, is careful 
what she says to the firm’s managing part- 
ner, Tim Saler, about his client, the Levy 
campaign. 

Awkward, perhaps. But that is the reality 
of campaigning a dozen years after Citi- 
zens United, the Supreme Court decision 
that led to new paths around campaign 
contribution limits for megadonors. 

One of those donors in Hazelwood’s 
orbit is Kenneth C. Griffin, the Chicago 
hedge-fund billionaire who recently joined 
the owners of the Chicago Cubs in a bid to 
buy the Chelsea Football Club in Britain 
from its Russian oligarch owner, Roman 
Abramovich. 

No donor can give Levy’s campaign 
more than $2,900 in each of its phases: 
convention, primary and general elec- 
tion. But there is no limit to what Griffin 
or someone like him can give a super PAC 
like Connecticut Patriots. 

In 2018, Griffin provided $10 million of 
the $29 million Hazelwood spent as direc- 
tor of another super PAC, New Republican, 
to help Republican Rick Scott unseat three- 
term Democrat Bill Nelson in the race for 
U.S. Senate in Florida. 

Griffin’s political contributions since 
2010 are nearly $107 million, including the 
$42 million he gave over 2020 and 2021 to 
the Senate Victory Fund, the super PAC 
dedicated to electing a Republican majority. 

Connecticut will learn in the coming 
months if Hazelwood can attract a fraction 
of that largesse on behalf of Levy, who lacks 
the profile Scott enjoyed as Florida’s gover- 
nor and is competing in a far tougher arena 
—ablue state that last sent a Republican to 
Congress in 2006 and to the Senate in 1982. 

“This year is a singular opportunity for 
Connecticut voters to change the trajec- 
tory of the state, elect an independent voice 
to the United States Senate and help get 
America back on track,” Hazelwood wrote 
in an online pitch to donors. “Leora Levy, 
a successful businesswoman and prolific 
political fundraiser, is that voice.” 

Hazelwood is a former political direc- 
tor of two current clients that have paid 
her firm $8 million in the past four years, 
the Republican National Committee and 
National Republican Senatorial Committee. 

Levy, 65, of Greenwich, is a wealthy 
former trader, a member of the Republi- 
can National Committee since 2016 and a 
nominee in 2019 for a U.S. ambassadorship 
to Chile by then-President Donald Trump. 
The Senate never voted on her confirmation. 

She is competing for the GOP nomi- 
nation with Themis Klarides, the former 
minority leader of the Connecticut House, 
and Peter Lumaj, among others. 





Levy 
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looking forward to this with great antic- 
ipation,’ said Dan Keel, an elder in the 
Witnesses’ Hartford Kingdom Hall. 

“The instruction never missed a beat in 
the past two years, but the big thing was that 
personal contact of being together,’ he said 
Friday. 

The Witnesses’ leadership notified the 
roughly 120,000 congregations around the 
world this month that they are cleared to 
return to meeting in person. 

But don’t expect door-to-door visits from 
Jehovah’s Witnesses to resume anytime 
soon. 

“Post-pandemic, what will our minis- 


try look like? I can’t tell you,” said Robert 
Hendriks, national spokesman for the 
Witnesses. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses shut down their 
well-known door-to-door evangelism at the 
start of the pandemic, and so far have given 
no indication of when — or if — it will resume 

For more than a century, part of being a 
Jehovah’s Witness was trying to spread their 
religious message — typically with several 
congregants spreading out through aneigh- 
borhood to engage residents in conversa- 
tions about God. 

But in March 2020, public health restric- 
tions along with concerns about spread- 


% 


» 
{0A 
aye 
Cafe) oe 
~exrd 3 vf. WS 
= * dy LP 
: amas) 
I % f i 
7 © 
; 
y 
é 


: = 
Le 
= ~ SS = = | 
SS 
~ a 


x 


ing the coronavirus led Witnesses’ around 
the globe to temporarily close their King- 
dom Halls and suspend the door-to-door 
campaigns. 

“For people like me, our comfort zone is 
knocking on doors — going in twos to houses, 
saying hello to neighbors,” Hendriks said. 
“We grew up doing that. But we’re not set in 
our ways — the last two years have proved 
it’s OK to find new ways to reach people.” 

During the pandemic, the roughly 110 
members of the congregation based at the 
Kingdom Hall on Hartford’s Wadsworth 


Turn to Witnesses, Page 2 


f ase ‘3 
seur* 


‘ 


~~ 
y | 
¢ 


| 





Quan and Rebeca Quach are building a food truck park on the corner of Farmington and Girard avenues in Hartford. At Westside Square, up to 
four food trucks will be scheduled at a time, and diners are urged to walk to the park or ride their bikes. SUSAN DUNNE/HARTFORD COURANT 


Food truck park to 
fill long-disputed lot 


Vacant intersection in Hartford plagued by legal difficulties 


“It willbe good to see something here,’ Quan Quach said. “I’m already getting calls 
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By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


food truck park with a 
pergola, a stage and seat- 
ing for dozens of people, 
is being built on a long-va- 

ant lot at 510 Farming- 


SS ee eg = ton Ave. in the West End of Hartford. 
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from food truck owners. The more the merrier” COURANT FILE PHOTO 


Quan and Rebeca Quach, who live in 
the neighborhood, said they hope to 
open by the end of May. 

The lot at the corner of Girard 
Avenue was the focus of a nine-year 
lawsuit against the city that began 
when the lot’s owners were blocked 
from building a McDonald’s with a 
drive-through. The suit was settled 
last year in the owners’ favor, long 
after McDonald’s lost interest in the 
site. 


Turn to Food truck, Page 2 


Hartford’s La Flor offers fusion of two cultures 


Food from Peru, Haiti on 
menu in new ‘mix kitchen’ 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


The Caribbean islands are well-repre- 
sented in the Hartford-area food scene. 
Jamaica and Puerto Rico lead the pack. 
There are also Dominican, Colombian and 
Cuban restaurants. Haitian food is harder 
to find, until now. 

La Flor Mix Kitchen and Bar, which just 
soft-opened at 360 Franklin Ave., has a full 
menu of Haitian offerings made by Drina 
Vaval, who grew up in a restaurant-own- 
ing family in Port de Paix, Haiti. 

Vaval lives in Waltham, Massachu- 
setts, and once worked at Boston Haitian 
restaurant La Perle. She recently took 
over the restaurant that used to be at 360 
Franklin Ave. Her menu is half Haitian, 
half Peruvian. 

“After years of being here and part of 
the community, it switched ownership 
to me. I didn’t want to take the Peruvian 


restaurant away from the neighborhood. 
So I kept all the Peruvian food and added 
Haitian food to the menu,” Vaval said. 
“That’s what I mean by mix kitchen. It’s 
a fusion of both cultures.” 

Her Peruvian chef is Nestor Vasquez, 
who has worked at Hartford-area Peru- 
vian restaurants Piolin, Cora Cora and 
Rockin Chicken. Vasquez makes the 
specialties of his country. Vavel makes the 
specialties of hers. 

Hers include fried pork griot, tasso 
beef, steamed salmon, whole red snapper 
and fried goat. One of the most import- 
ant items on the menu is pikliz, a slaw 
made from bell pepper, cabbage, tomato, 
onions, carrots and lemon juice, gener- 
ously flavored with Haitian spices. 

“Haitians want everything to be spicy, 
so if what they are eating isn’t spicy, we 
have pikliz on the side to make it spicy,” 
Vaval said. 

Haitian-style plantains also are an 
important menu item. The plantains are 
cooked, smashed into a pancake-like patty 


Turn to La Flor, Page 2 





Leche de tigre, sold at La Flor Mix Kitchen, is a 
dish of fish, onion, corn, cilantro, milk, lemon and 
shrimp, served in a dessert glass. LA FLOR MIX 
KITCHEN/COURTESY 
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Witnesses 


from Page 1 

Street learned to gather for twice- 
a-week meetings on Zoom and 
contact neighbors though mail or 
on the phone. 

“The feeling was that this would 
be best for our own well-being and 
for our love of neighbors — why 
would we potentially risk caus- 
ing them harm?” Keel said. “Some 
people can be asymptomatic. Who 
knows what kind ofharm you might 
cause if you went door to door?” 

Like most religions worldwide, 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses had to 
adapt quickly when the hard lock- 
downs of March 2020 took effect. 
Congregations locked their Fellow- 
ship Halls and hurried to set up 
Zoom accounts with meeting 
schedules, all with hopes that the 
pandemic would recede in weeks 


Levy 


from Page 1 


Connecticut Patriots was formed 
on Feb. 10, two days after Levy 
filed her candidate papers. Lead- 
ership Now, a super PAC formed 
on March 14, will be supporting 
Klarides, according to its lawyer, 
Chris Ashby. He declined to say 
who will be running New Leader- 
ship, which shares an accountant 
with Klarides’ campaign. 


Wouldn't fly ina 
state office race 


In a race for state office in 
Connecticut, Grassroots Target- 
ing’s work for Levy and asuper PAC 
almost certainly would prompt an 
investigation by the State Elections 
Enforcement Commission. 

Connecticut’s election laws, 
which do not apply to federal 
campaigns, establish a strong 
presumption of illegal coordination 
when aconsulting firm is shared by 
a candidate and an independent-ex- 
penditures super PAC. 

“There is a wide discrepancy 
between how the public would 
think of coordination and how 
the Federal Election Commission 
and federal law defines coordina- 
tion,’ said Beth Rotman, a former 
Connecticut state elections lawyer 
who now oversees money in politics 
for Common Cause. 

Candidates for federal office and 
supportive super PACs may share 
advisers, media buyers and fund- 
raising consultants if they estab- 
lish a firewall, as Grassroots says it 
did. And unlike under Connecticut 
law, candidates can signal to donors 
when a super PAC is an ally. 

A seven-page legal memo dated 
Feb. 3 outlined how Grassroots’ 
seven employees would split into 


Food truck 


from Page 1 


Rebeca Quach said they got the 
go-ahead from the city for the plan 
on March 14 and began working to 
get permits that day. 

Unlike the McDonald’s drive- 
through proposal, no motorized 
vehicles will be allowed on the prop- 
erty of Westside Square except the 
food trucks, which will not park 
there overnight. If a liquor license 
is approved, a decommissioned 
double-decker Philadelphia tourist 
bus will be installed on the site as a 
bar, Rebeca Quach said. 

“Tt has been empty so long. It will 
be good to see something here,” 
Quan Quach said. “I’m already 
getting calls from food truck owners. 
The more the merrier. We need 
something to be going on here.” 

Quan Quach said up to four trucks 
at atime will be scheduled ina rota- 





Bandit 


is name is Bandit, and he will steal your heart. 
Hoes is an 11-year-old terrier mix who acts as 

if his best years are yet to come. He loves being 
active and enjoys fetch, tug-of-war and his daily walks. 


He would do best in an adult only home as the only pet. 
Bandit also has chronic dry eyes and requires daily eye 


or at worst months. 

Even though specific restrictions 
varied from country to country, the 
organization made an across-the- 
board decision to stop nearly all 
physical contact with its 8.6 million 
members worldwide. 

“On March 20 of 2020, we shut 
down all Kingdom Halls and 
all in-person public ministry,’ 
Hendriks said. “It was a decision 
never made before in the history of 
our organization. That was a real 
shock to the system and we learned 
over the last two years that many, 
many more shocks would come.” 

From Danbury to Waterford, 
more than 50 Kingdom Halls in 
Connecticut were shut down a 
month before The Memorial, the 
religion’s April 15 observance of 
Christ’s death. It’s the biggest day 
ofthe year for Witnesses, and atten- 
dance at the Kingdom Hall is often 


two groups, a trio led by Hazel- 
wood and a quartet led by Saler. 
The memo set protocols for what 
can and cannot be shared, electron- 
ically and in person. 

Adav Noti, the FEC’s associate 
general counsel for policy from 2013 
until 2017, said the chances ofanyone 
checking that firewall are slim. 

“And no one ever checks to see if 
the vendors set up a firewall. And 
more importantly, no one ever 
checks to see if the firewall was 
followed.” Noti said. 

He nowis the legal director ofthe 
Campaign Legal Center, a nonpar- 
tisan nonprofit that sued the FEC 
last year after its six commissioners 
deadlocked along party lines over 
whether to pursue a case against 
Scott and his allied super PAC, New 
Republican. 

Scott was the chairman of the 
PAC throughout 2017, when he was 
gearing up to run for Senate, and it 
was run at the time by his former 
chief of staff. The FEC’s nonparti- 
san staff wanted to investigate if it 
had acted as a de facto campaign. 

Connecticut’s election regula- 
tors have aggressively pursued alle- 
gations of illegal coordination by 
campaigns and independent-ex- 
penditure groups, forcing more 
than $100,000 in penalties in a case 
settled last year. 

“FEC has literally never enforced 
the law against a super PAC for ille- 
gally coordinating with a candidate 
— literally never,’ Noti said. 

Single-candidate super PACs are 
standard in presidential politics and 
increasingly common in down-bal- 
lot federal races, but they never 
have been a significant influence in 
a Senate election in Connecticut. 

Linda McMahon, the GOP’s 
nominee in 2010 against Blumen- 
thal and in 2012 against Chris 
Murphy, had no need of outside 
spending. She spent $50 million of 
her own funds in each race. A super 


tion similar to the setup at Gast- 
roPark, the food truck park in West 
Hartford that opened in 2020. He 
used to be a regular at GastroPark 
himself, when he operated the 
now-dormant Baba Ganoush truck 
in collaboration with the nearby 
Tangiers food store. 

“It took some work to get 
approval from planning and 
zoning. The city didn’t have laws 
on food truck parks,” Rebeca 
Quach said. “We had to give them 
information about the noise level 
— the music will be acoustic — and 
when we were going to shut down 
for the night. It was new to all of 
us. It will be the first of its kind in 
the city.” 

Quan Quach is a contractor who 
once owned Red Plate and Asylum 
Café restaurants in Hartford. He 
is doing the site renovation using 
repurposed materials, including 
huge wooden wire spools from 
electric companies. “I’m going to 


double or more the usual number. 

The estimated 14,000 Witnesses 
in Connecticut began doing Bible 
studies and weekly conversations 
online, often in groups of just 12 or 
15. 

Two years later, The Memorial is 
again approaching fast and congre- 
gations are hurrying to prepare their 
long-vacant meeting halls. 

“T pushed the thermostat over- 
ride and found the heat doesn’t 
work,” Keel said. “So we’re scurry- 
ing. This will be the biggest attended 
meeting of the year. We have 108 
members who regularly engage and 
a few children. On any given week- 
end, we might have 148, but on The 
Memorial it approaches 300. It’s the 
most sacred day for us.” 

James Vernale, another Connecti- 
cut congregation member, 
suggested in-person attendance 
might be down for normal years 


PAC did support Murphy, raising a 
relatively modest amount: $485,970, 
with no contribution exceeding 
$25,000. 

Blumenthal, one of the wealthiest 
members of the Senate, has spent 
$1.7 million in this cycle so far and 
began the year with $7.55 million in 
available campaign cash. He spent 
$8.7 million in 2010. With no seri- 
ous opposition, his 2016 reelection 
campaign spent $6 million in 2016. 

The potential financial impact of 
the two super PACs — Connecticut 
Patriots and Leadership Now — is 
unclear, as they have little history in 
Connecticut politics. 

Hazelwood declined to be inter- 
viewed, and Levy and Saler refused 
to talk about how asingle-candidate 
super PAC might affect the race, 
citing the firewall. Klarides, by text 
message, took a similar tack. 

“T’ve been humbled by the large 
turnout of support I’ve received,’ 
Klarides said. “T’ll let the pundits 
discuss the other things. I’m focused 
on talking to voters, meeting with 
delegates, and building our grass- 
roots organization across the state.” 

Tim Pearson, a senior adviser to 
Connecticut Patriots, was slightly 
more forthcoming. 

He said Levy is well known in 
the right circles, and the appeal to 
donors is relatively simple: With 
inflation up and President Joe 
Biden’s approval rating down, there 
could be a GOP wave coming, and 
Republicans need to capitalize on 
every opportunity as they try to 
regain control of the Senate. 

“Tt is very hard to look at the situ- 
ation and the country and where 
voters are right now and notsee that 
there’s going to be a wave election,” 
said Pearson, a former top adviser 
to former Gov. Nikki Haley of South 
Carolina. “And so when those kinds 
of environments exist, it’s important 
to put as many players on the field 
as you can.” 


set them around the park, turn them 
into circular picnic tables,” he said. 

He plans to use repurposed 
windows to create a “window wall” 
facing Farmington. He will surface 
the scraggly lot using milling, to 
even out the asphalt. 

Quan Quach said Westside 
Square will provide a place for 
many Hartford food truck oper- 
ators whose customary parking 
spots were taken away last summer 
by restrictions imposed by the city 
council. 

“They are looking for an oppor- 
tunity to go somewhere to park and 
not having any issues with the city,” 
Quan Quach said. 

Diners are urged to walk to the 
park or ride their bikes. Bike racks 
will be set up on the lot. Dogs will 
be welcome at the park, the proposal 
states. It will be open Wednesday to 
Sunday from noon to 9 p.m. 

The Farmington-Girard lot was 
the focus of a lengthy lawsuit that 


because of congregants with linger- 
ing COVID concern or medical 
conditions. Each congregation is 
installing webcams so their meet- 
ings will be hybrid, ensuring access 
to anyone. 

Keel agreed, saying his wife is 
experiencing a medical issue that 
will keep her from attending in 
person. In such cases, congregants 
will continue to function remotely. 
And all Witnesses will continue 
using mail, email and phones to 
reach neighbors. 

“Jehovah’s Witnesses need 
to preach, that’s that makes us 
Witnesses,” Hendriks said. “We 
take that on when we get baptized 
as adults. Our testimony isn’t simply 
in the Kingdom Hall. 

“Since March of 2020, we’ve writ- 
ten tens of millions of letters, made 
tens of thousands of phone calls,” 
he said. “Twenty thousand people 


were baptized. We have people who 
are baptized now who have never 
seen the inside of a Kingdom Hall 
or knocked on a door.” 

Even if door-to-door evange- 
lism remains shelved for a while, 
Hendriks is still optimistic. 

“Tn the last two decades we really 
emphasized knocking on doors, 
even though only at one of 100 did 
someone answer,” he said. “In the 
‘70s you went on Saturday morning 
and you were either waking people 
up, getting them at breakfast or 
seeing them on their lawn. 

“As the ‘80s went into the ‘90s, 
Saturday morning became soccer, 
baseball, Home Depot, the cleaners, 
the car wash,” he said. “We want to 
reach people, but we’re not stuck on 
a methodology. There may be some 
Witnesses who never return to 
knocking on doors — they’ve found 
more effectiveness in another way.” 





Haitian cuisine, including fried pork griot, tasso beef, pikliz and 
Haitian-style plantains, are sold at La Flor Mix Kitchen. SUSAN DUNNE/ 
HARTFORD COURTANT 


La Flor 


from Page 1 


and then cooked again. 

Vazquez’s dishes include cevi- 
che, grilled chicken, fried rice 
with shrimp, Peruvian-flavored 
spaghetti, lomo saltado, skew- 
ered beef hearts, mussels topped 
with salsa, papas rellenas and 
many other items. 

One showy item Vazquez 
makes is leche de tigre, a dish of 
fish, onion, corn, cilantro, milk, 
lemon and shrimp, served in a 
dessert glass. 


began in 2012, when the property’s 
owners, Eliot Gersten and Philip 
Schonberger, wanted to build a 
McDonald’s with a drive-through 
there. 

Repeated zoning changes 
squashed their plans. McDonald’s 
pulled out of the project in 2015, 
the year Schonberger died. Gersten 
pressed on for nine years, his suit 
ending up in the state Supreme 
Court. 

The Supreme Court ruled in favor 
of Gersten last June. Gersten also 
filed a federal suit accusing the city 
of illegally blocking his plans. 

Gersten told The Courant last 
June that changing market condi- 
tions would affect how he used the 
property. Last December he autho- 
rized the Quaches to submit the plan 
to the city. Gersten did not immedi- 
ately respond to an emailed request 
for comment. 

Neighbors protested the McDon- 
ald’s, but seem happy with the park 


PETS UP FOR ADOPTION 


drops, which he tolerates provided a treat is involved. If 
interested, please contact Our Companions at 860-242- 
9999 or email Helpline@OurCompanions.org. 





ana was dropped off along with her four siblings 

at a pet store. Apparently their owners decided 

they no longer wanted them. The pet store 
called Animal Control, and they contacted AFOC. They 
are going to the vet for their shots and then should be 
ready for adoption. If interested, call 860-693-0303. 


For more information or to submit a pet for adoption, please email pets@courant.com. 


Florence 


Currently the bar at La Flor 
Mix Kitchen and Bar is not 
open. Until the liquor license is 
obtained, the restaurant is BYOB. 
When the restaurant grand- 
opens at an undermined date, it 
will be open earlier for breakfast, 
with Creole sandwiches, break- 
fast spaghetti and other tradi- 
tional morning foods. 

Until then, the restaurant is 
open 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday 
to Friday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. week- 
ends. 


Susan Dunne can be reached 
at sdunne@courant.com. 


plans. West End Civic Association 
wrote a letter of support, calling the 
park “a welcomed measure for not 
only revitalizing the vacant parking 
lot, but it is also an opportunity to 
enhance the quality of life for the 
West End and neighbors.” 

Joseph Albano, whose epony- 
mous ballet company is headquar- 
tered immediately to the north 
of the food truck park, said “it’s a 
nice feeling” that the plan has been 
allowed. 

“With the way the economy has 
gone, the way COVID has made 
sitting inside in tight spaces a no 
no, this is a beautiful thing, letting 
people sit outside to eat their meal,’ 
Albano said. “It’s a great idea for that 
corner, not limiting it to a McDon- 
ald’s, seeing all kinds of different 
food trucks going in. More fast food 
we don’t need.” 


Susan Dunne can be reached 
at sdunne@courant.com. 





doned stray. She is grateful to be safe and off the 

streets. Florence would love to have many, many 
conversations with you all day long. She is very chatty. 
She is a very sweet girl but can be a bit unpredictable at 
times when she has had enough attention. You will need 


Pieces: is 3 years old and was found as an aban- 


to follow her lead and know when she has had enough 
pets and attention. She does OK with the other shel- 
ter cats, but her ideal home would probably be where 
she can be your one and only queen. Please come meet 
Florence and put a deposit down to hold her until she 
is spayed (and recovered). No dogs. No children. If 
interested, go to CatTalesCT.org/cats/Florence or call 
860-344-9043 or email info@CatTalesCTorg. 


Please include a photo, a description of the pet including age and personality, and contact information including an email address and a phone number. 
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* Adopt US Kids 


I asked what kind of family 
Amina wanted. She said, 

‘A family like yours.’ That’ 
when I knew I had to adopt her. 





Denise, adopted 17-year-old Amina 





LEARN ABOUT ADOPTING A TEEN 
YOU CAN’T IMAGINE THE REWARD 


ADOPTUSKIDS.ORG 
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NOW PLAYIN 


‘THE ADAM PROJECT’: 
What if you had a chance, 
as an adult, to revisit 
nagging issues with your 
parents? To reconcile with 
your younger self? Could 

it fix the past, or possibly 
even the future? This is the 
question undertaken rather 
literally in Shawn Levy’s 
clever time travel flick 
“The Adam Project.” Levy 
and star Ryan Reynolds 
recently collaborated on 
“Free Guy,’ and “The Adam 
Project,’ written by Jona- 
than Tropper, T.S. Nowlin, 
Jennifer Flackett and Mark 
Levin, makes similar use 

of Reynolds’ strength as a 
motor-mouthed leading 
man, a movie star who can 
simultaneously pull off 
comedy and action hero 
antics. “The Adam Project” 
is doubly quippy with the 
presence of Walker Scobell, 
who plays Young Adam to 
Reynold’s Big Adam, and 
matches him beat for beat 
when they meet in their 
respective timelines. As the 
film explains, “time travel 
exists, you just don’t know 
it yet,’ asking the audience 
to suspend their disbelief 
and just go on this journey, 
a high-concept sci-fi action 
adventure that’s more 
about the symbolic repair 
of father-son relationships 
than it’s actually about time 
travel. 1:46 2 stars. Stream- 
ing on Netflix. — Katie 
Walsh, Tribune News 
Service 


‘AFTER YANG”: In Kogo- 
nada’s directorial debut, 
“Columbus,” he explored 
the “modernism of the 
soul,” through the architec- 
ture of Columbus, Indiana, 
and the unique connec- 
tion between two strang- 
ers seeing each other, and 
themselves, against the 
backdrop of the environ- 
ments they share. In his 
second feature film, “After 
Yang,” Kogonada once 
again takes up the ques- 


CELEBRITIES 


DOWNTOWN 


tion of the soul and its 
existence in modern, even 
postmodern, times. But 
while “Columbus” was an 
exploration of the soul in 

a space, “After Yang” takes 
up the question of the soul 
throughout time. Kogonada 
adapted “After Yang” from 
the short story “Saying 
Goodbye to Yang” from 

the book “Children of the 
New World” by Alexan- 
der Weinstein, and the film 
takes place in a near future 
that looks a bit different, 
but functions in the same 
way. This sleekly modern 
world is informed by East 
Asian aesthetics, food and 
culture, and the advanced 
technologies are familiar: 
FaceTime, self-driving cars, 
video games, animated 
photo snippets. It is a world 
so close we might reach 

out touch it, and with the 
warm, comfortable produc- 
tion design by Alexandra 
Schaller and gauzy cine- 
matography by Benjamin 
Loeb, Kogonada makes the 
film an almost tactile expe- 
rience. 1:36. 4 stars. Stream- 
ing on Showtime. — Katie 
Walsh 


‘THE BATMAN’: Just when 
you’ve had it with Gotham 
City, caped crusaders and 
the whole franchise, along 
comes a good Batman 
movie — easily the best 
since “The Dark Knight” 
14 years and an entire film 
industry ago. “The Batman” 
features a solemnly effec- 
tive new Bruce Wayne/ 
Batman courtesy of Robert 
Pattinson. He has a superb 
counterpoint/frenemy/ 
soul mate in Zoe Kravitz’s 
Selina Kyle/Catwoman. 
Selina works as a nightclub 
hostess (vaguely defined on 
purpose) in a mob hang- 
out frequented by John 
Turturro’s Falcone, who 

is outfitted by sunglasses 
handed down, appar- 
ently, from Sam Giancana. 
“Oz” Cobblepot, aka The 
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Reviews of movies showing 
in theaters or streaming online 
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Ana de Armas and Ben Affleck in “Deep Water.” CLAIRE FOLGER/20TH CENTURY STUDIOS/HULU 


Penguin, reports to Falcone 
but isn’t happy about the 
arrangement. He’s played 
by an unrecognizable Colin 
Farrell. Meanwhile, Andy 
Serkis as Wayne’s guard- 
ian Alfred Pennyworth is 
lovely, a naturally civilized 
antidote to all the hellish- 
ness swirling around him. 
Allit takes for Gotham, 
aka America, to give into 
pure chaos, is simple: 
“fear, and a little focused 
violence,’ according to 
Paul Dano’s Riddler. “The 
Batman,” rated PG-13 but 
barely, plays all the sides 
of Gotham’s mean streets 
more compellingly, and 
without mainlining the 
viciousness “Joker” style. 

I don’t know if we needed 
“The Batman,” but Matt 
Reeves, the director and 
co-writer, and company 
certainly elevated it. 2:56. 
3 stars. — Michael Phillips, 
Chicago Tribune 


‘CYRANO’: The new 
“Cyrano” movie is an 
eyeful; but for the ear, 
more like half-full. But you 
always take your chances 
with a musical adapta- 
tion of the 1897 Edmond 
Rostand play about the poet 
warrior of the title who 
embarks on an anguished 
ghostwriting project to 
help out his fellow soldier, 
Christian, at the behest of 
Roxanne, who has fallen 





Steve Martin, from left, Audra McDonald and Billy Porter are set for the telethon. AP PHOTOS 


Actors join telethon for Ukraine 


From news services 


An all-star roster of film, 
TV and theater performers 
— including Steve Martin, 
Annette Bening, Billy 
Porter, Audra McDonald, 
Cynthia Nixon, Kristin 
Chenoweth, David Hyde 
Pierce and Rosie Perez 
— have signed up fora 
10-hour telethon to raise 
money for the victims of 
the war in Ukraine. 

The “Stars in the House” 
special will air Saturday 
on the series’ site (www. 
starsinthehouse.com), 
the “Stars in the House” 
YouTube channel, as well 
as SiriusXM Stars109. 

Some of the other 
performers include 
“SCTV” veterans Martin 
Short, Catherine O’Hara, 
Eugene Levy and Andrea 
Martin, as well as Tituss 
Burgess, Kelli O’Hara, 
Jessie Mueller, Josh 
Groban, Judith Light, John 
Stamos, Norman Lear, 
Mandy Patinkin, Rachel 
Bloom and Norbert Leo 
Butz. The event also hopes 
to feature Ukrainians, 
including Oleg Karpenko, 
a Ukrainian actor who 
co-starred with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy in “Servant of 
the People.” 

Donations made during 
the event will benefit the 
International Rescue 
Committee and its human- 
itarian efforts for those 
affected by the war in 


Ukraine. 

“Stars in the House” is 
a livestreamed concert 
series created by Siri- 
usXM Broadway host Seth 
Rudetsky and producer 
James Wesley that has 
raised over $1 million for 
the Actors Fund’s COVID- 
19 relief program and other 
nonprofits. 


Williams determined to 
return: Wendy Williams 
has vowed to return to 

her canceled daytime 

talk show despite aslew 
of health issues that have 
sidelined the host over the 
past year. 

“This is what I would 
love to say to my ‘Wendy’ 
watchers: Keep watch- 
ing because I’m going to 
be back on the ‘Wendy’ 
show. Bigger and brighter 
than ever,” the host, 57, said 
Thursday on ABC’s “Good 
Morning America.” 

Lionsgate producer 
and distributor Debmar- 
Mercury said in Febru- 
ary that it will end “The 
Wendy Williams Show” 
to make room this fall for 
“Sherri,” anew program 
lead by Williams’ fill-in 
host, Sherri Shepherd. 

In New York but declin- 
ing to appear on camera 
for the virtual appearance, 
Williams, who suffers from 
the autoimmune condition 
Graves’ disease, said on 
“GMA” that she is “abso- 
lutely” of sound mind and 
conducted her interview 


in love with Christian at 
first sight. Peter Dinklage 
originated his Cyrano at the 
Goodspeed Opera House 
in Connecticut in 2018, 
then went off-Broadway in 
2019. Erica Schmidt, who 

is married to Dinklage, 
directed and wrote the 
book for that show. Direc- 
tor Joe Wright enlisted her 
to do the screenplay for the 
new film, and here we have 
it: aswank but errant enter- 
prise, with many confi- 
dent elements very nearly 
making up for a movie that 
doesn’t really benefit from 
song or dance. 2:04. 2 % 
stars. — Michael Phillips 


‘DEEP WATER’: Whither 
the erotic thriller? The 
genre, so popular in the 
late’80s and early 90s, is a 
dying breed in the current 
Hollywood landscape, 

so any time one makes it 
to the screen, it’s a cause 
for celebration, or at least 
notice. Especially one 
directed by Adrian Lyne, 
the king of the erotic thrill- 
ers, having directed “Fatal 
Attraction,” “9 % Weeks,” 
“Indecent Proposal” and 
“Unfaithful.” His latest 
film, “Deep Water,’ is a 
husband “allowing” his 
wife to conduct extramar- 
ital affairs in order to keep 
her within the family fold. 
But Vic Van Allen (Ben 
Affleck) doesn’t seem to 
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allow, so much as he barely 
tolerates, visibly grimac- 
ing when Melinda (Ana de 
Armas) parades her lovers 
under his nose. Outside of 
the complex central rela- 
tionship to which Lyne 
dedicates his attention, the 
supporting characters are 
disposable. “Deep Water” is 
ridiculous and trashy, but in 
that “Saturday night, bottle 
of wine, bow] of popcorn 

on the couch” kind of way. 
1:55. 2 % stars. Streaming on 
Hulu. — Katie Walsh 


‘THE OUTFIT’: Leonard 
(Mark Rylance), the propri- 
etor of the finest bespoke 
suiting shop in 1956 
Chicago, wants to make 
one thing very clear: He’s 
not a tailor, he’s a cutter. 
“Anyone with a needle 

and thread can call them- 
selves a tailor,” he sniffs. 
No, Leonard trained for 
years on legendary Savile 
Row in London learning 
the art of cutting suits from 
fine cloth, and he wields 
his trusty old shears with 
the precision and confi- 
dence that comes from 
decades dedicated to his 
craft. “The Outfit,” writ- 
ten by Johnathan McClain 
and Graham Moore, is the 
directorial debut of Moore, 
who won the adapted 
screenplay Oscar for “The 
Imitation Game.” It takes 
place entirely within the 
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confines of Leonard’s shop, 
acozy respite from the 
freezing, seemingly bullet- 
riddled Chicago streets. 
But the gang warfare 
creeps beyond the thresh- 
old of L. Burling Bespoke, 
and the result is a twisty, 
blood-soaked chamber 
piece, a retro gangster noir 
as meticulously crafted 

as a fine custom suit. 1:45. 
3 stars. — Katie Walsh 


‘TURNING RED’: “Turn- 
ing Red” is the first Pixar 
feature on which a female 
filmmaker — co-writer 
and director Domee Shi — 
ran the show and receives 
sole directorial credit. 

In deft strokes “Turning 
Red” introduces the highly 
verbal, high-achieving, 
authority-pleasing Mei 
and her three best friends, 
voiced by Ava Morse, 
Hyein Park and Maitreyi 
Ramakrishnan. They’re a 
wonderful group of vary- 
ing personalities. The girls 
yearn to catch an upcom- 
ing concert featuring their 
favorite crushworthy boy 
band, 4-Town (inexplica- 
bly, there are five of them). 
Doing so requires signifi- 
cant deception, along with 
dubious fundraising meth- 
ods. The larger plot devel- 
opment here relates to the 
ancient Chinese family 
curse causing the present- 
tense problems for Mei. 
Sandra Oh voices the role of 
Mei’s mother, who knows 
more than she initially tells. 
“Turning Red” is pure Pixar 
in its imaginative clash 

of genres and impulses. 
Yet it’s something new, 
too, its own cultural- and 
gender-specific creation. 
1:40. 3 % stars. Stream- 

ing on Disney+. — Michael 
Phillips 


RATINGS: The movies 
listed are rated according 
to the following key: 4 stars, 
excellent; 3 stars, 00d; 2 
stars, fair; 1 star, poor. 
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Teen sulks over going on family vacation 


Dear Readers: Every year I 
step away from my column 


briefly to work on other 
creative projects. Today’s 
“Best of” topic from 10 
years ago is: family vaca- 
tion. 


Dear Amy: We want to 
have one last family vaca- 
tion before our oldest son, 
a high school senior, goes 


with the same no-non- 
sense humor for which she 
is known. 


Sheila E., Barker, Glasper, 
Blackstone to perform at 
Oscars: The Oscars will 
feature a unique all-star 
music collaboration: Sheila 
E., Adam Blackstone, 
Travis Barker and Robert 
Glasper. 

Show producers Will 
Packer and Shayla Cowan 
announced Friday that the 
four musical performers 
will join under the name 
the All-Star Band at the 
show. The ceremony will 
air live Sunday on ABC. 

The band will feature 
Blackstone as the show’s 
music director; singer 
and percussionist Sheila 
E., Blink-182 drummer 
Barker; and Glasper as the 
pianist. 

DJ D-Nice will perform 
during the awards show 
and at the Governors Ball 
— an event many Academy 
Awards attendees go to 
after the Oscars ceremony. 


March 21 birthdays: Actor 
Marie-Christine Barrault 
is 78. Musician Rose 

Stone is 77. Actor Timothy 
Dalton is 76. Singer Russell 
Thompkins Jr. is 71. Actor 
Gary Oldman is 64. Actor 
Matthew Broderick is 60. 
Comedian Rosie O’Donnell 
is 60. Actor Cynthia Geary 
is 57. Actor Jasmin Savoy 
Brown is 28. Actor Forrest 
Wheeler is 18. 


off to college and work. 

Our younger kids, ages 
15 and 11, want to go, but 
the 17-year-old says that no 
matter what, he will not go. 

We've suggested a vari- 
ety of vacations, but he says 
no to everything. 

He wants us to go with- 
out him, but we do not 
trust him to stay home 
alone for a week. Also, 
going without him would 
defeat the purpose ofa 
family vacation. 

We don’t want him to 
have the power to quash 
vacation plans, yet spend- 
ing good money ona kid 
who is likely to sulk the 
whole time isn’t appealing 
either. What do you think 
we should do? 

— No Vacation? 


Dear No: I agree with you 
that leaving your son home 
alone is out of the question. 
Because of his attitude, you 
should assume that your 
last fun family vacation 
happened last summer. 
Enjoy those memories. 
Tell him, “OK, son. We 
are boxed in by your brat- 
tiness. And so we’re going 
to stay home and enjoya 
week of family together- 
ness on our staycation.” 
Maybe your porch needs 
painting. If so, he’s the guy 
for the job. Cheerfully plan 
to take the younger kids 
on day trips to amusement 
parks or ballgames. Invite 
your oldest son to come 
along, and if he does, enjoy 


his presence. 


Dear Amy: Having had 
the same situation in the 


teenage years with my now 


adult sons, I have a sugges- 
tion: Allow him to bring 

a friend. Teenagers have 

a strong need to be with 
their peers. By having a 
friend along, he can get his 
peer “fix” and still spend 
time with family. 

Our vacations were 
always enhanced by the 
friends our sons brought 
along (we paid). It gave us 
a chance not only to enjoy 
ourselves and our kids on 
vacations, but we had the 
added bonus of getting to 
know their friends better. 

— Been There 


Dear Been: I’ve received a 
high volume of responses 
to this question. I love your 
suggestion. 


Dear Amy: We waited for 
our oldest child to gradu- 
ate from a two-year college 
program before we went 
on our “final” family vaca- 
tion. What a difference 
those two years made in 
terms of maturation and 
pleasant companionship! 

Teens do grow up, and 
if we give them the space 
they need to come around, 
they become very pleasant 
people. 

— Been There 


Dear Been There: Teens 
balk and sulk because 
they don’t know how else 
to handle the prospect 

of their eventual separa- 
tion from their family — at 
least, that’s the way I inter- 
pret this behavior. Parents 
should look back on their 
own teenage behavior for 
perspective. 


Dear Amy: “No Vacation” 
sure was putting a lot of 


pressure on her 17-year-old 
son to join them for “one 
last family vacation.” 

Your suggestion about 
cheerful planning of other 
family activities was spot 
on but leave out the “we 
are boxed into your brat- 
tiness” lecture. The mom 
who wrote to you is the 
one that is creating this 
scenario while placing the 
blame on her son. 

— Mom of Four 


Dear Mom: I see your 
point, but I also wanted 
this teen to see that his atti- 
tude had consequences for 
the whole family. 


Dear Amy: I would never 
allow a teenager to deter- 
mine if the entire family 
gets to take a vacation. 

My response would have 
been, “We are going and 
that includes you. Period. 
If this is too difficult for 
you to understand, then 
you can kiss your car keys, 
electronic devices and 
social life goodbye for 
some time.” 

My husband and our 
four kids just returned 
from a vacation that our 
14-year-old daughter did 
not approve of. Guess 
what? We all had a great 
time. Also, when we are on 
vacation, texting and video 
games are limited, and 
Facebook is banned. 

— Not-a-Pushover Mom 


Dear Not: Many people 
responded to this letter 
with stories about drag- 
ging sulky teens on family 
vacations. You’re right that 
the memories tend to be 
good ones. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Leto, Hathaway re-create rise 
and fall of WeWork in series 


By Alicia Rancilio 


Associated Press 


When Jared Leto last 
appeared in a TV series, 
it was 1995, and he played 
Claire Danes’ high school 
crush, Jordan Catalano, in 
ABC’s “My So-Called Life.” 
His character was the 
perfect bad boyfriend who 
left Danes’ angsty Angela 
Chase analyzing every 
encounter. 

The show lasted only 
one season (but it’s 
cemented in ’90s pop 
culture, along with the 
Catalano character), and 
Leto went on to become 
an Oscar winner for his 
work in the 2013 film 
“Dallas Buyers Club” and a 
rock star with his band 30 
Seconds to Mars. 

Leto returns to televi- 
sion in the limited series 
“WeCrashed” for Apple 
TV+, which is now stream- 
ing, and says the experi- 
ence felt more like making 
a film rather than TV. 

“The approach was the 
same. It was just much 
more material. It was like 
making six films. I loved 
it. I love the opportunity 
to live with a character a 
little bit longer. I love the 
challenge. It nearly broke 
me, but it was exactly what 
needed to happen,” he said. 

“WeCrashed” follows 
the rise and fall of Adam 
Neumann (Leto), as the 
co-founder of the shared 
workspace startup, 
WeWork. It also tells 
the love story between 
Neumann and his wife, 
Rebekah, played by 
another Oscar winner, 
Anne Hathaway. Rebekah 
is acolorful person- 
ality in her own right 
with big dreams, a yogi 
who believes in mani- 
festing dreams. She was 
WeWork’s chief brand- 
ing officer and founded its 
offshoot school, WeGrow. 

To play Neumann, Leto 
immersed himself into the 
character. He adopted “a 
different way of walking, 





Anne Hathaway as Rebekah Neumann and Jared Leto as 
Adam Neumann in“WeCrashed.” PETER KRAMER/APPLE TV+ 


of talking, of laughing, an 
accent, a different range in 
my voice — that’s a lot to 
juggle,” said the actor. 

Kyle Marvin, who plays 
WeWork co-founder 
Miguel McKelvey, said all 
of his interactions with 
Leto during the making of 
the series were of him in 
character. “From the very 
first day I met Jared, he 
would call me Miguel, even 
when we passed off-stage 
or talked. It would always 
be Adam and Miguel,” 
McKelvey says. “That was 
really fascinating because 
it sort of threw me into the 
right headspace.” 

A board of investors 
pressured Neumann 
to resign as WeWork’s 
CEO in 2019 for exorbi- 
tant spending and erratic 
behavior, and plans for 
an initial public offering 
of stock were scrapped. 
Rebekah closed WeGrow, 
which was her passion 
project. She wanted to 
take a holistic approach to 
education and also teach 
its students (who were as 
young as 2 years old) to be 
young entrepreneurs. 

Despite the couple’s 
public failures, both Leto 
and Hathaway make a 
point to say they are not 
interested in shaming 
or judging their real-life 


counterparts. 

“When I read the pilot, 

I didn’t know anything 
about WeWork, and so I 
Googled Rebekah, and the 
media narrative is one that 
villainized her,” Hathaway 
says. 

“T quickly called 
(creators) Lee (Eisenberg) 
and Drew (Crevello), and I 
said, ‘Are you trying to take 
somebody down, because 
I have no interest in that’ 
They said, ‘No, we’re actu- 
ally trying to do the oppo- 
site. We want to lean into 
how complicated she is.” 

Added Leto: “It’s 
important to me to really 
put a life on screen, even if 
it’s imperfect.” 

Hathaway says she 
has only compassion for 
Rebekah Neumann. 

“T just don’t want to drag 
anybody. I don’t want to 
humiliate anybody. We 
need dreamers in this 
world. We need people 
who want to do good 
things. I have thought a 
lot about this. Maybe I’m 
going out on a limb saying 
this, but I do think that 
her intentions were good, 
and I do think it must have 
been heartbreaking to real- 
ize that you didn’t execute 
your good intentions in a 
way that you would have 
hoped.” 
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Aries (March 21-April19): 
Your dreams could feel 
larger than life today — 

or at least more realistic 
than the world in front of 
you. You might have ideas, 
some of which may be so 
inspiring that you'll have a 
hard time not jumping into 
action immediately. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
People could bring some 
truly fabulous opportu- 
nities your way when you 
least expect it. A friend, 
near or far, could share 
something with you that 
totally changes your 
worldview. Say yes to any 
invitations, because you 
won’t want to miss what 
transpires! 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Today is offering you the 
chance to make some 
major leaps in whatever 
direction you choose. This 
energy could result ina 
boss or VIP opening up 
some doors that have been 
shut to you until now, or 
perhaps you'll come across 
an opportunity to show 
everyone what you’re 
made of. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
There is an air of adven- 
ture and exploration to the 
day, one which is asking 
you to go beyond your 
immediate reality and seek 
out new vistas. A chance 
to explore new cultures 

or learn about new spiri- 
tual practices could come 
your way. Don’t shirk this 
opportunity to grow. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On March 21, 1685, 
composer Johann Sebas- 
tian Bach was born in 
Eisenach, Germany. 


In 1952, the Moondog 


Coronation Ball, consid- 
ered the first rock and 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Today could feel rather 
heated, but whether that is 
for good or for ill remains 
to be seen. Sex, secrets 

— turn your attention to 

all the hot-button issues 

of life. Prepare yourself 

to deal with some rather 
major matters. What might 
seem like a crisis could 
turn out to be a gift. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Someone in particular 
may have avery important 
message to share with you 
today — a message larger 
than life. This could result 
in a wonderful opportunity 
to partner up with some- 
one intriguing or sign an 
exciting contract. Sign on 
the dotted line — chances 
like this are rare. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Whether or not you’ve got 
responsibilities to tend to, 
you can expect something 
to demand your atten- 
tion today. If you’ve been 
procrastinating on one 
project or another, it will 
likely demand you finally 
deal with it today. Fortu- 
nately, there’s no reason 


you can’t knock it out of 
the park! 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Today arrives decked out 
with gold stars — there will 
likely be plenty of oppor- 
tunities to enjoy yourself. 
Whether you decide to 
make today about enjoy- 
ing romance, indulging in 
self-expression or explor- 
ing your artistic side, do 
something to add a little bit 
of magic to your world. 


roll concert, took place at 
Cleveland Arena. 


In1965, civil rights demon- 
strators led by the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
began their third, success- 
ful march from Selma to 
Montgomery, Alabama. 


In1990, Namibia became 
an independent nation. 


In 2006, Twitter was 
established. 
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Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Your home could feel 
like anything but a quiet 
domestic scene today. 
Authentic emotions stir 
things up under your 
own roof! This would be 
a terrific time to hosta 
get-together at your place 
or to try and change things 
up around the house. 
Consider redecorating. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): There’s an electric 
current zipping through 
the skies right now, turn- 
ing every opportunity 

into something incredibly 
exciting. Be sure to link up 
with friends and get out 
and about for a bit because 
you could discover or learn 
something that changes 
your outlook and mindset. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): The universe wants 
you to strike it rich today. 
Tune into larger-than-life 
chances. Whether you’re 
in the market for a raise at 
your current job or a whole 
new source of income, 

it’s time to start looking 
or initiate any necessary 
conversations. You might 
even wind up with more 
rewards than you needed. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
There’s an undeniable 
positivity to the day — and 
you'll be benefiting from it 
more than any other sign, 
Pisces. Boost your thinking 
as high as it can possibly 
go. Even if you normally 
keep your talents quiet, the 
universe wants you to take 
some time to appreciate all 
that you can do. 


In 2007, former Vice 
President Al Gore made 
an emotional return to 
Congress as he pleaded 
with House and Senate 
committees to fight global 
warming. 


In 2019, President Donald 
Trump abruptly declared 
that the U.S. would recog- 
nize Israel’s sovereignty 
over the disputed Golan 
Heights, a major shift in 
American policy. 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz Dilbert By Scott Adams 
THERE'S NO DANGER... HERE'S THE WORLD-FAMOUS PHIL, FROM HECK 
TRUFFLES DON'T BITE.. | | TRUFFLE HOUND SETTING 
OUT FOR THE HUNT... YOU SAY “YELLO” 


WHEN YOU ANSWER 
YOUR PHONE. 


YOUR PUNISHMENT 
IS THAT YOU MUST 
LIVE WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE THAT 
YOU DISAPPOINTED 
PEOPLE YOU BARELY 


bi YOU 
WON'T BROUGHT 

BE THIS ON 
EASY. YOURSELF. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


DILBERT.COM 


ury By Garry Trudeau 


3-21-22 2022 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 









g—xI{ HOLLIS HATES THAT SHE 

s\ TOOK MY SPOT, ANO SHE 

1 OION’T WANT MADDIE’S, 
EITHER. 







HOW ABOUT 
YOU, CRESSAP 
WHAT DO 
YOU WANT? 


—— = 


ed RUBIN & WHIGHAM 









br 
PSI 
www,.doonesbury.com 


AS 


SHE JUST 
WANTS TO 
WIN, AND TO 








© 2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC All Rights Reserv 


SPRING ARRIVES 


SOPDENLY . GREAT..WITH 
| GET THE FEELING OTHER yl PROMISING 


TEACHERS ARE NOT VERY ' 
SUPPORTIVE! \ TALENT! 


NEVER MIND THAT. 
YOU CAN'T BEFRIEND 
EVERYONE... ESPECIALLY 
NOT CO-WORKERS! 





Distributed by Andrews McMee! Syncication 





© 2022 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved. 







WHAT DID oa THANKS FOR THAT SCAN OF | | YEAH -- THAT WE'LL PUT OUT A 
YOU TEACH? SARAH'S DOG DRAWING, WOULD HAVE PRESS RELEASE, AND 
REX. NICE TO HAVE SOZ/D SAVED US SOME THAT SHOULD PUT AN 
PROOF SHE DIDN'T COPY : TROUBLE, BUT IT'S END TO THIS NONSENSE 
FROM RENE. 8 STILL A GOOD hme ONCE AND FOR ALL. 





I THINK YOU WERE IN IY CLASS AT 
TREETOPS HIGH 40 YEARS AGO! 








HERE'S A MY HAIR [5 GETTING A_| | 1 TRIED THAT 
SPECIAL OFFER ITTLE THIN. I WONDER IF| | STUFF A FEW 
FOR ROGAINE. I SHOULD TRY IT. YEARS AGO. 


Pearls Before Swine By Stephan Pastis 























IT DOES APPEAR THAT| | THE PANDEMIC 19 WORDS LIKE ‘ADULATION’ 
He WALLY ENDING... |] Rey SMARTER, DON'T YOU? 


ENDING! 





© 2022 Baldo Partnership/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 


A LOT OF US HAVE TALKED ABOUT HOW 
THE SHUTDOWNS AND STAG-AT-HOME 
. ORDERS DURING THE PANDEMIC 
PEaAMS O PLAGED HAVOC WITH REMATIONSHIPS... 


ew ( re HAN 


www. kingfeatures.com 





BUT ZL FOUND THAT 
THERE WAS A FIIP 
SIDE TO THAT! 






— 


7ywvwTos 
; 





LET'S REPLACE 
CATTLE WITH 
INTENSIVE 
GOAT FARMING. 


GOATS RARELY 
OVER- GRAZE AND THEY ALMOST 


NEVER TRAMPLE 


022 Mark Tatulli/Distr. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 





alexhallatt.com 


©2 















Do You GELIEVE AFTER THAT FAMILY THATS NOT EXACTLY THE HAVE YOU CREATED THE YEP. ‘FINKCOIN' IS 









BUT WE HAD TO 


rights reserved 

























— ACE STILL SPEAKING ~~: = ; GET PEOPLE ON 
= wap Ba ee KINGCOIN' WILL BE ‘ 
‘0 TAKING OFF NOW 






a & 
www.gocomics.com 


ON A ROLL 2 30-year JumpStart Troasury 
©2022 Ruff Sketch, Inc # 






Get Fuzzy By Darby Conley 


2TWHAT’S HE DONG IN THE 
CABINET UNDER THE SINK? 





Stet > ha I DUNNO. 
MART. HE SAID 

HE LIKED 

GARBAGE 


DISPOSALS ... 


GoComics.com 3/21 


ass TN Pe 


Monty By Jim Meddick 


| HEY! THIS IS CLYDE /—z 
CLOPMAN'S POWER BILL! |“ 


ARE ALL YOUR 
CUSTOMERS 
HOTHEADS? / 


FIRST RULE IS..NO TEXTING 
MY TRAINE zh WHILE DELIVERING MAIL TO 5 
a. A Rae | wanes 





re 


BES 


‘ 
.>. 


° 
o 
o 
£ 
y 
4 
Re: 
D 
Zz 
a 
3 
S 
re) 
£ 
| - 
se) 
re) 
5 





© 2022 by King Featur 
www.Blondie.com 


RRR BRR oe 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 
SNIFFFFFFR--AAHHHH 







ON DAYS LIKETHIS, 
MOM WOOO HANG Ate 


VE; 


GK 3 
a NF 
ins BZ 


B.C. By Hart 
bY 





® 2022 Lynn Johnston Productions Inc. / Dist. By Andrews McMeel Syndication 













HERE'S A PIC OF MY 


O 
LIVING ROOM AS A KID. HOW DID YOU WATCH 


ANYTHING ON A TV 
THAT SMALL? 





I'LL HAVE YOu 
KNOW I HAVE A 
FEVER, HEADACHE 
AND NAUSEA, BUT I 
CAME |N ANYWAY 


IN THAT CASE, 
I'M LEAVING 


WELCOME 
TO DADDY'S 
DINER! 





THE OWNER OF THIS 
CASTLE MADE A FORTUNE 
FROM HIS INVENTIONS / 


ESPECIALLY THE 
REVOLVING DOOR? E | 


opt 
ae 

a _ - BRAKES. 
cy) Re 
"i q ; . | | 
Ore | 


Ny ssi % 


| ml a 
| o \ Som 


mt Loe 


Mo 





©2022 by King Features Syndicate, Inc, World rights reserved. 


" 
tia 









OK. ALL 

THOSE INHO 
DISAGREE 
\NITH ME, 
RAISE YoUR 

HANDS 













: A in eee 4 he LATEST ENTRY 
q AY FON ER DESK 


COMPETITION 





A eRe) 
p UU 









PIT. BY ANDREWS ASEEL @YNDICATION 
GOCOMICGS .COM / NONGEQUITUR 


W'LEVo 2022 wuex wei 4-2; WILEY INK@EARTRLINK.NET 


Curtis By Ray Billingsley 








YOU MEAN 
RIGHT VOL/L/L/ ? 


HELPING PEOPLE 
OUT, DOING LITTLE 
= THINGS,EASING THEIR 
> BURDENS ‘ROUN 
THE HOUSE... 


L THINK I'D BE A 
GOOD CARETAKER 


CURTIS, WOULD YOU 
GET TWO CANS OF 
STEWED TOMATOES 
FROM THE CABINET ? 

















MICROWAVE HOW SHOULD | SETTER MAKE (T 
PIZZA, SLICE VT SIX EIGHT, 'M 
PIECES OR EXTRA HUNGRY, 










































THE ANKLE MONITOR 
IS KIND OF OVER THE 
TOP THOUGH. 


I/MGLAD 4OUR PARENTS 
LET YOU COME TO 
FLORIDA WITH US. 


» RES. ; "= < di yaa hg 

Ait Seh: S rc 

al gat f 
4 ——— 






HAVE WEIRD 
TAN LINES. 


itscomics.com 


7th | 


Mb, 


© 2022 UFS, Inc. 


ae 















MISS RINGWORM, IS AAA | Bur iMiN THE 
GRIM 
EN aA eee aaa 
THE TOP HALF 






POSSIBLE! 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


Across 61 U.S. capital 9 Travesty 40 Pinocchio’s 
1 Caribbean whose location 10 Inshort supply creator 
resort island is a hint to 17-, 11 Brothers Duane 43 Drink from 
6 __-centered: 25-, 37- and and Gregg of leaves 
vain 52-ACross rock 44 Wolf Blitzer’s 
10 Walmart 66 Fencingsword 12: Classic Ford channel 
warehouse club 6/7 New York canal auto 45 Discombo- 
14 Blood drive 68 Prince of 13 Delays on bulated 
participant Darkness purpose 46 Obnoxious sort, 
15 One-named 69 “I’m warning 18 Goof up in slang 
New Age singer you” 22 Cleverly skillful 47 __-Dazsice 
16 Coagulate, as 70 Teartoshreds 23 Soundsystem cream 
blood 71 Govt. security part 48 Counterbalance 
17 Bull’s-eye 24 Knight’s title 50 Gave 10% in 
location Down 26 Longtime Penn church 
19 “M*A*S*H" star —- 1. Total up State football 53 Shrinkin fear 
Alan _ 2 Caviar coach Joe 54 White Sox, in 
20 “Wayne’s World” 3 Not entertained 27 Prefix with line scores 
co-star Mike in the least scope 55 Physicist __ 
21 California city 4 __ shop: auto 29 Grand__ Opry Mach 
__~by-the-Sea repair site 33 “Who's on 59 “A Visit from the 
23 Sch. witha 5 Rainbow-shaped First?” straight Goon Squad” 
Phoenix campus & Motion detector, man writer Jennifer 
25 Result of a weak e.g. 34 Geneva-based 62 “__you okay?” 
phone signal 7 Strep-treating commerce gp. 63 Sermon subject 
28 Sushi bar SOUP doc 36 Land inl’eau 64 Cheerios grain 
30 Sopa 8 Soap-making 38 Pope’srelig. 65 Opposite of 
need 39 Sst. or cpl. SSW 


31 Payments 
tolandiords f7—]2 [3 |4~ Js 7 1 Ji2 |13 
sz Future | | P| PO | 

attorney’s 14 15 
Tin ne eee 
35 Threesome 
37 Maximuma 
country can 
borrow 
41 Wild hog 
42 “Blah, 
blah, blah,” 
briefly 
45 Allergic 
reaction 
49 March 
Madness 
network 
Inviting 
store sign 
52 Pro team’s 
selection 
from a pool 
of college 
players, say 
56 Frying __: 
kitchen tool 
57 Unwilling 
to hear, as 
criticism 
58 Fairy tale 
bears count 
60 Chair parts 


ah 


Pe Pe ee 
a all 


aaa ee 
ett} tT PE ee 





By Janice Luttrell Tribune Content Agency 3/21/22 


BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


not be on the level because von Zedtwitz 
would not have bid one heart over South’s 


East dealer. 
Both sides vulnerable. 


‘ Oo double with only a four-card suit headed by 
V¥073 the jack. So Becker read the heart deuce as 
#J54 being a request for him to return the lower- 
#19862 ranking side suit, clubs. 
a — a ee Accordingly, he won the heart with the 
¥1108652 WVAK4 king and returned the three of clubs. This 
#108732 #A9 asked von Zedtwitz to return the lower- 
& QJ 1073 ranking suit (as between hearts and 
é eaeh 43 diamonds) after he ruffed a club. 
v9 Everything worked out as planned. Waldy 
#KQ6 ruffed the club and, in conformance with 
4 BAS his partner’s request, returned a diamond. 
ace Wee nach Becker won with the ace and gave his 
| & Dble iv Pass partner another club ruff, and the contract 
Pass 2 Pass 34 was down one. 
Pass 44 The mechanics of the suit-preference 
Opening lead — two of hearts. signal are very simple. A low card calls for 
Famous hand a return of the lower-ranking side suit, and 


ahigh card calls for a return of the higher- 


This deal was played inthe 1935 national —_ ranking side suit. 
pair championship held at Skytop, Tomorrow: As ye sow, So shall ye reap. 
Pennsylvania. The hand received wide JUMBLE 


publicity at the time because it was one of 
the first published examples of the ruffing 
convention that B. Jay Becker introduced 
into tournament play at this event. The 
convention has since become accepted 


BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


| don't think your ff f 
car Is worth this 


“ This all adds up to 
oo. bad news. 


standard defensive procedure and is x 7 
now known by most players as the suit- cal | | 
preference signal. LOYID 

The idea was a simple one. By making oT 
judicious use of spot cards in a rruffing M A tA | | 


situation, a defender could indicate which NOGOAL 


suit he wanted returned after his partner 5 
ruffed. @se48 
Becker held the East hand, and his 
| ea il 


partner, Waldemar von Zedtwitz, led the 
two of hearts. After seeing dummy, Becker 

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. 


concluded that his partner had not led a 

club — the suithe had opened thebidding =a gg mW 
with — because he did not have one to here: £e2een38 
lead. Furthermore, the deuce of hearts, (Answers tomorrow) 
supposedly West’s fourth-best heart, could  Satueays | Arner vinon ne sated complaining about his job 


again, his wife told him to — QUIT IT 


THEY ADDED LIP THE 
COSTS TO REPAIR THE MATH 
TEACHER'S CAR AND THEN --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 


Get the freee JUST JUMBLE app « Follow us on Twitter @ PlayJumble 





TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 


18) [9st] [2] 4] | romcotmn andy 36 CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


row, column and 3-by-3box [Glo] BM s[E[D[O|N|A MM BlelpI[s| 
in bold borders) contains ATR I] T|H{MIE|T] 1 IC! E}X| 1/7 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- IS} I}LJH{O]UJE| TI TIE IC}H|A|D| 


gies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk OlKTE]R Plols|T {Bt Al | {| 
A|LIE|R|T|S| ry {OU} B/E T| 
ANSWER TO E[E|MBW| I {L/D/s| 1 (DE) 
PREVIOUS PUZZLE FI /RIO|N|E|/DMMBY/E|T|I/S| 


GIAILIE|N MRI AINIT 
VIEIN| TH S|TIOO|G] Ee, 


K1O|S|O|V|O 

VIEIR! 
FFLIIN/E}D] TINT INIG! 
JAIN BE|G/O|MIA|S|S/AIG/E| 
E]8/8 MB O/AIN| | |S|HRLIE|D 











CO} ho) ao 
a 
=| or} do 
No 
© 
“I 
OO 
on] =| 


sd) | Go] | GO 





|] |m | oR | >| 0 


OO) &) Oo | 


OO; hoya 
A 
= /0]0) 





Go) ho) oo] & | 





visjosis 


f) i] Co | co) BN 
GO) OT] oo] a | SP ho) 


a>) 
a1) <o | — 





—) Ro) a] |) Oo] co | do 
RO] CO} Ga] — | a3) Gays) 
~]) | OO] R2| Go| co 


Co | G1) tO 





ww 





























heal 


LiZABETH soy ; aN = NFER 
& = iy = 


_ Bae 
"Ltt ot IEEE 


7 


Oo, THEN 
CAN YOU GET 

THIS TACO 
SAUCE STAIN 

Rout oF mY COPY 
ey = ook “BEING AND 


WE CANNOT 

ol AIARTINNZE 

- Sa} “TAS INNATE ESSENCE” 

nee o& Your “Sout”... 
ai 


8 

bore = are seat - \ di MA AIZTINIZE 

eee STS > = A CLOTHING -- fr 
th 
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SUDOKU 





BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com 


Level: 1 3 |[ 4 | 


Complete the grid so each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uK. 





© 2017 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All rights res 


BOGGLE 







1S 


BOGGLE is a trademark of Hasbro, Inc, 12-27-19 
© 2019 Hasbro, Inc. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All Rights Reserved 


www.bogglebrainbusters.com 


TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


INSTRUCTIONS: Find as many words as you can by linking 
iH} letters up, down, side-to-side and diagonally, writing words 
on a blank sheet of paper. You may only use each letter box 
once within a single word, Play with a friend and compare 
[3] word finds, crossing out common words. 





YOUR BOGGLE 
RATING 


151+ = Champ 
101-150 = Expert 
61-100 = Pro 

31- 60 = Gamer 
21- 30= Rookie 
11- 20 = Amateur 
0-10 = Try again 


Boggle BrainBusters Bonus 
We put special brain-busting words into the grid 
of letters. Can you find them? 

Find AT LEAST FIVE BODIES OF 
WATER in the grid of letters. 


Insert the missing letter to complete an eight-letter 
word reading clockwise or counterclockwise. 


~NOODVT LAIN! FIND ANVT VIS ©2020 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. 12/31 





starts with F 








Scan QR code to 


WORD SEARCH 
Wordsearch: starts with F 


Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 


322 


FOURTHODFLJIIVVFRYMC 
Fl GHTAAFECRAFTSORF 
FSBDEILJOVZHFAINTAOD 
MIUWRCZOOYCSFOALFE 
FTRY |lACL TFATIGUETIR 
NItIeTSFFFURNACESFAMZE 
KOLATFOXELFOFS FEVG 
FlFTEF Il_VSOLGTLVSRN 
UFANEFBRPFUTAILOOE | 
SOKAFRREMAKKFSVWYV F 
SUEFUYEILNLEMU‘FFGEH 
NNDKNEtILODGLMOY DAP FR 
ODVGGRLFEHLMOMS YEN 
| RAAUCFIL_AUTOOX TERE 
TY FOSS !1!1LBCRFL IMS YAF 
CFAK INGAUIEJSJKODKNFEFA 
| FLOODFNNABJINHGXHC 
FKVLFRDBEGLENNALFODT 
FABULOUS FARM FIRST FOOL 
FACE FAST FISH FORTY 
FACIA FATIGUE FIVE FOSSIL 
FACT FEAST FLAKE FOUNDRY 
FAINT FEAT FLANNEL FOURTH 
FAIR FEVER FLEX FRET 
FAKED FICTION FLIER FRIGHT 
FAKING FIGHT FLIMSY FROST 
FALL FILTERED FLOOD FRYER 
FANG FINE FLOWER FUME 
FANTASY FINGERED FLUKE FUNGUS 
FARCE FIRE FOAL FURNACE 
FARE FIRM FOOD FUSS 
JUMBLE 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
AES by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 
Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 





EeeeR 
NAN ARK 

©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 





| might start selling 
these for parts. 


I'll take that 


B 
a 
% 


a | 

eee 

2a 6A 
PPP] PT mee] 
“tL | ee | 
tL} ee 


Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 





license plate. a, 


THE FARMER WITH ALL 


THe 


“Pt 


eee TT 
“Lt 
Za 


Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


ACROSS 
1 Actor Hudson’s namesakes 
6 “Judging __” 
9 Assoreas __ 
10 Dinner course 


12 “The __ and Cher Comedy Hour’ 


13 Field and Struthers 

14 Egg producer 

15 Boo Boo Bear’s buddy 

16 Ashley or Mary-Kate 

19 Actor Connery 

23 Decays 

24 “Lean __”; very popular Bill 
Withers song of 1972 

25 “__ Afire’; John Ritter sitcom 

28 “__ Camera” 

30 Birthplace of Donny and Marie 
Osmond 

31 Date tree 

32 __ shanter; Scottish cap 

33 Infant’s ailment 

34 “Pirates of the Caribbean: __ 
Man’s Chest”; Johnny Depp film 

36 Series for Ted Danson, once 

39 Actor Whitaker 

42 “__ a Boy”; Hugh Grant movie 


RIO| Cc] kK] Ss. 
ABO 
ISLOININ|Y, 


JAI MY. 
IS|A|L} A] D| 
GI 





ILIYIRIE/S 
S|u/D| sly 
4 





OL ELy| 


weul’ Inipune CONTent AGency, LLU 2S 
All Rights Reserved. 





KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES 


b> 





f 





DOWN 


— o&— 


r 
/ — \ 


44\\“V 
// \\ \’ 
VN \ 


aa 
=PCT 
eC 
PCO 


4/2/17 





PIEIR|1|s/clo|Ple 


ARROW WORDS 


44 At __ for words; speechless 
45 Early harps 

46 Susan of “L.A. Law” 

47 Topped with lather 











JUNKED CARS ON HIS LAND 
HAD A -—-- 










Now arrange the circled letters 


Ye YWYN YN 

CY yY | | 0) to form the surprise answer, as 
N/A | Nd suggested by the above cartoon. 
CK KK XK CK KO 
NAN ARN AN LAAN. LAIN OA] NAN AIR AINA 
Jumbles: GUPPY CABIN MEMORY ROTATE 


Answer: The farmer with all the junked cars on his 
land had a — BUMPER CROP 


Answer 
here: 


Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 


the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 


Too hasty; imprudent 

Woodwind instrument 

Colin Donnell’s role on “Chicago 

Med” 

Relatives 

Stallone, to friends 

“_ in the Family” 

Melinda __; Ming-Na Wen’s 

current role 

8 Linear measurements: abbr. 

10 Droop 

11 Kathrine Herzer’s role on 
“Madam Secretary” 

13 “Sanford and _” 

15 “__, Dear” 

17 “A ___ Like Love”; film for Ashton 
Kutcher and Amanda Peet 

18 Wall and Easy: abbr. 

20 “Witches of East _”; Julia 
Ormond series 

21 French friend 

22 “__ and Stacey” 

25 Gilligan’s shelter 

26 Greek letter 

27 Milne’s monogram 

28 Baseball’s __ Ripken Jr. 

29 Actress MacGraw 

31 Pea casing 

33 “The __ in the Hat” 

35 Suffix for host or heir 

37 Hauls into court 

38 __ -bitsy 

39 Passing craze 

40 “Grand __ Opry” 

41 Clark of “Hee Haw” 

42 Pacino and Roker 

43 Mitt Romney’s alma mater, for 

short 


Learns to 
live with 


Dolphins 


QB Dan Heckle 


NO O18 OM — 


Eatery 


Browser 
feature 





Miners’ 
finds 


Capote 
nickname 


Children's 


Attendee doctor? 


HMDA 
LMM 
MERCURE 


eo @ -@ .@  .@ @  -@ -g @, 


\ 
\\\Y 


4/ 


= \ 


/ 
\ ; | : 
LV SJ 1444 
\ \ _\ : \ * \/ 
\ \ eee SY Le WO 





&.. ___ ee. ee. eo —. 


_»> 


Bind to 
service 
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Coatrack 
parts 


Make, as 
money 


Flight 


Bolted safety org 


Egghead 


Criticize, 
slangily 


Lauder of 
makeup 


Anti DW! 
___ Paulo, org. 
Brazil 


Deli order 


Goes 
along 


Editor's 
mark 


"If | Ruled 
the 


World" 
rapper 


Manages Songbird 


Palmist, 


oO 
© 


Yearbook 
sect. 


Smith and 
Gore 


Pershing's 
WW1 grp. 


Wide 
shoe spec 


Actress 
Sommer 


Leading 
the pack 


titel iy | PT ae 
BMORCHRGCRE 
| tse} tf qelite 
Hy ty | tit | CxS 
| |- 

BRtin 

|} fe 


7/19/20 








Find 5 


differences 
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Huskies can expect physical 
challenge from Central Florida 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


STORRS — UConn hasn’t been 
out of the American Athletic 
Conference long enough to forget 
about UCF. 

The Huskies never lost a game 
during their seven seasons in the 
league, but the games against 
UCF tended to leave a mark. 
The last two times they played, 
in 2020, UConn prevailed 59-52 
and 66-53, and in the latter game, 
Feb. 22, there were 20 fouls in the 
second half, including intentional 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


fouls on the Knights’ Messeny 
Kaba and Diamond Battles. 
Kaba’s foul knocked Olivia 
Nelson-Ododa out of the game 
with a bloody nose. 

A “civil conflict,” it wasn’t. 

“It’s always a physical game 
no matter who we’re playing 
because that’s just our intensity,” 
Kaba said. “I mean, we can’t, well, 
really talk about what’s going to 
happen. I’m not sure if there will 
be technicals called. I’m not the 
referees.” 


Turn to UConn, Page 4 


Hartford Courant 


SPORTS 


COURANT.COM /SPORTS 





UConn’s Olivia Nelson-Ododa, right, 
expects UCF to defend aggressively, 
as they did the last time these 
teams played on Feb. 22, 2020. 
STEPHEN DUNN/AP 
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Sales, a UConn legend, 
putting imprint on UCF 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


STORRS — Nykesha Sales isn’t 
just a teacher and instructor. If 
her days as an All-American at 
UConn or a perennial WNBA 
All-Star are too far in the past for 
the UCF players to remember, 
she can still get on the floor and 
demonstrate what “Cool Keesh” 
was all about. 

“I actually still play every 
day,’ Sales said Sunday, before 
the Knights’ practice at Gampel 
Pavilion. “I’m going to emulate 
somebody on the UConn team 
today. It takes me little longer to 





The East Hartford bench runs onto the court as the buzzer sounds in their 54-33 victory over Wilton in the CIAC Class LL championship game Sunday at 
Mohegan Sun Arena. CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


East Hartford wins its 
first state championship 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


UNCASVILLE — The East 
Hartford girls basketball team had 
never been to a state championship 
game. 

The Hornets didn’t even make 
it out of the first round of the state 
tournament in 2020. 

The school’s wrestling team 
won a co-state championship this 
year, but before that, East Hartford 
hadn’t won astate title in any sport 
since 1996. 

On Sunday night, the girls 
basketball team made it two titles 
in the same year, beating Wilton 
54-33 in the Class LL champi- 
onship game at Mohegan Sun 
Arena. 


“We made history at our school,” 
senior Shailyn Pinkney said. “That 
was my goal when I came to East 
Hartford High School.” 

Pinkney, who will play at Seton 
Hall next year, scored 26 points 
and had eight rebounds, two assists 
and two steals to lead the No. 2 
Hornets (22-2). 

Ashleigh Masterson was the 
only scorer in double figures (16 
points) for 12th seeded Wilton 
(17-8) 

Jon Myette took over as coach at 
East Hartford this season. 

“These girls did an awesome 
job buying in,’ Myette said. “They 
deserve all the credit. They work 
hard, and they got it done.” 

The score was close through- 
out the first half and tied at 22 at 


Did you know? 


The three biggest causes of fatalities on the road are 


halftime after Kayla Henry (14 
points) hit two free throws with 
45 seconds left. 

But East Hartford has been a 
second-half team all year, and 
Pinkney fired up her teammates 
in the locker room at halftime. 

“T said, ‘Girls, we have to wake 
up, ” Pinkney said. “I was frus- 
trated. I said, ‘Girls, we cannot be 
playing around. We have to wake 
up. 99 

Pinkney took over, scoring 11 
points in the third quarter, includ- 
ing two 3-pointers. Her second 3 
with 4:31 left put the Hornets up, 
31-25. 

“Man, she completely took over. 
She found her gap. She found her 
shot, and she led the way,’ Myette 
said. “Everyone else had to follow, 


and they did.” 

East Hartford outscored Wilton 
20-4 in the third quarter and led, 
42-26. 

“At halftime, we have that talk, 
and we come out in the third quar- 
ter and kill it,’ Henry said. 

East Hartford wrestling won 
a co-championship in Class LL 
with Danbury this year, but before 
that, East Hartford hadn’t won a 
state title since the baseball team 
won the Class LL championship 
in 1996. 

“It means a lot,’ Pinkney said. 
“T’ve been dreaming about this my 
four years of high school, and my 
dream came true and I’m happy.” 


Lori Riley can be reached at 
lriley@courant.com. 


get warmed up, but I still practice 
every day.” 

Sales, 45, from Bloomfield, 
is one of several players from 
UConn’s championship teams to 
make a mark in coaching. Carla 
Berube has led Princeton into the 
second round of this tournament. 
Jen Rizzotti coached UHart into 
the NCAA Tournament and is 
now a Connecticut Sun execu- 
tive. Maria Conlon, who played at 
UConn between 2000 and 2004, 
coached Notre Dame-Fairfield to 
a high school state championship 
over the weekend. 
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Creighton 
gets past 
No. 2 lowa 
to reach 
Sweet 16 


By John Bohnenkamp 


Associated Press 


IOWA CITY, Iowa — Lauren 
Jensen found a new place last 
spring when she transferred 
from Iowa to Creighton. 

She came back into her 
former home on Sunday and 
knocked her ex-teammates out 
of the women’s NCAA Tourna- 
ment. 

Jensen scored 19 points, 
including the go-ahead 
3-pointer with 12 seconds left 
that lifted No. 10 seed Creigh- 
ton over Caitlin Clark and 
second-seeded Iowa 64-62 in 
a Greensboro Region second- 
round game. 

Iowa (24-8), which shared 
the Big Ten regular-season title 
and won the conference tourna- 
ment, had two chances to tie the 
score in the closing 3 seconds. 
Monika Czinano missed a layup 
with 3 seconds left, then Kate 
Martin missed a putback as 
time ran out. 

Jensen scored nine of the 
Bluejays’ last 10 points. 

“I’ve gotten the question 
a lot,” Creighton coach Jim 
Flanery said. “(How is Lauren 
going to feel today? What’s 
Lauren going to play like, dada 
da da?’ Those last few minutes 
had to be magical and special, 
and we’re super proud of her 
and we’re super proud that 
she’s part of our program.” 

“Right away from summer 
workouts, this team welcomed 
me with open arms and made 
me feel at home and a part ofthe 
team, and I’m just so grateful for 
that,’ Jensen said. “To be able to 
do that with them here today is 
just so great.” 

Jensen had a layup with 1:26 
left to cut Iowa’s lead to 62-60, 
then her 3-pointer gave the 
Bluejays a lead. 

“I just wanted to go in and 
play my game and didn’t know 
what to expect with a sold-out 
crowd,” she said. “Play my game 
and play with my teammates 
and hopefully come out with 
the win, which we did.” 

“She goes over there and she 
comes back and beats us on 
our home court, and I want to 
congratulate her because she’s 
a great kid,” Iowa coach Lisa 
Bluder said. “She is a really, 
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UP NEXT 

UConn WBB: NCAA Second 
Round vs. Central Florida, 
Monday, 9 p.m.; NCAA Sweet 
16 (if necessary) vs. Princeton/ 
Indiana, Saturday, time TBD; 
NCAA Elite Eight (if necessary) 
vs. TBD, March 28, time TBD 


Celtics: at Thunder, Monday, 8 
p.m.; Jazz, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Timberwolves, Sunday, 6 p.m. 


Knicks: Hawks, Tuesday, 7:30 
p.m.; at Hornets, Wednesday, 7 
p.m.; at Heat, Friday, 8 p.m. 


Nets: Jazz, Monday, 7:30 p.m.; at 
Grizzlies, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; 
at Heat, Saturday, 8 p.m. 


Bruins: at Canadiens, Monday, 7 
p.m.; Lightning, Thursday, 7 p.m.; 
Islanders, Saturday, 12:30 p.m. 


Rangers: at Devils, Tuesday, 7 
p.m.; Penguins, Friday, 7 p.m.; 
Sabres, Sunday, 5 p.m. 


Wolf Pack: Springfield, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; Springfield, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Hershey, Saturday, 
7p.m. 


TV/RADIO 

BASKETBALL 

4p.m.: NCAA Women’s Second 
Round NC State vs. Kansas 
State. (Live) ESPN2 

6 p.m.: NCAA Women’s 
Second Round Notre Dame vs. 
Oklahoma. (Live) ESPN2 

6 p.m.: NCAA Women’s Second 
Round Villanova vs. Michigan. 
(Live) ESPNU 

7p.m.: NCAA Women’s Second 
Round Belmont vs. Tennessee. 
(Live) ESPN 

7:30 p.m.: Jazz at Nets. (Live) 
NBA YES 

8 p.m.: Celtics at Thunder. (Live) 
NBCSB 

8 p.m.: NCAA Women’s Second 
Round Princeton vs. Indiana. 
(Live) ESPNU 

8 p.m.: NCAA Women’s Second 
Round Ohio State vs. LSU. (Live) 
ESPN2 

9 p.m.: NCAA Women’s Second 
Round UCF at UConn. (Live) 
ESPN ESPNU 

10 p.m.: NCAA Women’s Second 
Round North Carolina vs. 
Arizona. (Live) ESPN2 
HOCKEY 

7 p.m.: Bruins at Canadiens. 
(Live) NESN NHL 

SOFTBALL 

7 p.m.: South Carolina at 
Auburn. (Live) SEC 


Creighton 


from Page 1 


really good kid. I’m happy for 
her. I wish it wasn’t in this situ- 
ation, but I am happy for her 
that she’s found a really good 
home and is really having a lot 
of success.” 

After Clark missed a layup 
Emma Ronziek made the 
second of two free throws for 
the final margin. 

Ronziek and Payton Brot- 
zki had 13 points for the Blue- 
jays (22-9), who advance to 
their first Sweet 16. They were 
the seventh double-digit seed 
to win in the women’s NCAA 
Tournament so far, matching 
the record set in 1998. 


REGIONAL DIGEST 


BOYS BASKETBALL 


Bloomfield gets redemption after losing 


football title, wins Division IV championship 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


UNCASVILLE — Junior 
Howard Simpson knew what it 
was like to lose in a state champi- 
onship game. So did senior Dallas 
Rose and the other Bloomfield 
basketball players who played in 
the Class S football championship 
against Cromwell in December 
and lost. 

They had another chance 
Sunday, and they made the most 
of it. Bloomfield beat Granby 58-54 
for the Division IV basketball title 
at Mohegan Sun Arena. 

Simpson led the sixth-seeded 
Warhawks (21-5) to their first 
basketball title since 2008 with 23 
points, 14 rebounds and twosteals. 

“I was not about to lose twice,” 
Simpson said. “I had to make sure 
I got this one.” 

Coach Kevin Moses is an assis- 
tant football coach. The football 
players were ready to go, he said, 
four to five days after the season 
ended in mid-December. 

“They came in, they were 
hungry,” Moses said. “That loss to 
Cromwell in football really ener- 
gized them and turned them on. 
They wanted to come into basket- 
ball and win the [championship].” 

But fourth-seeded Granby, with 
11 seniors, wasn’t about to concede 
easily, even though Bloomfield had 
already beaten Granby this season. 

“We fought all 32 minutes,” 
Granby coach Wally Hansen said. 
“There’s some things we’d like 
back. But we competed and fought 
the whole game.” 

The Bears (21-6) were led by 
Justin Phillips (16 points), Josh 
Brown (12 points) and John Bell 
(12). 

But they missed 6-foot-8 center 
Ralph Rossi, who spent much of 
the game on the bench in foul trou- 
ble and fouled out with 4:02 left. 
Bloomfield outrebounded Granby, 
54-39, 

“We could have used him out 
there for defensive purposes, 
rebounding. I think he controlled 
the boards when he was in there,” 
Hansen said. “But that happens 
in a basketball game, foul trouble. 
You’ve just got to figure it out.” 

One of Simpson’s jobs was to go 
at Rossi. 

“We told Howard to attack 
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Bloomfield’s Lake McLean fights for a rebound against Granby’s Justin Phillips, left, John Bell, right, and Max Jensen 
during the Division IV championship game Sunday at Mohegan Sun Arena. LORI RILEY/HARTFORD COURANT 


[Rossi], and he did just that,’ Moses 
said. “He fouled him out. This kid is 
phenomenal. He’s clutch. He’s big 
time. He’s a dog, a point-blank dog.” 

The game was close through- 
out, with Bloomfield leading 31-29 
at halftime and 43-36 after three 
quarters. Granby tied it at 50 on 


a Phillips shot with 3:12 left, and 
Bell cut the lead to 54-52 with 
1:48 left. Davien Kerr made two 
free throws for Bloomfield to give 
the Warhawks a 56-52 lead with 
28 seconds left, and Simpson iced 
it with two free throws with 4.1 
seconds remaining. 


“It’s a redemption,” Rose said. 
“Me losing in football left a nasty 
taste in my mouth. I had to get it in 
another sport. It feels really good 
to do it with my boys.” 


Lori Riley can be reached at 
lriley@courant.com. 


Wethersfield to play for Division II title 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


The Wethersfield High 
School ice hockey team will play 
top-seeded North Haven for 
the Division II championship 
Monday night at 6:30 at Quinnip- 
iac’s People’s United Center in 
Hamden. 

It won’t be easy for the No. 3 
Eagles (17-6-2). They lost to North 
Haven in the last regular season 
game on Feb. 26, 4-1. 


Tied for most road wins 
in US, Huskies continue 
to roll vs. UC San Diego 


Hartford Courant 


The UConn baseball team (14-3) 
clinched another series win with a 
3-2 victory over UC San Diego on 
Sunday afternoon at Triton Ballpark 
in San Diego. 

Casey Dana powered the UConn 
offense with a three-run homer in 
the third inning to give the Huskies 
a3-0 lead. It was the fourth long ball 
of the year for the grad transfer. 

Pat Gallagher earned his fourth 
win of the season with 5 % strong 
innings, allowing just two runs and 
striking out two. 

Cole Chudoba pitched a career- 
high three shutout innings in relief 
for the Huskies, allowing just two 
hits and striking out two. 

With a runner at first and two 
outs in the ninth, lefthander Bren- 
dan O’Donnell came out of the 
UConn bullpen and struck out 
Austin Smith to end the game for 
his first save. 

The Huskies are 5-2 on their 
spring break trip to Southern 
California with one final game on 
Monday at 4 p.m. 

The Huskies are tied for the most 
road wins in the country with 12. 


Athletic lose opener at Pitts- 
burgh: Kenardo Forbes scored in 
the 51st minute to break a tie and 
lift the Pittsburgh Riverhounds 
past Hartford Athletic 2-1 in a 
USL Championship game Satur- 


day night in Pittsburgh. The River- 
hounds (2-0) broke through first 
with a goal by Robbie Dambrot in 
the 12th minute. Hartford’s Juan 
Carlos Obrgon Jr. tied itin the 40th 
minute, assisted by Prince Saydee. 
Next up for the Athletic (0-1) is a 
visit to Tampa Bay next Saturday. 


Wolf Pack end four-game skid: 
The Hartford Wolf Pack scored 
three third-period goals to pull 
away for a 5-2 victory over the 
Belleville Senators in Canada on 
Saturday night. The Pack avoided 
going winless on a five game trip, 
finishing 1-4. 

Anthony Bitetto collected aloose 
puck at the blueline in the offensive 
zone, then fired a shot that went 
wide of the Belleville goal. The 
puck bounced off the wall behind 
the Senators net and popped in 
front to Patrick Khodorenko, 
whose shot hit the side of the net. 
The puck eventually found its way 
into the slot, where Mike O’Leary 
collected it and fired it by a sprawl- 
ing Logan Flodell to break a 2-2 tie 
3:08 into the third period. Hart- 
ford didn’t let up. Patrick Khodo- 
renko scored with 10:14 to play, and 
Anthony Greco made it 5-2 with 54 
seconds to play. Matt Lorito scored 
in the first period and Tanner Fritz 
inthe second for the Wolf Pack, who 
return home Wednesday to face the 
Springfield Thunderbirds atthe XL 
Center. 


“Our plan is to change the 
outcome,” Wethersfield coach 
Dennis Tulimieri said last week. 
They’re a very, very good team. 
They came into our arena, and 
they played hard. It was a pretty 
competitive game despite the 
three-goal difference. 

“I think our boys are up for 
the challenge. We’ve continued 
to improve. What we’ve accom- 
plished and lived through during 
this tournament run, we’ve been 
challenged.” 


Wethersfield beat North Bran- 
ford 7-4 in the first round, then 
rallied from a three-goal deficit 
to beat Watertown/Pomperaug 
in the quarterfinals in overtime, 
4-3, The Eagles defeated Lyman 
Hall in the semifinals 6-3, and 
senior twins Shane and Ryan 
Mazur scored five of the six goals, 
with Shane recording a hat trick. 
Shane also had the tying goal with 
35 seconds left and the game-win- 
ner in overtime in the quarterfinal 
game. 


CIAC CHAMPIONSHIP ROUNDUP 


Bacon Academy girls basketball falls 
to unbeaten Holy Cross in Class M 


final; Sacred He 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


UNCASVILLE — Junior Mya 
Zaccagnini scored her 1,000th 
point in the second half as 
top-seeded Holy Cross completed 
an undefeated season with a 61-38 
win over Bacon Academy in the 
Class M girls basketball state 
championship game Sunday 
morning at Mohegan Sun Arena. 

Zaccagnini had 20 points, and 
Nyasia Smith had 14 points and 12 
rebounds for Holy Cross (27-0). 

Marissa Nudd led second- 
seeded Bacon Academy (23-4) 
with 15 points and eight rebounds. 

Holy Cross’ defense forced 26 
Bobcats turnovers, and Bacon 
Academy shot 1 for 15 from the 
3-point line. 

“We play defense like that every 
game,” Zaccagnini said. “It’s how 
we win our games. It’s what 
pushes us on offense.” 

Bacon Academy lost one of its 
senior guards, Ashley Lizotte, to 
a knee injury early in the month. 
Valerie Luizzi was the only player 
who could handle the ball against 
a team like Holy Cross. 

“We’ve had trouble like that all 
year,” Bacon Academy coach John 
Shea said. “We lost Ashley, that 
was our backcourt right there. 
We’ve had some small forwards 
help [Luizzi] out, but they keyed 





art wins Class MM 


“Me and my brother go way back 
with hockey. We’ve been on every 
team together,” Shane Mazur said 
last week. “Our chemistry is very 
good.” 

Wethersfield last played in a 
state championship game in 2007, 
when the Eagles beat New Milford 
to win the Division III title, 3-2. 
North Haven last won a Division 
II championship in 2004. 


Lori Riley can be reached 
at Iriley@courant.com. 


Bacon Academy’s Marissa Nudd pushes the ball upcourt in the second half 
of the Class M championship game against Holy Cross on Sunday morning 
at Mohegan Sun Arena. LORI RILEY/HARTFORD COURANT 


on our one true ballhandler, and 
they did a great job of that. Our 
secondary sophomore ballhan- 
dlers are not ready for that. 

“We have one point guard and 
they really went after her and 
made her work. It was a good 
strategy.” 

Holy Cross had 19 steals Sunday, 
with Zaccagnini leading the way 
with four. 

“They have very good players,” 
Shea said. “Even off the bench, 
they’d hurt you, rebounding, 
defensive intensity. They have a 
really good team.” 


Sacred Heart girls 
win Class MM 


The Sacred Heart girls won the 
Class MM title, 52-50, over St. 
Joseph-Trumbull Sunday after- 
noon at Mohegan Sun Arena. Rosa 
Rizzitelli scored 19 points and had 
15 rebounds for top-seeded Sacred 
Heart (26-1). 

Kristen Rodriguez led second- 
seeded St. Joseph (25-3) with 16 
points and eight rebounds. 


Lori Riley can be reached at 
lriley@courant.com. 
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MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 
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Bey oct lavoro aan Columbus at Pittsburgh, 7p.m. Seattle vs. Arizona, 4:10p.m. Watson’s stunning trade The Browns came away 
Portland at Detroit, 7p.m. St Mary’s (Cal.) 80, Cleveland State 73 . 

ate : ‘Pp N.Y. Rangers at New Jersey, 7p.m. Kansas City vs. L.A. Angels, 4:10p.m. . 

Miami at Philadelphia, 7:30p.m. St. Louis at Washington, 7p.m. SATURDAY’S SEMIFINALS Coleraove sn bicds 10pm. to the Browns became satisfied. 
Utah at Brooklyn, 7:30p.m. Tampa Bay at Carolina, 7p.m. ey oe St. Louis vs. Washington, 6:05p.m. official Sunday, capping a “He was humble, sincere 
Boston at Oklahoma City, 8p.m. Ottawa at NY. Islanders, 7:30p.m. Cleveland St. 58, Nevada 50 Milwaukee vs. San Francisco, 10:05p.m : . é sa 
Toronto at Chicago, 8p.m. Philadelphia at Detroit, 7:30p.m. SATURDAY’S CONSOLATION SEMIS del ded whirlwind few daysduring and candid,” the Haslams 
Sane eau air Rep ae ela Vegas at Winnipeg, 8p.m. se rial a tolled SATURDAY’S RESULTS in which the three-time said. “In our conversa- 

I ,O: MM. 7 Mm. 7 : . ; 

F Eamontonal Dates; es) N.Y. Yankees 3, Baltimore 3 Pro Bowler — accused tions, Deshaun detailed 
. San Jose at Calgary, 9p.m. Miami 10, Houston 2 . ? : : 
Le anette or oe Seattle at Arizona, 10p.m. Sactancl RUGCoaTa0 by 22 women of sexual hiscommitmentto leading 

olden state at Orlando, /p.m. Nashville at Los Angeles, 10:30p.m. [TENNIS sd : a = é 
Racecar lew vor 72 0p ta: TENNIS Philadelphia 3, Toronto 2 harassment or assault our team; he understands 
Chicago at Milwaukee, 8p.m. WEDNESDAY’S GAMES aha pencil agreed to jointhe Browns and embraces the hard 
L.A. Clippers at Denver, 10p.m. New Jersey at Toronto, 7p.m BNP PARIBAS OPEN Atlanta 4, Tampa Bay 4 fap snitalie telline th aeded do binld bi 

, aA. At Indian Wells Tennis Garden, Indian Chicago Cubs 5, San Diego 4 aiter initially telling the work needed to bul 1S 

Pittsburgh at Buffalo, 7:30p.m. : ; ; ; . 
WEDNESDAY’S GAMES Vancouver at Colorado, 9:30p.m. Wells, Calif., hardcourt outdoors oe ee White Sox 2 team he wouldn’t. name both in the commu- 
Atlanta at Detroit, 7p.m. im, 10D. MEN’S SINGLES, CHAMPIONSHIP ilwaukee 11, Texas . ; . 
New York at Aahaae 7p.m. enced deh ananein ott #20Taylor Fritz d. #4Rafael Nadal, San Francisco 8, Colorado 5 The Browns ane taking nity and on the field. 
Sacramento at indiana. 70: ' 6-3, 7-6(5). L.A. Angels 12, Arizona 5 heat for bringing in Watson While the Browns 
eas ee ee MEN’S SINGLES, SEMIFINALS d | : : : : 

Brooklyn at Memphis, 7:30p.m. Minnesota 3, Chicago 1 ey en hierar 1 eae Sea ; with his legal baggage, but become an instant possi- 

olden State at Miami, 7:30p.m. y. : . Y. , 
inahatBocton 706K,” Since ie 4 #7 Andrey Rublev, 7-5, 6-4. Cincinnati 9, Oakland 3 the team feelscomfortable ble Super Bowl contender 
cindex Oafomaly som. | vagrants “pcr Acaaz carta 64.46.63. | Cm | isis decision norton eA 
Phoenix at Minnesota, 8p.m. Pittsburgh 4, Arizona 1 it een “Wespentatremendous pointing season, they’re 
Houston at Dallas, 8:30p.m. Columbus 5, St. Louis 4 

Ott, WOMEN’S SINGLES, CHAMPIONSHIP PGA VALSPAR CHAMPIONSHIP amount of time explor- also being condemned for 
esate een 10p.m. Montreal 5, Ottawa 1 Ha \ga swiatekd ’ icsiey ee ae p 2 
an Antonio at Portland, 10p.m. ille 6, . of 4 rounds, Innisbrook-Copperhead, ° ° . . : ; - 
p Nashville 6, Toronto 3 Aenea. Eh ee ee ae ba ing and investigating takinga player with ongo 
N.Y. Rangers 2, Tampa Bay 1 9 Fla., 1,340 y: ’ th t to trad legal N lv tw. 
SATURDAY’S RESULTS Calgary 5, Vancouver 2 e oppor unity Oo trade Ing eg 1SSsues. ear Y O 
Minnesota 138, Milwaukee 119 Seattle 4, Detroit 2 [SOCCER sid one ee for Deshaun Watson,” dozen female massage 
arlotte 129, Dallas 1 avis Riley -68-62-72—267 - : 

leveland 113, Detroit 109 atthew NeSmi 361-60-71=— . 

- Matthew NeSmuth6?-61-69-71- 26816 Browns owners Dee and _ therapists have alleged 
INUp Key -¥-Ved| (ec MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER A «ok : 
Washington 127, L.A. Lakers 119 EASTERN W L TPT GE GA | JuStinThomas  66-66-66-70—268 -16 Jimmy Haslam said ina _ he assaulted them during 

Matt Fitzpatrick 67-68-67-68—270 -14 é 
NASCAR CUP SERIES Philadelphia 1 4a oo 6 i p eo team news release. “We _ rehab sessions. 
FOLDS OF HONOR QUIKTRIP 500 ; oe eT 
Simiday.at Atlarita oe Sadedway es 20 2 8 8 1 | Stewart Cink — 67-68-69-68-272 -12 are acutely aware and A grand jury in Texas 
olumbus Adam Hadwi 4-66-70-72—272 -12 
id tuner ap 2pa2p% | Hampton, Ga., Lap length: 1.54 mile NV Redes. 2 4-1 7 & 4 | peer oo a empathetic to the highly recently declined to 

- (i : . ; ‘ 8 
Teer ST STETICEGT FP SP DRIVER M LAP PT | Orlando City 211 7 4 2 '| KevinStreelman 67-69-68-68—272 -12 personal sentiments indict Watson on crimi- 

eee ; 1 12 William Byron C 325 52 | Atlanta 211 7 8 8 | SahithTheegala 67-71-67-67—272 -12 expressed about this deci- nal charges but the civil 
Nikola Jokic DEN 546 846 645 | 5 7 RossChastain C 325 36 | D.C.United 22 0 6 5 4 | BrooksKoepka 67-70-71-65—273 -11 . wer . 
Giannis MIL 534 876 610 | 3) 9 Kurt Busch T 325 39 | Cincinnati 220 6 5 8] ShaneLowry  69-68-68-68—273 -11 sion. Our team’s compre-__cases are pending — as is 
Pre etc MEM 487 910 .535 | 4 13 DanielSudrez  C 325 46 | New Fo 121 4 4 4 | Alex Noren 68-70-65-70—273 -11 hensive evaluation process his return to the field. 

7 an W - . _ a e e e 
Joel Embiid PHI 460 884.520 | © 33 Coreylajole = C 35 PoniGEs i2taeel a.  G. was of utmost importance Watson may face disci- 
De'arontox, SAG 442 843 24 | 7 14 ChrisBuescher F 325 30 | Charlotterc = 1 3 0 3 4 7 | Tommy Fleetwoods7-68-68-71—274 -10 due tothe sensitive nature _ plinary action by the NFL, 
° . r . . = _ . e e e e e e 
Dejounte Murray SAS 441 873.505 | § 78 eee r 325 33 | interMiamiCF 0 3 1 1 2 10 Sy cclae tee ate of his situation and the which is conducting an 
Karl-Ant.Towns MIN 432 745 .580 WESTERN W L TPT GF GA | prianStuard _-68-69-69-68—274 -10 complex factorsinvolved. independent investigation 
Jayson Tatum BOS 423 826 512 | 10 11 AlexBowman C 325 31 : sr a : 
11 22 Justin Haley C 325 26 | MinnesotaUnited 2 0 2 8 4 2 | BrandonHagy  /70-67-70-68—275 -9 We understand there about his behavior. Based 
Russell Westbrook LAL 411. 865.475 | 12 24 BradKeselowski F 325 31 | LosAngelesFC 20 1 7 6 1 | TyrrellHatton  68-68-70-69-275 -9 are some legal proceedings on precedent, the league 
Trae vound ATL 407 808 504 | 13 19 BubbaWallace 1 325 27 | AustinFC > 11 °=7 11 3 | RichyWerenski 65-70-72-68—275 -9 gal p 8 p » Uh gui 
14 23 Erik Jones C 325 29 | FC Dallas 211 7 7 3 | GaryWoodland 67-68-71-69—275 -9 that are ongoing and we could suspend him multi- 
Devin Booker PHO 406 810 .501 15 1 Chase Briscoe F 325 30 d , Tyler Duncan 69-69-65-73—276 -8 i ” e e e 
Domantas Sabonis TOT 400 641 .624 bil Colorado 117 6 4 will respect due process. ple games for violating its 
Jonas Valanciunas NO 391 681 .574 | 26 36 Josh Bilicki C 325 0 | Real Salt Lake 204 7 4 2. Solna. ee : ; 

, ; : 17 2 Ryan Blaney F 325 30 LA Galaxy 220 64 4 Brice Garnett 67-71-68-71—277 -7 Desperate to win, the personal conduct policy. 
Mivola Nucevic’ Gil «386 108 8) | “1635 DavidRagan F325. 19°! Houst 112 3 3 | NateLashley  71-68-67-71-277 -7 2 Te foal acal 
Miles Bridges CHO 380 647 .587 ouston 5 Browns have gone all in Watson’s arrival has also 

19 34 BJ McLeod F 325 18 | Portland 112 5 5 7 | TroyMerritt  68-67-67-75-277 -7 for W ales ded Baker Mavfield’ 
POINTERS MADE TM 3P 3PA3P% | 20 37 GregBiffle C 325 17 | Nashville 111 4 #2 3 | MitoPereira  69-70-68-70—277 -7 or Watson, sending first- ende aker Wlaylleid's 
Soohent EEE ee a Seok F 325 16 | Seattle P20 ae 2) ee egal ll q round picks thenextthree tumultuous four-year stay 
ephen Curry . ric Almirola Sporting KC 130 3 3 8 Onattan Vegas 64-71-72-70— ’ 
Buddy Hield TOT 225 623.361 | 23 27 ChristopherBell T 325 15 | San Jose 03 1 1 4 9 | KramerHickok 66-71-70-71-278 -6 seasons to the Texans asthe Browns’starter. The 
Fred VanVleet TOR 220 568 .387 | 24 29 Michael McDowell F 321 13 | vancouver 021 1 1 6 | ViktorHoviand 69-70-68-71-278 -6 along with a 2023 third- former No.1 overall pick 
Malik Beas ey MIN 219 583 .376 25 31 Harrison Burton F 321 12 Three points for win, one point for tie. Kevin Kisner 70-66-73-69—278 -6 = 
Patty Mills BRK 209 509 .411 | 26 32 Cody Ware F 300-a 11 : . Patton Kizzire  69-67-70-72—278 -6 rounder and 2024 fourth- asked to be traded last 
Evan Fournier NYK 206 520.396 | 27 25 ToddGilliland | F 297-b 10 | SUNDAY’S RESULTS Bernd Wiesberger69-70-66-73—-278 -6 rounder. The Texans will week after learning of the 
Duncan Robinson MIA 204 551 .370 28 5 Tyler Reddick C 245-a 12 Columbus 1, N.Y. Red Bulls 1 Brandon Wu 72-65-69-72—278 -6 r 1 h n an Br n ? r 1 f n 
Donovan Mitchell UTA 202 563 .359 | 29 15 Denny Hamlin T 212-a 17 Seattle 1, Austin FC, 1 K.Aphibarnrat 69-68-71-71—279 -5 Pat Hee belo : k da de my ae hi tol toa 
Jayson Tatum § BOS 198 576 .344 | 30 21 Kyle Larson C 212-4 9° || Vancouverat los anccles eCilate JoelDahmen —_ 68-69-70-72—279  -5 2024 -round pick. and will get his wish. 
Terry Rozier CHO 196 515 .381 | 31 28 RickyStenhouseJrC 200-a 13 Harry Higgs 70-68-68-73—279 -5 The Browns are also The Colts, Seahawks 
Desmond Bane MEM 195 468 .417 | 32 16 Austin Cindric F 200-a 5 SATURDAY, MARCH 26 DustinJohnson 6/7-71-72-69—279 -5 os ’ ° ° ° 
Trae Young ATL 189 498 380 | 33 4 KyleBusch T i7i-a 4 |; Cincinnati at Charlotte FO: b.tn Seung-YulNoh —70-67-73-69—279 -5 giving Watson, who’s still and Saints are all possible 
Anthony Edwards MIN 186 526 .354 | 34 20 Cole Custer F 150-a 3 | Real Salt Lake at Sporting KC, 7 p.m. ChezReavie —‘ 67-72-69-71—279 -5 facing civillawsuits, public landing spots for Mayfield. 
Saddiq Bey DET 184 526 .350 | 35 17 Austin Dillon C 10l-a 2 Doc Redman 66-72-71-70—279 -5 
Gary Trent Jr. TOR 184 486 .379 | 36 18 TyDillon C 101-a 1 | SUNDAY,MARCH 27 Adam Svensson 71-68-67-73—279 -5 
Devonte’Graham NOP 179 517 .346 | 37 30 Noah Gragson C 23-a 0 | Orlando City at Portland, 4 p.m. Curtis Thompson 70-69-72-68—279 -5 
Anfernee Simons POR 179 442 .405 | a-accident; b-DVP; C-Chevrolet; F-Ford, Joseph Bramlett 69-67-71-73—280 -4 
LaMelo Ball CHO 174 464 .375 | T-Toyota SATURDAY’S RESULTS Bill Haas 71-66-71-72—280 -4 IN BRIEF 
Kelly Oubre Jr. © CHO 173 503 .344 | Winner’s average speed: 126.586 mph. Cincinnati 3, Miami 1 MartinKaymer 69-66-74-71—280 -4 
Bojan Bogdanovic UTA 170 434 .392 Time: 3 hours, 57 minutes, 14 seconds. Philadelphia 2, New York City FC 0 Danny Lee 65-74-68-73—280 -4 
Margin of Victory: .145 seconds. Toronto FC 2, D.C. United 1 Denny McCarthy 69-70-70-71—280 -4 
FREE THROWSMADE FT FTA FT% Caution Flags: 11 for 65 laps. Orlando City 1, LA Galaxy 0 Max McGreevy 70-69-70-71—280 -4 O | It ota W O | I | e | | 
‘ Lead Changes: 46 among 20 drivers. CF Montréal 3. Atlanta 3 C.T. Pan 71-66-69-74—280 -4 
Joel Embiid PHI 555 675 .822 ng 20 At . 
Gianni MIL 492 682 .721 | Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, Chicago 3, Sporting Kansas City 1 Greyson Sigg — 67-72-67-74—280 -4 
: Laps Led): W.Byron, 8 times for 111 Chadonere so imiceadindt Webb Simpson _67-67-76-70—280 -4 
Antetokounmpo laps; R.Chastain, 5 times for 42 laps; ’ g Pail Barion 68-71-70-72—281 -3 | | Set O SEE ad Or 
DeMarDeRozan CHI 453 520 .871 | C.Elliott, 2 times for 29 laps; R.Sten- Minnesota 1, San Jose 0 7 as baie : 
Trae Young ATL 414 460 .900 | house, 3 times for 22 laps; Ky.Busch, FC Dallas 4, Portland 1 ee ee 
James Harden TOT 391 448 .873 | 2 times for 21 laps; C.Bell, 1 time for Colorado 1, Houston 1 Henrik Stenson 70-69-70-72—281 -3 
16 laps; R.Blaney, 5 times for 15 laps; Real Salt Lake 2, Nashville 1 Michael Thompson72-66-74-69—281 -3 
JaySon Tatum = BOS 357 418 .854 | 0 sudrez, 2 times for 13 laps: J.Lo- Harold Varner Ill 72-67-70-72—281 -3 
Karl-Ant. Towns MIN 353 428 .825 Suarez, aps; J.Lo arold Varner -67-70-72— : News services assistant Jerome Tang, 

gano, 4 times for 12 laps; K.Harvick, ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE Ch. Bezuidenhout 70-69-73-70—282  -2 . 

Jimmy Butler MIA 338 388 .871 | 2 times for 11 laps; A.Almirola, 1 time 4 a ; 55, asits coach, ESPN 
CLUB GP WD LGFGA PT | WesleyBryan _68-71-70-73—282 -2 , , 
Shai OKC 327 404 .809 | for 6 laps; M.Truex, 2 times for 5 laps; Louis Oosthuizen 67-68-74-73—282 -2 H ah Sj d rted. ... Ohio State beat 

Gilgeous-Alexander C.Briscoe, 2 times for 5 laps; T.Reddick, | Man City 9929 4 3-68 is Fo | SOS ay arity Jerven score reported. ... UNIO state bea 
HarrisonBarnes SAC 314 377 .833 | 1 time for5 laps; Ku.Busch, 2 times Liverpool 29:91.6 2 75 20 ‘69: | Ong ee 16 points and Chloe Minnesota-Duluth 3-2 in 
Ja Morant MEM 311 408 .762 for 4 laps; B.Wallace, 1 time for 3 laps; Chelsea 9817 8 357 19 59 Ryan Brehm 71-68-75-69—283 -1 . : : . 

; B.McLeod, 1 time for 2 laps; J.Haley, 1 John Huh 71-67-72-73—283 -1 Lamb added 15 points as__‘ University Park, Pa., to win 
Nikola Jokic DEN 305 377 .809 | time for 1 lap; D.Hamlin, 1 time for 1 Arsenal 2817 3 844 31 54 | Dovid Linsk 64-71-74-76—285 +1 . , 

Luka Doncic DAL 298 404 .738 | jap: K.Larson’ 1 time for 1 lap. Man United 29 14 8 748 40 50 | Ce eey Oe eee ay No. 10 seed South Dakota its first women’s Frozen 

Julius Randle NYK 293 382 ./67 | Top 16in Points: 1. J.Logano, 136; 2. West Ham 2914 6 948 36 48 Pat Perez 67-70-75-74—286 +2 beat No. 2 Baylor 61-470n Fourtitle. 

Kevin Durant BRK 286 318 .899 | ky.Busch, 132; 3. C.Elliott, 131;4.K.Lar- | Tottenham 28.15 31044 35 48 | Nick Taylor 69-70-68-79—-286 +2 Cuncdaviodd (oth 

Stephen Curry GSW 275 298 .923 son, 126; 5. C.Briscoe, 126; 6. A.Almi- Wolverhampton 30 14 412 31 26 46 Blake Kennedy  67-72-72-76—-287 +3 unday to advance O e 

ey Ls at S Ms - rola, 122; 7. R.Blaney, 118; 8. A.Cindric, med Villa a - 3 2 2 40 . Sweet 16 for the firsttime. | NFL: The Bengals will sign 

ach Lavine 116; 9. T.Reddick, 114; 10. K.Harvick, outhampton Iii 45 35 | STEYN CITY CHAMPIONSHIP 7 ’ 

through Saturday 111: 11. A.Bowman, 109; 12. Ku.Busch, Crystal Palace 29 713 939 38 34 | 441 of4rounds, The Club at Steyn City,Jo- The Coyotes (29-5) former Cowboys T La’el 
109: 13. M-Truex, 109: 14. R.Chastain, Leicester 26 961140 45 33 | bannesburg, 7,716 yards: Par:72 scored the game’s first 11 Collins, 28, to a three- 

CS | ress sons | ee, Bee ea | ee points and Jed through- year desl, ESPN reported 

Brentford 29 8 61532 45 30 ca Seoverar ae out against 12-time Big12 Financial terms weren’t 

FIRST-ROUND DRAFT ORDER lopps ti (itststs—srY Leeds 30° 7 8 15 34 Gr 29° | “h.. Burmester 66-65-66-69 regular-season champion yet available. 

Draft: April 28-30 in Paradise, Nev. Everton 27 7 41629 47 25 269 (-19) B ho had 17 

isin REC SOS! COLLEGE BASKETBALL MONDAY | pani 57 312 1222 3h 21 | Oliver Bekker 69-63-70-67 a rah ahaa NHL: The Maple Leaf 

1 Jacksonville Jaguars 3-14 512 | FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG ach 59 452018 63 17 | Matthias Schmid 69-65-64-71 consecutive our- 7 € Wiapie Leals 
2 Detroit Lions 3-13-1 528 | SouthAlabama 10 SC-Upstate 270 (-18) ney games played ontheir acquired Kraken defen- 
Cae ge ey | een ae Gulf Coast | SUNDAY'S MATCHES sleciete tea ee home court since 2011. seman and captain Mark 
5 NY. Giants 4-13 536 | UTEP 4 Southern Utah nace yi fe i Tapio Pulkkanen 68-67-68-67 Summit League champ Giordano, ESPN reported. 
6 Carolina Panthers = 3-12 .509 WEDNESDAY | watford vs. Everton, ppd. a) South Dakota was the Giordano, 38, has 23 points 
7 N.Y. Giants (from Chi) 6-11  .524 Fresno State 13 Youngstown St. , Romain Langasque 65-68-67-71 d dtab . la 
8 Atlanta Falcons 7-10  .472 THURSDAY | saTyRDAY, APRIL2 Thriston Lawrence 69-68-68-66 second No. 10 seed to beat 1n55 games this season. ... 
3 Denver oie ugh oe Villanova 5 Michigan | Liverpool vs. Watford, 7:30a.m OS ea sen eeai a No. 2 seed on Sunday, Alexandar Georgiev made 

-¥. JETS (FFOM Sea - , 1 : aie cae aa -65-68- ° e 
11 Washington Comm. 7-10  .529 ee me gta EHgiOn > Nomen au) Jacques Kruyswijk 71-67-68-66 after Creighton won 64-62 aseason-high 44 saves for 
, aac. ; Burnley vs. Man City, 10a.m. eer : 
12 MinnesotaVikings 89 507 | UCLA 2 NorthCarolina | chelsea ve. Brentford, 10a.m Joost Luiten 68-66-69-69 at Iowaearlierintheday. his seventh career shut- 
fetes ee | ee 72 Providence | Leeds vs. Southampton, 10a.m eee eg alle The Bluejays, who out, Chris Krieder broke 
altimore Ravens —! , : ania, ebastian soderberg -6/-6/- 4 : : : 
15 Philadelphia (fromMia)9-8  .464 | NBA MONDAY beat gal dete aoe cain Dale Whitnell 69-69-67-67 also will make their first a scoreless tie late in the 
17 L.A. Chargers 9-8 510 at Detroit off (off) Portland SATURDAY’S RESULTS Jaco Ahlers 64-70-71-68 ii ee ‘. he Wh 
18 New Orleans Saints 9-8 512 atCleveland off (off) LA Lakers Arcenald: Aston Villa Jazz Janewattananond 70-68-65-70 the nation’s top scorerin Rangers beat the host 
19 PhiladelphiaEagles 9-8 469 | atPhiladelphia off (off) Miami | | iverpool vs. Man United, ppd rhe y ea er tee Caitlin Clarkto15 points— Hurricanes 2-0. The loss 
20 PittsburghSteelers 9-7-1 .521 at Charlotte off (off) NewOrleans | 4 : hata ordan F. Smit ae . . 
ewcastle vs. Crystal Palace, ppd. Sami Valimaki 67-68-69-69 12.4 points below her’ sent the Hurricanes to 
21 New England 10-7 ~=—«.48+21 at Brooklyn off (off) Utah Daniel Van Tonder 66-70-69-68 : : 
22 Las VegasRaiders 10-7. 510 | atChicago off (off) Toronto | y,S, MEN'S SCHEDULE 274(-14) season average. their first four-game losing 
23 Arizona Cardinals 11-6 .490 at Okla. City off (off) Boston -Thursday: vs. Mexico, 10 p.m Hurly Long 70-67-69-68 IecICcciInn ae 
24 Dallas Cowboys 12-5 ~—-«.488 at Houston off (off) Washington blarch ae pilates 7 is in. Ross McGowan 67-68-70-69 o Mississipp1 State named streak of the season (O 3 1): 
25 Buffalo Bills 11-6 472 | atDallas 3 (230%) Minnesota | g-March 30: vs. Costa Rcia, 9 p.m. Niklas Norgaard Moller pag. New Mexico State’s Chris 
26 TennesseeTitans 12-5 472 q-World Cup qualifying Conner syne aera Jans, 52, its men’s basket- Soccer: Pierre-Emerick 
27 Tampa Bay Bucs 13-4 .467 NHL MONDAY 275 (-13) os : oe : 
28 GreenBay Packers 13-4 .479 | FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE | jywsL SCHEDULE Wu Ashun 70-67-69-69 ball coach. ... Missouri is Aubameyang scored twice 
29 Miami (rom San Fran.) oa slab oe eae Pe FRIDAY, APRIL 29 nee ai ee expected tohireCleveland to help Barcelona end a 
ansas City Chiefs 5 : ina, 10:30 p.m. -68-71- ‘ : ; 3 
31 CincinnatiBengals 10-7 .472 | atColorado -191 Edmonton +181 BROEEOINY RG ves Non Carona 102000 George Coetzee 65-69-71-70 State’s Dennis Gates, 42, as five-game skid against 
32 Detroit (fromLARams) 12-5 _.483 ete i atAnaheim +143 | saTURDAY, APRIL 30 ee a. jal as its coach, ESPN reported. LaLigaleader Real Madrid 
For the latest odds, go to ‘ ieter Moolman -68-69- ‘ . é 
Records, strength of schedule are for FanDuel Sportsbook, lets i aie Antoine Rozner 71-67-68-69 a Kansas State is expected witha 4-0 road win. Barca 
team that originally owned pick https://sportsbook.fanduel.com/ Ockie Strydom 70-66-69-70 to hire longtime Baylor within 12 points of Madrid. 
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If you get the vibe that the 
Knights, despite their 0-13 
history against UConn, come 
into this NCAA Tourna- 
ment second-round game at 
Gampel Pavilion on Monday at 
9 p.m. with some attitude, you 
wouldn’t get an argument from 
them. 

“Our defense, it speaks for 
itself?’ Kaba said. “We have a 
great defense. We’re No. 1 in 
the country for a reason. At this 
point, it’s up to you if you want 
to think we’re the underdogs or 
not. We know where we were, 
and we know where we stand in 
our hearts, so it doesn’t matter 
what the outside thinks about 
us because we’re playing for 
each other. We’re not playing 
for everybody out there who has 
something to say about us, nega- 
tive or positive, to be honest.” 

The seventh-seeded Knights 
earned some right to swagger 
into this game with a 69-52 
victory over Florida on Satur- 
day, the program’s first win over 
the Gators after 26 losses. It was 
also UCF’s first NCAA Tourna- 
ment victory. The Knights have 
the best scoring defense in Divi- 
sion I, holding opponents to 47.6 
per game. 

“I definitely expect a tough 
game,” Nelson-Ododa said, “if 
not tougher then what we expe- 
rienced in the past just because 
of the experience that the older 
people have. I know they have 
a few seniors or grad seniors, 
whatever the case may be. But 
just from when we played them 
my sophomore year to now I 
expect it to be even more phys- 
ical.” 

UCF’s opponents turn it 
over 19.8 times a game, and 
the Huskies have been a little 
turnover-prone, averaging 14.2, 
often due to trying to play fast 
on offense. 

“We understand they’re going 
to come in and press us and be 
ageressive, something that we 
have to be ready for,’ UConn’s 
Evina Westbrook said. “We have 
to not only match their defen- 
sive intensity, but give it right 
back to them. So being aggres- 
sive and just being tough over- 
all. So we understand that’s the 
type of game that’s going to be 
played tomorrow. We just got 
to be ready for that.” 

With UConn out of the AAC 
after winning all 136 regular 
season and tournament games 
from 2013-20, the conference 
was up for grabs, and UCF, in 
coach Katie Abrahamson-Hen- 
derson’s sixth season, grabbed 
it, going 14-1 and beating South 
Florida in the tournament final. 
They beat Virginia, Belmont, 
USC, Seton Hall, Arkansas and 
Mercer along the road back to 
Storrs with a 26-3 record. 

“The games that we’ve played 
with UCF have all been hard- 
fought and intense and very 
physical,” UConn coach Geno 
Auriemma said. “You know, 
their defensive philosophy is to 
be very, very disruptive. They 
work really, really hard to get 
you out of your stuff, out of 
your rhythm. You’ve got to doa 
really good job of taking care of 
the ball, being assertive with the 
ball, and I think you’ve got to be 
the more aggressive team when 
you play against them. There is 
an assertiveness that you have 
to have, and you have to be able 
to sustain it for an entire 40 
minutes. Every year they have 
been able to impose their style 
of play on everybody they play. 
Doesn’t matter who they play, 
they make them play the way 
they want them to play. It’s not 
very often that you see that.” 

The Knights have not been as 
efficient on offense, averaging 
61 points, and UConn is riding 
an 11-game winning streak that 
has been accomplished primar- 
ily with their own pressure 
defense, fueled by depth. 

“At this level I think every 
team is going to be physical,” 
Abrahamson-Henderson said. 
“They’re going to be physical. 





We’re going to be physical. It 
was super physical [vs. Flor- 
ida]. We came here game. We 
were thinking about Florida — it 
could have been Iceland on the 
shirt for all we care. We’ve got to 
worry about what we’re going 
to do and what we’re great at. 
We’re great at a lot of things.” 

Here’s what you need to know 
about the matchup: 


The basics 


NCAA Tournament second 
round 

Site: Gampel Pavilion 

Time: 9 p.m. 

Series: UConn 13-0 

Last meeting: UConn 66-53 
at Gampel Pavilion Feb. 22, 
2020. 

TV: ESPN (Pam Ward, Steph- 
anie White) 

Radio: UConn IMG Sports 
Network on 97.9 ESPN (Bob 
Joyce, Debbie Fiske) 


No. 7 UCF (26-3) 
probable starters, 


sixth player 

Messeny Kaba, F, 6-3, GS; 
Destiny Thomas, F, 6-2, Jr.; Tay 
Sanders, G, 6-1, GS.; Diamond 
Battles, G, 5-8, Sr.; Shania Meer- 
tens, G, 5-8, Sr.; Brittney Smith, 
F, 6-3, Sr. 


No. 2 UConn (26-5) 
probable starters, 


sixth player 

Olivia Nelson-Ododa, F, 6-5, 
Sr.; Christyn Williams, G, 5-11, 
Sr.; Nika Muhl, G, 5-10, So.; 
Azzi Fudd, G, 5-11, Fr.; Paige 
Bueckers, G, 5-11, So.; Aaliyah 
Edwards, F, 6-3, So. 


The matchup 


UConn’s offense: After 
a sluggish first quarter, the 
Huskies got it in gear in their 
first-round match against 
Mercer. Bueckers played 
24 minutes, her most since 
returning from a knee injury, 
but UConn again got balanced 
scoring. 

UConn’s defense: UConn 
capitalized on its height advan- 
tage to smother Mercer. UCF is 
bigger and will be more phys- 
ical, but the Huskies’ steady 
pressure has its effect. The 
Huskies scored 23 points off 
turnovers. 

UCF’s offense: Battles aver- 
aged 14 points, Smith, though 
she usually comes off the bench, 
10.7 points and 6.0 rebounds. 
Smith scored 26 against Florida 
in the first round. The Knights 
average 60.97 points. 

UCF’s defense: Opponents 
score only 47.6 points a game 
against the Knights and shoot 
33.2%, under 30% on threes. 
UCF applies constant pressure 
and prompts 19.75 turnovers per 
game. 

UConn keys: This could 
be Huskies’ toughest game 
in a while, so they will need 
to tighten up in areas like ball 
security (14.2 turnovers per 
game) and free throws (69.1%) 
that could make the difference 
in a possession-by-possession 
game. 

Players to watch: The front- 
court matchup, with UConn’s 
Edwards and Nelson-Ododa 
against UCF’s Kaba and Smith 
could be decisive. 

About UCF’s coach: Katie 
Abrahamson-Henderson, 
“Coach Abe,” 55, from Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, played at Georgia 
and Iowa and has been the head 
coach at Albany, Missouri State 
and, since 2016, at UCF. The 
Knights were 7-23 in 2015-16, 
but improved to 21-12 in her first 
season. She is 90-40 at UCF, 
329-147 at the three schools. 

UCF’s mascot: A Knight 
known as “Knightro.” 

Famous alumni: Tacko Fall 
of the NBA, Blake Bortles of the 
NFL, Cheryl Hines of “Curb 
Your Enthusiam.” 


Dom Amore can be reached at 
damore@courant.com. 
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No. 2 seed Quinnipiac to face St. Cloud 
State in NCAA tournament; UConn out 


Staff report 


Quinnipiac, a No. 2 seed, will 
open the NCAA men’s hockey 
tournament against third-seeded 
St. Cloud State on Friday at 8 p.m. 
UConn, which lost 2-1 in over- 
time to UMass in the Hockey East 
championship game Saturday, 
didn’t get the call on the selection 
show Sunday night. UMass, a No. 
3 seed, will face No. 2 seed Minne- 
sota at 6 p.m. Friday. 

Quinnipiac (31-6-3) is in the 
NCAA tournament for the seventh 
time in the past nine seasons (not 
including the 2020 cancellation) 
as the Bobcats drew the St. Cloud 


State Huskies in the first round of 
the Allentown Regional at the PPL 
Center. Michigan is the No. 1 seed 
in the region and will face No. 4 
seed American International. 

In eight trips to the NCAA 
tournament, the Bobcats have 
made two national championship 
appearances in 2013 and 2016. 
Overall in NCAA play, the Bobcats 
have a record of 7-7. These two 
teams met in the 2013 national 
semifinals in Pittsburgh, where 
the Bobcats won, 4-1. 

The Bobcats also competed 
in the Allentown Regional in 
2019, defeating Arizona State in 
the opening round before falling 
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to eventual national champion 
Minnesota Duluth in the regional 
final. 

Quinnipiac is coming off the 
program’s sixth Cleary Cup in the 
past nine seasons as the ECAC 
Hockey regular season champion. 

Michigan, Western Michigan, 
Denver and Minnesota State are 
the No. 1 seeds. 

Massachusetts is well-rep- 
resented in the tournament. In 
addition to UMass, Harvard faces 
Minnesota State on Saturday at 
noon, UMass Lowell meets Denver 
at 9 p.m. Thursday and Northeast- 
ern opens against Western Michi- 
gan at noon Friday. 
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UCF head coach Katie Abrahamson-Henderson, left, and assistant coach Nykesha Sales, the former UConn star, 
react during the second half of the Knights’ win over Florida on Saturday in the first round of the NCAA Tournament. 


JESSICA HILL/AP 


Sales 


from Page 1 


UCF coach Katie Abraham- 
son-Henderson hired Sales as 
an assistant, making her a part of 
Geno Auriemma’s coaching tree, 
after a chance meeting in 2016 in 
the UCF gym, where Sales, living 
in Orlando, was playing a pickup 
game. Across six years, Sales 
has helped in the building of the 
Knights, who this year won the 
AAC regular season and confer- 
ence titles, as a role model and 
confidant. They play UConn in the 
second round of the NCAA Tour- 
nament on Monday at Gampel (9 
p.m., ESPN). 

“She’s always just competing 
when she’s in practice with us,” 
said UCF’s Tay Sanders. “I feel 
like she’s really just bringing that 
energy, intensity to this program. 
She’s just a really great coach to 
just have under our wing.” 

Said Masseny Kaba: “They call 
her ‘Cool Keesh’ for a reason. She’s 
just a great coach, someone that’s 
really laid back and chill. So like if 
my position coach is yelling at me 
that day, she’ll come up to me and 
be like, “‘You’ve got it, Mass. Don’t 
worry about it?” 

Sales, who worked with the 
Sun’s front office after her play- 
ing career ended and traveled 
the world running clinics with 
SportsUnited Sports Envoy 
program for the U.S. Department 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


of State, never thought of going 
into coaching full time until it just 
happened. 

“I kind of got attached to the 
kids a little bit,” Sales said, “help- 
ing them and empowering them. 
It doesn’t hurt that we’re a winning 
program. Our staff is great. Our 
players are great. I love living in 
Florida, so it’s a little bit of every- 
thing that has kept me around.” 

Much of the UConn program, 
for which Sales scored 2,178 points, 
is still with her as she imparts what 
she knows. 

“UConn has a great system,” she 
said. “I’m bringing knowledge as 
far as drills, how you carry your- 
self in practice, your intensity on 
the court. My base, my foundation 
is here, and it was a great base to 
learn how to coach.” 

The coaching staffs had dinner 
at Auriemma’s restaurant, Cafe 
Aura, in Manchester on Saturday 
night. He sees a bit of Sales rub off 
on UCF’s players, especially on the 
defensive end. 

“Kesha always had a certain 
swagger about her,” Auriemma 
said. “She took tremendous pride 
in her ability to be disruptive and 
her ability to play defense in all 
parts of the game, whether it was 
full-court pressure, three-quar- 
ter pressure, man-to-man. But 
she made it almost an art form 
of stealing the ball and creating 
opportunities for us when she 
was here. I see UCF play, and I 
certainly see a lot of that in them. 


More so on the defensive end 
probably her effect is probably 
more noticeable.” 

UCF, seeded No. 7, opened the 
tournament with a victory over 
Florida, a first for the program. The 
Knights have never beaten UConn 
in 13 tries. 

“We have our feet wet a little 
bit,” Sales said. “We’re not deer in 
the headlights. We’re seasoned. 
We’re not coming here just to be 
here. We have a job to do.” 

As a player, Sales was position- 
less. If there is an opposing player 
none of the Knights can simulate, 
she can adapt, and her old compet- 
itive spirit kicks in to help her play- 
ers gear up. 

“She was about business when 
she was on the court,” Kaba said, 
“and then off the court, you know, 
she’s Cool Keesh. When she’s play- 
ing and the ball is in her hand, she’s 
no joke. We have to practice against 
her every day, so we understand 
what type of player she was.” 

Sales said she doesn’t necessarily 
aspire to bea head coach. “If things 
happen, they happen,” she said. 

If not, she has a home where she 
is. 

“She’s ‘Cool Keesh.’ She'll tell 
you she’s ‘Cool Keesh) ” Abraha- 
mson-Henderson said. “It’s her 
personality that makes her the way 
she is, and that’s why everybody 
just loves her.” 


Dom Amore can be reached at 
damore@courant.com. 


Safety Tip of the Day 


Never assume youll get a safety recall notice on your 


car by mail. 
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By Deesha Thosar 
New York Daily News 


PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. — Star- 
ling Marte spent the first week of 
spring training nursing a sore left 
oblique. But he hopes to join his 
Mets teammates and start hitting 
in the coming days. 

The new Mets outfielder 
“had a good day” on Sunday, 
said manager Buck Showalter. 
The skipper stopped short of 
providing any sort of timeline 
on Marte’s next steps, largely 
because Showalter doesn’t want 
it to become a hot topic in the 
event Marte deviates from his 


progress. 
Marte said he expects to start 


RED SOX 





hitting some- 
time in the 
next week, and 
he’s been able 
to do “every- 
thing else,” 
like running 
and playing 
defense. Both 
Marte and Showalter say he 
remains on track to be ready by 
Opening Day, ifnot shortly there- 
after. 

But there is some ambiguity 
about what exactly is bothering 
Marte. The Mets and Showalter 
are referring to Marte’s injury as 
oblique soreness. But Marte on 
Sunday said the MRI showed 
“something, not a broken rib, but 


Private investigator says 
drug kingpin targeted 
Ortiz in 2019 shooting 


Associated Press 


BOSTON — A Dominican drug 
trafficker who was jealous of 
David Ortiz and felt disrespected 
by him had him shot at a Domini- 
can nightclub in 2019, according 
to private investigators the Red 
Sox slugger hired to look into the 
attack that nearly killed him. 

The findings by former Boston 
police commissioner Edward 
Davis reported by the Boston 
Globe on Saturday contradict the 
theory of the crime developed by 
Dominican prosecutors. 

Davis told the newspaper that 
he identified the drug-trafficker 
César Peralta as having orches- 
trated the shooting by placing a 
bounty on Ortiz and sanction- 
ing the hit squad that tried to kill 
him. Dominican authorities did 
not cooperate with the private 
investigation. 

Peralta is being held in held 
without bail in Puerto Rico on 
unrelated charges of conspiracy 


to import cocaine and heroin. 
The U.S. Treasury designated 
Peralta a drug kingpin in 2019, 
and he was extradited to the U.S. 
territory in December. 

Ortiz’s spokesperson, Joe 
Baerlein, told the Globe that 
Davis’ findings were withheld for 
Ortiz’s safety until Peralta was in 
U.S. custody. 

Peralta has not been charged in 
relation to Ortiz’s shooting. Peral- 
ta’s lawyer, Joaquin Perez, said 
Peralta had nothing to do with 
the attempt on Ortiz’s life. 

“As bad as César Peralta is, it’s 
not even close to being in the ball- 
park to say he had something to 
do with this,” Perez said. 

Perez described Ortiz and 
Peralta as “close friends.” Ortiz 
told the Globe he knew Peralta 
only casually and that he was 
“sad, confused, angry, all kinds of 
emotions” when he received the 
news from Davis and Ric Prado, a 
former high-ranking CIA official 
who participated in the inquiry. 


something.” When asked what it 
showed, and whether it had to 
do with his intercostal muscles, 
Marte said: “Something like that.” 
Generally, the center fielder was 
pretty tight-lipped about what 
exactly he is going through. 

Marte sustained a rib fracture 
while playing for the Marlins last 
April that caused him to miss a 
month of the season. The rib 
injury was on his left side, the 
same side as his current oblique 
soreness. 

“T don’t know. It’s weird,” 
Marte said when asked if his 
current oblique injury and last 
year’s rib fracture are connected. 
“They think it was my oblique. 
I think [so] too. But [the] MRI 


YANKEES 


shows something a little bit 
different and started working 
with that.” 

Marte said he felt the soreness 
in his left side before he came to 
spring training. Once he arrived 
at camp last Saturday, a couple 
of days after MLB’s lockout was 
lifted, he told Mets trainers about 
the ache around his left oblique. 

Showalter said the Mets went 
through “three different imag- 
ing systems” to make sure there 
was no damage or fractures along 
Marte’s left side. The tests came 
back negative, which was a posi- 
tive sign for the center fielder. 

NL East is beefing up: After 
the Mets acquired Max Scherzer, 
Mark Canha, Eduardo Escobar 


and Marte in the offseason, the 
rest of the NL East made sure to 
catch up. The Phillies last week 
picked up All-Star sluggers Kyle 
Schwarber and Nick Castellanos, 
while the defending champion 
Braves lost Freddie Freeman but 
gained Matt Olson and Kenley 
Jansen. When asked about the 
NL East’s super active hot stove, 
Scherzer told the Daily News 
he was thrilled about the stiff 
competition. 

“Good, I’m glad,” Scherzer said 
of the Braves’ and Phillies’ recent 
moves. “I want to face the best. 
I hope all these teams load up. 
You don’t get better by facing the 
worst. You get better by facing the 
best.” 


Severino struggles in lst spring outing 
in 4 years, but just happy to be healthy 


By Kristie Ackert 
New York Daily News 


TAMPA, Fla. — Saturday night, 
Luis Severino thought about 
getting back in the bullpen at 
George M. Steinbrenner Field 
and getting ready for a game. 
The former Yankees ace, who 
has pitched in 103 games in the 
majors, was nervous about a spring 
training start. Sunday, he thought 
about that afternoon in spring 2019 
when he was warming up and felt a 
twinge in his right arm. That began 
a three-year journey with injuries 
and trying to get back to this point 
of not worrying about his health 
and just pitching. 

“Today I felt more nervous than 
I did in 2015,” Severino said of 
when he made his big league debut. 
“Tf you notice, I haven’t pitched in 
spring training since 2018. So just 
being here throwing, whatever the 
result was I was really happy.” 

The results ultimately didn’t 
matter in the Yankees’ minds. In 
two innings, the 28-year-old was 
tagged for four runs and four hits 
— including a two-run homer to 


Robbie Grossman — as the Yankees 
lost 8-7 to the Tigers. 

“Encouraging. I thought the 
stuff was good,” Yankees manager 
Aaron Boone said. “It looked like 
he had a pretty good velo, and I 
thought his slider looked good 
from the side. He flashed a couple 
good changeups to change up to 
[Javier Baez] that he hit in the gap. 
The pitch probably wasn’t a great 
one, probably not a pitch he’d go 
with that spot, but I thought stuff- 
wise and physically I thought he 
was good.” 

Severino’s velocity was steady 
with his fastball sitting around 
97 most of the day. His location, 
however, was off. He threw 38 
pitches, 25 for strikes. He walked 
one and struck out one. 

“Today was more about feeling 
healthy than anything else,’ Seve- 
rino said. “I have time to work on 
pitches, and when I need it, my 
slider and my changeup and my 
fastball command will be there. 
But today was more about feeling 
good and feeling healthy.” 

That has to be the big question 
mark in the Yankees’ pitching 


plans going into 2022. 

Severino has pitched just 27 % 
innings in the big leagues in the 
past three years because of injuries 
— which began with inflammation 
in his right shoulder back in the 
spring of 2019. While Boone and 
Severino would not say that there 
is an innings limit on the former 
Cy Young candidate, with his lack 
of work and history of injuries they 
have to find ways to manage the 
stress on his arm. 

Pitching coach Matt Blake said 
they are expecting Severino this 
season to fall somewhere between 
what they got from Jameson Tail- 
lon and Corey Kluber last year. 
Both were coming off missing 
the entire 2020 season because 
of injury. Taillon, who had his 
second Tommy John surgery in 
2019, pitched 144 innings over 
29 starts and Kluber, who missed 
all but an inning of 2020 witha 
shoulder issue, pitched 80 over 16 
starts. He missed significant time 
in the middle of the season with 
another shoulder issue. Taillon 
was shut down at the end by an 
ankle issue. 
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Coach K’s 
final ride 


not over 
quite yet 


By Aaron Beard 


Associated Press 


GREENVILLE, S.C. — Duke 
survived a tense finish against 
Michigan State and extended Mike 
Krzyzewski’s final NCAA Tourna- 
ment run, beating Tom Izzo’s Spar- 
tans 85-76 on Sunday in the Hall 
of Fame coaches’ bittersweet final 
tussle. 

Star freshman Paolo Banchero 
scored 19 points and muscled in the 
go-ahead drive through contact 
with 2:05 left, putting the Blue 
Devils (30-6) ahead to stay in the 
record-extending 1,200th win of 
Krzyzewski’s career. Duke reached 
the Sweet 16 for the 26th time 
under Coach K, who announced 
last summer that his 42nd season 
with the Blue Devils would be his 
last. 

Those coaching milestones 
came against his longtime friend 
and frequent rival. The 75-year-old 
Krzyzewski — who has five NCAA 
titles and a record-tying 12 Final 
Four appearances — improved to 
13-3 against the 67-year-old Izzo, 
who won the 2000 national cham- 
pionship and has reached eight 
Final Fours. 

Krzyzewski will continue his 
push for a career-capping cham- 
pionship when the second-seeded 
Blue Devils head to San Francisco 
to play No. 3 seed Texas Tech next 
week in the West Region semis. 

The Blue Devils shot 61% after 
halftime and 57% for the game, 
and they needed every bit of that 
production to survive against the 
seventh-seeded Spartans (23-13) in 
a riveting fight to the final minute. 

“That was a great game, and they 
knocked us back. So proud of my 
guys, and for a young group, they 
showed incredible guts,” Krzyze- 
wski said on the CBS telecast. 





Coach Mike Krzyzewski yells to his team during Duke’s victory Sunday in 


Greenville, South Carolina. The Blue Devils advanced to the Sweet 16 
next week in Krzyzewski’s final NCAA Tournament. BRYNN ANDERSON/AP 


Michigan State had a five-point 
lead with five minutes left to put 
Duke’s season in peril, only to see 
the Blue Devils respond with one 
big shot after another. 

Gabe Brown scored 18 points to 
lead Michigan State, while Tyson 
Walker scored all 13 of his points 
after halftime. The Spartans shot 
42% for the game and had only one 
field goal over the final 2 % minutes 
in possession-by-possession fight 
as Duke made its move. 

The 6-foot-10 Banchero had the 
biggest basket by putting the ball 
on the floor and scoring in a maul- 
ing drive against the smaller Joey 
Hauser for the 75-74 lead. Then 
Jeremy Roach hit a 3-pointer over 
A.J. Hoggard to beat the shot clock 
for a four-point lead with 1:16 left, 
sending an already-charged crowd 
into a full roar. 

Even more impressive, Duke 
did it all with freshman starter A.J. 
Griffin sidelined the last 8:24 with 
an apparent left ankle injury. The 
Blue Devils closed out the game by 
outscoring the Spartans 20-6. 

When it was clear the Blue 


Devils were only a few seconds 
from victory, Krzyzewski whipped 
around to the section where his 
family was sitting behind the 
bench and extended both arms to 
point at them in celebration. 

After the buzzer, Krzyze- 
wski and Izzo shared a long hug 
at midcourt to mark the end of a 
series that became a nonconfer- 
ence staple. 

Izzo, who won the 2000 NCAA 
title and has eight Final Fours in 
27 seasons, acknowledged all the 
“weird emotions” sure to come for 
both teams in this game. His team 
gave itself a chance but couldn’t 
slow the Blue Devils’ late push. 
Izzo fell to 2-4 against Krzyzewski 
in the NCAA Tournament. 

Banchero, a top NBA prospect, 
and 7-foot-1 Mark Williams (15 
points, eight rebounds, five blocks) 
overpowered the Spartans — who 
have plenty of length themselves 
— and showed how good the Blue 
Devils can be in the front court. 
Duke was balanced with five 
double-figure scorers, though Grif- 
fin’s injury will be a concern. 


Familiar spot: ’Nova 
returning to Sweet 16 


Associated Press 


Collin Gillespie scored 20 
points, Eric Dixon hit a big 
3-pointer late and No. 2 seed 
Villanova fended off No. 7 seed 
Ohio State 71-61 in the second 
round ofthe NCAA Tournament 
on Sunday in Pittsburgh. 

The Wildcats (28-7) earned 
their eighth trip to the Sweet 16 
under Jay Wright after surviv- 
ing a second-half push from the 
Buckeyes (20-12), who trimmed 
a 15-point deficit to two before 
Villanova regained its footing. 

The Wildcats will continue 
their quest for a third national 
title in seven seasons when 
they face 11th-seeded Michigan 
(19-14) in the South Region semi- 
finals on Thursday night in San 
Antonio. 

Malachi Branham scored 15 of 
his 23 points in the second half. 
E.J. Liddell added 17 in likely his 
final game with the Buckeyes 
before heading to the NBA. 

The second weekend of the 
tournament has become a famil- 
iar destination for the Wildcats 
since Wright took over in 2004. 
After a so-so — by the program’s 
high standards — regular season, 
Villanova looks dangerous again. 

A week after rolling to the 
Big East Tournament title, the 
Wildcats won their first two 
NCAA tourney games by double 
digits, just as they did in 2018 on 
their way to a national title. 


Houston 68, Illinois 53: Taze 
Moore scored 21 points, Jamal 
Shead added 18 and Houston, 
a Final Four team last season, 
advanced to the Sweet 16 with 
the South Region victory over 
Illinois, ousted in the opening 
weekend a second straight year. 

The fifth-seeded Cougars 
(31-5), who lost their two best 
players to season-ending inju- 
ries, are headed home to Texas 
for the next round, which will 
be in San Antonio, about a three- 
hour drive from Houston. 

Kyler Edwards added 15 points 
for Houston, a team often over- 


looked but making major noise 
again this March. 

For Illinois, it’s another year 
of disappointment. The fourth- 
seeded Fighting Illini (23-10) 
were determined to go farther 
after being bumped by Loyola 
Chicago last year, but couldn’t 
get past the second round again. 

All-American center Kofi 
Cockburn did his part, scoring 
19 in 38 minutes to lead Illinois. 


lowa State 54, Wisconsin 49: 
Gabe Kalscheur scored 22 points 
and Iowa State, the No. 11 seed in 
the Midwest Region, held on for 
the upset in Milwaukee. 

Izaiah Brockington added 
10 points as the gritty Cyclones 
used their tough defense to hold 
off Johnny Davis and company in 
front of a raucous pro-Wisconsin 
crowd about 80 miles away from 
the school’s Madison campus. 

After winning just two games 
last season, Iowa State (22-12) 
advanced to the Sweet 16 for the 
first time since 2016 and the sixth 
time in school history. 

Kalscheur, a 6-foot-4 transfer 
from Minnesota who knows all 
about tough games in Wisconsin, 
went 10 for 19 from the field. The 
rest of the Cyclones combined for 
10 made field goals. 

Davis, the Big Ten player of 
the year, led Wisconsin with 
17 points, but the Badgers shot a 
season-low 29.8% from the field 
and turned it over a season-high 
17 times. 

The Badgers lost freshman 
starting point guard Chucky 
Hepburn to a leg injury in the 
first half. 


Texas Tech 59, Notre Dame 53: 
Kevin Obanor had 15 points and 
15 rebounds and Bryson Williams 
and Kevin McCullar each scored 
14 points to lead No. 3 seed Texas 
Tech to the West Region win in 
San Diego. 

The Red Raiders (27-9) will 
face No. 2 seed Duke in the 
regional semis. 

Notre Dame, the No. 11 seed, 
finished the season 24-11. 
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SHORTS 


Burns goes back-to-back at Innisbrook 


Sam Burns is a winner again in the 
Valspar Championship, this time with 
a lot more stress and plenty of more 
emotion. Burns holed a birdie putt from 
just over 30 feet on the 16th hole to beat 
Davis Riley on the second playoff hole, 
giving him three PGA Tour victories 
in his last 22 starts. Burns, who closed 
with a 2-under 69, is the second straight back-to-back 
winner at Innisbrook in Palm Harbor, Florida, following 
Paul Casey’s consecutive wins in 2018 and 2019. The tour- 
nament was canceled in 2020 because of the pandemic. 
The victory moves Burns, 25, to No. 10 in the world for 
the first time, knocking Dustin Johnson out of the top 10 
for the first time in seven years. Burns won last year by 
three shots. Riley, arookie contending for the first time on 
the PGA Tour, overcame a triple bogey on the par-5 fifth 
hole with a clutch 5-iron for birdie on the par-3 17th. He 
had a 15-foot birdie putt on the 18th for the win and left 
it out to the right, closing with a 72. Justin Thomas (70) 
and Matthew NeSmith (71) each finished one shot out of 








Story joining Red Sox, will play second 


The Red Sox agreed to terms 
with Rockies All-Star short- 
stop Trevor Story on a six-year, 
$140 million contract Sunday. Story 
will move to second base and the Red 
Sox along-term answer at the position, 
which has been in flux since former 
AL MVP Dustin Pedroia was first 
injured in 2017. Xander Bogaerts will remain at short- 
stop. The team also has a backup plan on the left side 
of the infield if Bogaerts opts out of his contract at the 
end of this season. Story, 29, batted .251 with 24 HRs and 
75 RBIs for the Rockies last season, an off-year that followed 
three straight years in which he received NL MVP votes. In 
five seasons, he has never played any position other than 
shortstop. Story is the last to sign of a free agent short- 
stop class that sent Corey Seager to the Rangers (10 years, 
$325 million); Javier Baez to the Tigers (six, $140 million); 
and Carlos Correa to the Twins (three, $105 million). 
Marcus Semien, a longtime shortstop who played 
second for the Blue Jays last season, signed a seven-year, 





Swiatek to No. 2 after Indian Wells title 


Iga Swiatek defeated Maria Sakkari 6-4, 
6-1 Sunday in an error-filled final to win 
the BNP Paribas Open in Indian Wells, 
California. Swiatek will rise from fourth 
to a career-best No. 2 in the world in 
Monday’s WTA Tour rankings, trail- 
ing top-ranked Ash Barty, who skipped 
Indian Wells. Sakkari will move from 
sixth to No. 3, the rising Greek star’s highest ranking yet. 
Swiatek lost each of the first three times she played Sakkari, 
all last year. Last month, the 20-year-old Polish player beat 
Sakkari in the semifinals at Doha and went on to win the 
title. Now, Swiatek has five career titles, including the 2020 
French Open. Her new ranking equals the highest ever by 
a Polish player, matching Agnieszka Radwanska, who also 
reached No. 2. Gusty winds affected serves and shots by 
both players, who had seven double faults each. Swiatek 
earned $1.2 million and improved her record to a WTA 
Tour-leading 20-3 this yar, including 11 matches in a row. 
The men’s final Sunday pitting Rafael Nadal, who entered 
the match a perfect 20-0 in 2022, against American Taylor 


the playoff. 


AUTO RACING NASCAR 


Repaved Atlanta delivers with 


$175 million contract with the Rangers. 





Fritz ended too late for this edition. 


— Associated Press 





‘Pretty wild’ victory for Byron 


exciting Cup Series race 


By Paul Newberry 


Associated Press 


HAMPTON, Ga. — William Byron held 
off the freight train behind him, taking 
the checkered flag for his third NASCAR 
Cup victory while one last crash unfolded 
behind him in an appropriate finish Sunday 
to a thrilling, chaotic race at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway. 

The reconfigured track — with new pave- 
ment and steeper banking — fulfilled those 
who predicted it would lead to frenzied 
pack racing at blistering speeds approach- 
ing those seen at Talladega and Daytona. 

“Pretty wild,” Byron said. “I’m out of 
breath. It was crazy.” 

The result was 47 lead changes among an 
Atlanta-record 20 drivers, a traffic jam of 
tightly bunched cars at the front of the field, 
wrecks taking out several top contenders, 
and a bunch of smashed-up race cars to lug 
home. 

Bryon was leading off the final restart with 
13 laps to go. Bubba Wallace briefly grabbed 
the top spot, only to have Byron pass him 
right back. 

Wallace still seemed to be in the most 
enviable position, especially if he could get 
a helpful push for a slingshot on the final lap. 
But everyone behind Byron started jostling 
for position, all of them wanting to put them- 
selves in position to make the winning move. 

That worked out perfectly for Byron, who 
pulled away to win by 0.145 seconds over 
Ross Chastain while the final wreck of the 
day sent four cars — including Wallace — 
spinning across the line. 

In one last twist, Christopher Bell actually 
crossed the line second, but NASCAR penal- 
ized him for dipping below the double white 
line on the backstretch of the last lap to get 
past Chastain. Bell was dropped to 23rd. 

Chastain made quite a comeback after 
blowing atire early in the race while leading. 
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. also blew a tire while 
running up front. Reigning series champion 
Kyle Larson, the front of his No. 5 Chevro- 
let patched with tape, had just surrendered 
the top spot when Denny Hamlin bumped 
him from behind, looking to give him a help- 
ful push — only to send him into a spin that 
knocked them both out of the race. 

“Everyone is kind of hanging on for dear 
life”’ Ryan Blaney said during a caution. 

That summed up things perfectly. 


Bash brothers 


On the restart after Chastain’s early crash, 
another wreck took out both Dillon brothers. 
Kyle Busch gave Austin Dillon a slight 
bump from behind entering the quad-oval, 
sending Dillon into the wall. Ty Dillon and 
Chase Briscoe spun behind them, leaving the 
younger Dillon with major damage as well. 
The brothers were forced to retire, leav- 
ing Austin with a 35th-place finish and Ty 


AUTO RACING ROUNDUP 
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William Byron (No. 24) earned his third career NASCAR Cup Series victory Sunday at Atlanta Motor Soeedway. MIKE MULHOLLAND/GETTY 


in 36th. 

“TI was in the gas wide open and the 18 
(Busch) pushed us and got me loose,” Austin 
Dillon said. “I don’t want to say any worse. 
My feelings are hurt. That’s the second week 
in a row I’ve been taken out.” 

At Phoenix, Daniel Suarez made contact 
with Dillon on the final lap and sent the No. 
3 into the wall, costing him a top-10 finish. 


Odds and ends 


Byron picked up the Stage 1 win under 
yellow. Blaney did the same in Stage 2. ... Bell 
struck his jack man in the right leg during a 
pit stop. The crewman was able to complete 
the change, before being taken to the infield 
care center for treatment. His condition 
was not immediately available, and another 
crewman stepped in for Bell’s remaining 


stops. ... Brad Keselowski and Harrison 
Burton had to start from the back of the 
field. Keselowski was penalized for changes 
to his car after inspection, while Burton’s 
machine failed inspection. ... There were 
only 37 entries — three shy of a full field. ... 
After struggling with attendance for years, a 
promising crowd turned out in Atlanta ona 
sunny day with temperatures climbing near 
70 degrees. The infield was packed, while 
the massive grandstands were dotted with 
a smattering of empty seats. ... NASCAR will 
return to Atlanta on July 11. 


Xfinity Series 


Ty Gibbs pulled off a brilliant move after 
taking the white flag to lead his only lap 
of the day, winning the Xfinity Series race 
Saturday night 


On the second attempt to finish the crash- 
marred race in overtime, Ryan Sieg had the 
lead in the outside lane with Austin Hill 
running just inside his bumper. 

Hill briefly grabbed the lead in the back- 
stretch before Sieg reclaimed the top spot 
coming to the line with one lap to go. 

But Gibbs, getting a big push from A.J. 
Allmendinger, spotted an opening between 
the two leaders, veered left to slip between 
their cars and got clear of both heading into 
the first turn. 

Gibbs came off the second turn with a 
lead of several car lengths while a gaggle of 
machines bunched up behind him, none of 
them able to make any sort of run. 

Gibbs took the checkered flag ahead of 
Hill by 0.178 seconds. Allmendinger wound 
up in third, while Sieg dropped all the way 
back to 10th. 


Surprise in Fl opener; Newgarden wins IndyCar race 


Associated Press 


After winning last year’s Formula One title 
on the last lap of the last race, Max Verstap- 
pen’s title defense began with a different sort 
of drama — his critics might say karma — as 
his Red Bull car retired just laps from the 
end of the season-opening Bahrain Grand 
Prix on Sunday. 

Ferrari clinched a 1-2 finish with Charles 
Leclerc winning the race, almost six seconds 
ahead of teammate Carlos Sainz Jr. Lewis 
Hamilton, who lost the title so painfully to 
Verstappen in 2021, enjoyed better luck this 
time with an unexpected third place. 

Verstappen was second behind Leclerc 
with a handful of laps left in the 57-lap race 
under floodlights. Then, after the race had 
restarted with a safety car, Verstappen 
became increasingly panicky on race radio 
as he struggled with steering. Moments later 


he was in the team garage, soon followed by 
his teammate Sergio Perez, as Red Bull’s race 
dramatically collapsed. 

The race finished under a yellow flag as 
Leclerc sent Ferrari’s garage wild with joy. 

Hamilton had been lagging way behind 
in fifth when late drama on Lap 46 changed 
the whole race. Deja vu, perhaps, since late 
drama ended his 2021 title bid. 

This time, Leclerc was leading comfort- 
ably from Verstappen when the back of 
Pierre Gasly’s AlphaTauri car caught fire as 
he parked it on the side of the track. It was 
quickly put out and the Frenchman walked 
away unharmed. 

From the safety car restart, Leclerc got 
away but Verstappen started complaining. 

“What’s going on with the battery?” he 
asked. 

His team told him it was fine, to which 
Verstappen barked back: “No it is not.” 


With the Red Bulls out, George Russell 
moved up into fourth to give Mercedes 
another bonus. 

But Mercedes knows the car was slow 
until Gasly’s misfortune so it will not get 
carried away. 

“We’re grateful,” Hamilton said. 

It was perhaps a fittingly ironic way to 
start the season. 

Verstappen won the F1 title following a 
restart under a safety car, just when Hamil- 
ton was cruising to what would have been a 
record eighth title. 


Team Penkse 2-for-2 in IndyCar: Josef 
Newgarden used the nonexistent high line 
to pass Scott McLaughlin in the final turn at 
Texas Motor Speedway and steal the Indy- 
Car race his teammate had dominated. 

The Sunday win in Fort Worth gave Team 
Penske back-to-back victories to open the 


season and 600 wins across all its plat- 
forms. Chevrolet has opened the season with 
consecutive wins for the first time since 2017. 

McLaughlin, winner of last month’s 
season-opening race in St. Petersburg, Flor- 
ida, started second but snatched the lead 
from pole-sitter Felix Rosenqvist on the 
opening lap. The New Zealander led 186 
of the 248 laps and wasn’t challenged until 
Newgarden’s last-ditch charge. 

The American stalked McLaughlin 
through traffic and tried his best to main- 
tain his composure. 

“T was fuming in the car because we had 
all this traffic and it wasn’t helping me,” 
Newgarden said. “And then right when I 
needed it to help me, literally last corner, last 
lap! I think Scott led 95% of the laps, I hate 
doing that to a teammate.” 

The margin of victory was .669 seconds — 
the eighth-closest finish in 35 races at Texas. 
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LOCAL SCOREBOARD 


Saturday’s late high school result 
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CIAC State Tournaments 

Division Il—Final at Mohegan Sun Arena 
BRISTOL CENTRAL 56, NORTHWEST CATHOLIC 
36 

NORTHWEST CATHOLIC (25-3): London Jemison 
2-0-5, Gianni Mirabello 1-0-3, Matthew Curtis 
5-5-15, Hayden Abdullah 1-0-2, Badara Diakite 
3-2-8, Jehyvic Spencer 1-0-2, Tanner Ostop 0-0-0, 
John Staunton 0-0-0, Jude Gonzalez 0-0-0, Cavin 
Pollard 0-1-1, Liam Conklin 0-0-0. Totals 13-8-36. 
BRISTOL CENTRAL (28-0): Victor Rosa 1-0-2, 
Damion Glasper 4-6-15, Steven Alseph 3-0-6, 
Carson Rivoira 2-2-6, Donovan Clingan 8-9-25, 
Treshawn Blair 0-0-0, Zachary Vanasse 0-0-0, 
Aaron Brown 1-0-2, Jelani Watson 0-0-0, Julius 
Powell 0-0-0, Jayeson Vanbeveren 0-0-0. Totals 
19-17-56. 

NWC 10 10 7 9 — 36 

BC 10 12 17 17 —- 56 

Sunday’s high school results 
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CIAC State Tournaments 

Division I—Final at Mohegan Sun Arena 

EAST CATHOLIC VS. NOTRE DAME-WEST HAVE, 
LATE 

Division IV—Final at Mohegan Sun Arena 
BLOOMFIELD 58, GRANBY 54 

BLOOMFIELD (21-5): Jaysean Williams 0-0-0, 
Howard Simpson 8-7-23, Shane Bell 2-0-5, 
Cayden Smith 4-0-12, Lake McLean 2-1-5, Dallas 
Rose 0-0-0, Davien Kerr 2-2-6, Jansyn Booth 
2-1-5, Davion Kerr 0-2-2. Totals 20-13-58. 
GRANBY (21-6): Justin Phillips 6-2-16, Joshua 
Brown 5-1-12, Liam Heinze 1-1-3, John Bell 
5-2-12, Ralph Rossi 3-0-6, Declan Lynch 0-0-0, 
Troy Crockett 0-0-0, Jack Steele 0-0-0, Max 
Jansen 2-1-5. Totals 22-7-54. 

B 13 18 12 15 — 58 

G 11 169 18 — 54 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


CIAC State Tournaments 

Class LL—Final at Mohegan Sun Arena 

EAST HARTFORD 54, WILTON 33 

WILTON (17-9): Catherine Dineen 1-1-3, Kather- 
ine Umphred 2-0-4, Leah Martins 1-0-3, Ashleigh 
Masterson 5-6-16, Elizabeth Copley 1-0-2, Olivia 


BRUINS 


Rossi 0-0-0, Grace Kaplan 0-0-0, Mary Doyle 
0-0-0, Madeline Dineen 0-0-0, Lauren Moe 0-0-0, 
Mia Sommer 1-0-2, Brooke Bohacs 1-0-3, Anna 
Joy 0-0-0, Isabella Andjelkovic 0-0-0, Georgia 
Russnok 0-0-0. Totals 12-7-33. 

EAST HARTFORD (26-2): Kayla Henry 3-6-14, 
Victoria Silva-Soto 1-0-2, Shailyn Pickney 8-6-26, 
Nia Edens 4-3-11, Savannah Morgan 0-0-0, 
Shanai James 0-1-1, Zoe Mercado 0-0-0, Comfort 
Boateng 0-0-0, Elizabeth Kalugira 0-0-0, Janiyah 
Henry 0-0-0. Totals 16-16-54. 

W 12 10 4 7 — 33 

EH 12 10 20 12 — 54 

Class MM—Final at Mohegan Sun Arena 

SHA 52, ST. JOSEPH 50 

ST. JOSEPH (24-3): Dennaye Hinds 2-0-4, Kath- 
erine Rudini 1-5-7, Kayleigh Carson 2-5-10, 
Erika Stephens 1-0-3, Kristen Rodriguez 6-4-16, 
Kaitlyn Geignetter 0-0-0, Kayla Angrand 0-0-0, 
Isabelle Casucci 4-2-10. Totals 16-16-50. 

SHA (26-1): Emma Kirck 1-2-4, Carina Ciampi 
2-5-9, Gianna Pye 1-0-2, Rosa Rizzitelli 7-2-19, 
Sydney Rossacci 1-2-5, Lauren Thompson 
4-0-11, Morgan Miller 1-0-2, Meghan Kirck 0-0-0, 
Lyla D’Errico 0-0-0. Totals 17-11-52. 

SJ 13 9 15 13 — 50 

SHA 17 18 8 9 — 52 

Class M—Final at Mohegan Sun Arena 

HOLY CROSS 61, BACON ACADEMY 38 

BACON ACADEMY (23-4): Emily Ferrigno 2-0-4, 
Valerie Luizzi 1-3-5, Marissa Nudd 3-9-15, Cara 
Shea 4-2-11, Emma Mancuso 1-1-3, Olivia Tellar 
0-0-0, Grace Saldana 0-0-0, Ariel Nair 0-0-0, 
Katelyn Novak 0-0-0, Elizabeth Glover 0-0-0, 
Veronica Smith 0-0-0. Totals 11-15-38. 

HOLY CROSS (27-0): Mya Zaccagnini 9-1-20, 
Nyasia Smith 6-2-14, Ella Atkins 0-0-0, Cayla 
Howard 6-3-16, Kristina Perry 3-0-6, Loren Tuck 
0-0-0, Shania Howard 1-1-3, Madelyn Neibel 
0-0-0, Nadia Pelosi 0-0-0, Isabella Lombardo 
1-0-2, Ava Purcaro 0-0-0, Isabella Oliver 0-0-0, 
Rachel Healey 0-0-0, Lariyah Booker 0-0-0. 
Totals 26-7-61. 

BA 8 9 8 13 — 38 

HC 19 13 12 17 - 61 
Monday’s high school schedule 


=Jo) 6-9 [oles 4-4 


CIAC State Tournaments 

Division ll—Final at People’s United Center, 
Quinnipiac, Hamden 

No. 3Wethersfield (17-6-2) vs. No. 1North Haven 


Bruins sign Lindholm 
to 8-year extension 


By Jimmy Golen 


Associated Press 


BOSTON — Hampus Lindholm 
got to experience the playoffs in 
each of his first five NHL seasons. 
Then he watched from the outside 
for the past three years. 

So when the longtime Anaheim 
Ducks defenseman saw an oppor- 
tunity to sign on with a Bruins 
team that reaches the postseason 
almost every year, he was willing 
to make a long-term commitment. 

“They always have that winning 
mindset,” Lindholm said on 
Sunday, a day after he was traded 
to Boston and hours after agree- 
ing to an eight-year, $52 million 
contract extension. 

“They find ways to get in the 
mix and compete,” said Lindholm, 
a 2012 first-round draft pick who 


had played his entire career in 
Anaheim. “I’ve missed it the last 
three years. There’s nothing more 
fun. I can only imagine playing in 
Boston. I’m ready to go to battle.” 


A 28-year-old Swede who 


figures to slot in on Boston’s No. 2 
defensive pairing, Lindholm was 
acquired from the Ducks on Satur- 
day night for a first-round draft 
pick this year and second-round- 
ers in 2023 and ‘24. Boston also 
sent defensemen John Moore and 
Urho Vaakanainen to Anaheim. 


The move for the top blue 


liner on the market heading into 
Monday’s NHL trade deadline 
strengthens the Bruins’ defense 
as they make a playoff push. 
Through Saturday’s games, 
Boston had 81 points, good for 
fourth place in the Atlantic Divi- 
sion. 


(23-2), 6:30p.m. 
Tuesday’s high school schedule 
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CIAC State Tournaments 

Division I—Final People’s United Center, Quin- 
nipiac, Hamden 

No. 6Darien (15-8-1) vs. No. INotre Dame-West 
Haven (19-4), 6:30p.m. 

Saturday’s late college results 


MEN’S HOCKEY 


Hockey East Tourney—Final (TD Garden, 
Boston, Mass.) 

UMASS 2, UCONN 1 (OT) 

ECAC Tourney—Final (Herb Brooks Arena, Lake 
Placid, N.Y.) 

HARVARD 3, QUINNIPIAC 2 (OT) 


BASEBALL 


UCONN 8, UC-SAN DIEGO 7 
YALE 12, CALIFORNIA BAPTIST 10 
Sunday’s college results 


BASEBALL 


UCONN 3, UC-SAN DIEGO 2 
HARTFORD 7, NJIT 5 

TRINITY 10, JOHNS HOPKINS 9 
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST 23, YALE 1 
VCU 17, QUINNIPIAC 6 

ST. JOHN’S 13, SACRED HEART 6 


SOFTBALL 


UCONN 4, GEORGETOWN 0 
FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON 3, CENTRAL 1 
TRINITY 8, WELLESLEY 0 

TRINITY 3, MIT 1 

YALE 4, HARVARD 3 

UMBC 10, QUINNIPIAC 9 

TOWSON 9, QUINNIPIAC 7 

BRYANT 2-12, SACRED HEART 0-2 


WOMEN’S LACROSSE 


WESLEYAN 13, ENDICOTT 6 
NOTRE DAME 17, YALE 10 
Monday’s college schedule 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


NCAA Div. | Tourney—Second Round 
Central Florida at UConn, 9p.m. 








WNIT—Second Round 
Quinnipiac at Boston College, 7p.m. 


BASEBALL 


Trinity vs. Wisconsin-Eau Claire (Auburndale, 
Fla.), 2:30p.m. 
UConn at UC-San Diego, 4p.m. 


SOFTBALL 


Trinity vs. Luther (Clermont, Fla.), 11:30a.m. 
Trinity vs. SUNY-Cobleskill (Clermont, Fla.), 2 
p.m. 


MEN’S LACROSSE 


Trinity at Salve Regina, 7:30p.m. 


WOMEN’S LACROSSE 


Trinity at St. John Fisher, 4p.m. 


MEN’S TENNIS 


Trinity vs. Goucher (Orlando, Fla.), time TBA 


HOCKEY EAST 


MEN’S 
Team OGP OVR CGP CONF CPTS 
Northeastern 36 24-11-1 24 15-8-1 47 
UMass 33. 19-12-2 24 14-8-2 46 
UMass Lowell 32 20-9-3 24 15-8-1 46 
UConn 33. 18-15-0 24 14-10-0 41 
Boston University 

34 19-12-3 24 13-8-3 41 
Merrimack 33 18-14-1 24 13-11-0 41 
Providence 36 21-13-2 24 12-11-1 38 


Boston College 


36 14-17-5 24 9-12-3 32 
New Hampshire 

33. 14-18-1 24 ~=8-15-1 25 
Vermont 34 8-24-2 24  6-16-2 20 
Maine 32 7-21-4 24 ~~ 5-17-2 19 


Saturday’s late result 
Hockey East Tourney—Final (TD Garden, 
Boston, Mass.) 


UMASS 2, UCONN 1 (OT) 

Atlantic GP W L_- OTL SOL PTS PCT 
Springfield 58 32 19 5 2 71.612 
Providence 54 28 17 3 6 65 .602 
Charlotte 60 34 22 4 0 72 ~.600 
Hartford 55 28 20 5 2 63.573 


RANGERS 2, HURRICANES O 


Georgiev makes 44 saves as 
Rangers blank Hurricanes 


By Bob Sutton 


Associated Press 


RALEIGH, N.C. — Alexandar 
Georgiev made a season-high 44 
saves for his seventh career shut- 
out, Chris Krieder broke a scoreless 
tie late in the second period and the 
New York Rangers beat the Carolina 
Hurricanes 2-0 on Sunday night. 

It was the first shutout for Geor- 
giev since beating Philadelphia 9-0 on 
March 17, 2021. Georgiev, who played 
for just the second time in New York’s 
last five games, picked up his first 
road victory since Jan. 8 at Anaheim. 

Frank Vatrano added an empty-net 
goal with 41.3 seconds to play to seal 
it for the Rangers. 

The loss sent the Hurricanes to 
their first four-game losing streak 
of the season (0-3-1). It also marked 


the end to a14-game home-ice points 
streak, one shy ofa franchise record. 

Frederik Andersen stopped 16 
shots for the Hurricanes, who were 
blanked for the third time this season. 

Kreider notched his team-high 
Alst goal at 16:39 of the second period 
on aredirection from Jacob Trouba’s 
delivery. He has scored in three of the 
last four games and has seven goals in 
10 games in March. 

The Rangers only had 10 shots 
through two periods, while the 
Hurricanes put the puck on net 29 
times without scoring. 

The Rangers have played in 34 
road games, the most of any NHL 
team so far this season. They’re 
20-12-2. 

This result gave them their first 
three-game road winning streak 
since astretch that ended in mid-De- 


Hershey 60 29 23 
W-B/Scranton 58 26 24 
Bridgeport 59 24 25 


Lehigh Valley 57 22 25 54 =~.474 
North GP W L TL SOL PTS PCT 
Utica 54 35 13 76~=~«.704 
Laval 52 28 21 59 ~=.567 
Toronto 53 28 21 60 .566 


Rochester 59 30 23 
Belleville 53 28 23 
Syracuse 57 27 22 


5 C8 

4 4 

6 4 

cr s 

OTL S 

6 0 

3 0 

3 i! 

4 2 

2 0 

6 2 
Cleveland 57 21 24 8 4 54 474 
Central GP W L_- OTL SOL PTS PCT 
Chicago 57 36 11 5 5 82.719 
Manitoba 55 32 17 3 2 71~~=—~«.645 
Milwaukee 61 31 23 4 3 69 .566 
Rockford 53 26 23 3 1 56 = .528 
Grand Rapids 58 26 25 5 2 59.509 
Texas 56 22 23 6 5 55 ~.491 
lowa 56 23 25 4 4 54 =—-.482 
Pacific GP W L_- OTL SOL PTS PCT 
Stockton 52 36 11 4 1 77 ~—~«.740 
Ontario B2: 33 12 4. 2 73 =~-.702 
Colorado 55 30 18 4 3 67 ~=~.609 
Bakersfield 52 26 17 4 5 61 .587 
Abbotsford 52 28 19 4 1 61 = .587 
Henderson 51 25 22 3 1 54 ~=.529 
San Diego 51.23 25: 2 1 49  .480 
San Jose 53 20 29 2 2 44.415 
Tucson 52 18 29 4 1 41.394 


Saturday’s late results 
HARTFORD 5, BELLEVILLE 2 
BRIDGEPORT 7, SYRACUSE 4 
CHARLOTTE 3, PROVIDENCE 2 (SO) 
W-B/SCRANTON 3, UTICA 2 
ROCHESTER 6, CLEVELAND 5 (OT) 
MILWAUKEE 4, TEXAS 3 
ROCKFORD 5, GRAND RAPIDS 1 
MANITOBA 5, IOWA 2 

LEHIGH VALLEY 7, SPRINGFIELD 4 
STOCKTON 10, COLORADO 3 
ABBOTSFORD 3, BAKERSFIELD 1 
SAN JOSE 5, TUCSON 2 
HENDERSON 4, SAN DIEGO 3 (SO) 
Sunday’s results 

CHARLOTTE 2, PROVIDENCE 1 (SO) 
TORONTO 4, CHICAGO 2 
MANITOBA 3, IOWA 2 (SO) 
ROCKFORD 3, MILWAUKEE 2 
BELLEVILLE AT SYRACUSE, LATE 
ABBOTSFORD AT ONTARIO, LATE 
Monday’s schedule 

Cleveland at Utica, 7p.m. 


cember. 

Carolina defenseman Tony DeAn- 
gelo was back in the lineup after an 
11-game absence because of an upper- 
body injury. He’s in his first season 
with the Hurricanes after arriv- 
ing from the Rangers. He had three 
points in a victory against his former 
team in January. 

Carolina went with a lineup of 
seven defensemen, in part because 
ofa shortage of forwards. 

Hurricanes right wing Nino Nied- 
erreiter sat out to serve a one-game 
suspension for a slash on Washing- 
ton’s Axel Jonsson-Fjallby on Friday 
night. 

Meanwhile, Hurricanes left wing 
Jordan Martinook missed his second 
game in a row and is expected to be 
out for at least a couple of weeks with 
a lower-body injury. 


